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ee If S$ yo Urs wil dj When you are deep in the water it’s a comfort- 


ing feeling to know that your Scott Hydro-Pak 


has been engineered to function safely .. . 

7, dependably. It gives you the confidence you 

Scot’ yy Wro- a need to enjoy this new sport to the fullest. 
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. And it adds to your pleasure to know that your 
* y Scott Hydro-Pak is built by a company that has 
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manufactured hundreds of thousands of protec- 
tive demand breathing devices — more than any 
manufacturer in the world! It’s your guarantee 
that you have chosen the very best! 


For those who are not yet the proud owners of 
a Scott Hydro-Pak, we have prepared a booklet 
we would like to send you. Learn all the facts. 
Use the coupon below. 


Left: The Scott Hydro-Pak and harness assembly 
includes a light weight comfortable back 
plate of anodized aluminum. This back plate is 
fitted with a special safety clamp which permits 
changing cylinders quickly and easily without 
removing harness. 


ee ee ee 2 
SCOTT AVIATION CORP. 


8301 Erie Street, Lancaster, N.Y. 


Please send me without charge a copy of the Scott Hydro-Pak 
Brochure. 
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Canada: Safety Supply Co., Toronto — Branches in principal cities 
Export: Southern Oxygen Co., 15 W. 57th St., New York 19, N.Y. 


FIRST IN WATER LEADS THE 
iam FIELD AGAIN! 


FATHOM 


_. The ultimate in a waterproof- 
<A pressureproof* Watch.. result 
DF of years of engineering and 
testing ...with features never 
before believed possible in 
a Watch at any price...now 
available at the amazing 
low price of $49.95! 


Healthways “100 Fathom” waterproof- 
pressureproof* Watch is truly an all-time 
sensation! Made in Switzerland exclusively 
for Healthways by Enicar, the world’s finest 
watchmakers! @ Incomparable features! 
® Guaranteed against mechanical defects 
for a period of one year @ Exclusive ultra- 
sonic treatment assures accurate and 
superior performance without cleaning or 
oiling for a period of three years @ Specially 

PLUS 10 % designed, unbreakable lucite crystal @ Finest 
EXCISE TAX alloy, rust resistant stainless steel case. 


Tested to depths exceeding 600 feet (100 fathoms). ..Can’t leak due to its unique design 
and construction... the greater the pressure, the more waterproof* the watch becomes! 
Guaranteed| waterproof* ! 


A specially designed face with unusual luminous radium sweep second hand and easily 
identified minute hand and large numerals, make the “100 Fathom” easy to read even 
hundreds of feet underwater or on the darkest night! The face and hands are designed so 
that sports divers using underwater breathing apparatus can quickly determine the length 
of dive and the decompression time. The same exclusive construction features that make 
Healthways “100 Fathom” so amazing underwater, make it equally sensational for boating 
enthusiasts, fishermen, hunters, police and military personnel and all outdoor sportsmen! 


Individually packaged in deluxe attractive blue fabricoid display case, complete with 
instructions and warranty. Because of limited production we recommend you place your 
order now! See your sporting goods dealer, jewelry or department store or write Healthways 
for information. CAT. NO. 1910 


Healthways “100 Fathom” is the most ideal watch gift ever presented .. . for the sportsman! 


NOTE *The terms ‘waterproof’ and j- In the rare event of any difficulty with your Healthways "100 Fathom” watch due 
“pressureproof’’ are used to any mechanical defects or waterproof failure during the 1-year guarantee 
with the understanding that period, return it with the guarantee certificate which comes with every watch 
the crystal is intact and the together with $1 00 to cover cost of postage and handling. to Enicar Watch 
case 1s opened and closed Corp . 115 West 45th Street. New York 36. New York. It no unusual abuse or 
by a competent watchmaker mistreatment is evident, your watch will be repaired or replaced at no charge 


Jobber & Dealer Inquiries Solicited 


3669 SEVENTH AVENUE 
LOS ANGELES 18, CALIFORNIA S 


HEALTHWAYS ... WORLD'S FINEST, MOST COMPLETE LINE OF WATER SPORTS AND SPORTS DIVING EQUIPMENT! 
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ADVERTISING RATES UPON REQUEST 
CLUB REPORTS are submitted bi-monthly by club publicity representa- 
tive, one typewritten page, double spaced, 100 words per report. 
Address all correspondence to: 
The SKIN DIVER 
P. O. Box 128 
Lynwood, California, U.S.A. 

Manuscripts and material are submitted free and released for publication, 
becoming the property of The Skin Diver, unless previous copyrights 
exist. The Editors do not necessarily agree with, nor stand responsible 


for, opinions and statements expressed or implied by others than 
themselves. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
One Year - $3.00 Two Year - $5.00 Five Year - $10.00 
Outside U.S. (one year) - $4.00 
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Honolulu 14, Hawaii 


S.P.A.A.A.U. MEETING 
UNDERWATER SPEARFISHING 


June 5, 1956 — 7:30 P.M. 
7600 Graham Avenue, Los Angeles 1, California 
(In Roosevelt Park, near Compton Ave. and Florence) 


* * 


CALIFORNIA COUNCIL OF SKIN DIVINC 
CLUBS MEETING 


Monday, June 11, 1956, 8 P.M. Compton Community Center 
123 No. Rose, Compton, Calif. 


Water Pollution G Beach Access — Bring Legislative Proposals 


* * 


JAMBOREE WEEK 


in Marathon, Florida 
Sunday, July 22, 1956 — Florida AAU Underwater Spearfishing 
Championships 
Wednesday, July 25, 1956 — Giant Open Contest 
Sunday, July 29, 1956 — Professional Underwater Meet 
See Details on Page 43 











Regional Skin Diving Councils and 
Associations 


FLORIDA SKIN DIVERS ASSOCIATION 
i moog ¥ Publicity we P. O. Box 809, Tallahasse, Florida. 
er Lohman, Presiden 
CALIFORNIA COUNCIL OF SKIN DIVING CLUBS 
mer Lockwood, President, P. O. Box 7163, Long Beach 7, Califor: ia 
SAN DIEGO DIVERS COUNCIL : 
Mike Carnohan, 1015 Prospect, La Jolla, "aca 
emer CALIFORNIA SKIN DIVING COUNCIL 
4101 Hillcrest Way, Sacramento 21, ——e., pena B. Shaw, Pres dent 
— ~~~ COUNCIL OF SKIN DIVING CLU 
n Robinson, President, P. Box 42, Fann wll Village, Massachu setts 
GREAT LAKES COUNCIL OF SKIN DIVING CLUBS 
Dick Oglesby, 847 - 118th Street, Whiting, Indiana 
HAWAIIAN SKIN DIVING ASSOCIATION 
Denny Heenan, Secretary, 230 Plantation Drive, Honolulu 18, Hawa 
Cliff Spencer, President 
INTERNATIONAL’ UNDERWATER SPEARFISHING ASSOCIATION 
Ralph N. Davis, Los Angeles County Museum, Exposition Park, 
Los Angeles 7, California 
— STATE SKIN DIVERS ASSOCIATION 
o Norwood Realty Co., Inc., 212 Forsyth Bldg., Atlanta, Georgia 
MICHIGAN SKIN DIVING COUNCIL 
Beverly Shaft, Secretary, 13804 Park Grove, Detroit 5, Michigan 
Richard Metzler, President 
NEW JERSEY COUNCIL OF SKIN DIVING CLUBS 
— bang — ne Central Branch YMCA, 125 Main Street 
New J ers 
WISCONSIN’ COUNCIL “Or SKIN DIVING CLUBS 
c/o Fred Roberts, 1523 West State Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 











One Yr. Sub. Rate: 28/6d U. S. Rates 
American G Overseas Publications Bama Ltd. 
P. O. Box 3025 Ave. Franklin Roosevelt 126 
Port Elizabeth, South Africa Salas 308 e 309 
One Yr. Sub. Rate: £ 1.8.9 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
Fone 22-0108 


At the northeastern end of Puerto Rico at Cayo 
Icacos aboard the schooner “Parisien.” Does this 
picture give you vacation ideas? The area is noted 
for its clear water and spearfishing. The inset shows 
divers Martin Clapp and Jack Becker with Puerto 
Rican red snappers, better than thirty pounds each. 
Hamilton Wright Photos. 
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*Self-Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus 


























E.R. Cross, salvage expert and author of ‘‘Self-Contained Diving for Fun 
and Profit,"" a new home study course in diving, leaves soon on 
round-the-world diving expedition with 12 Scubas and 2 helmet rigs aboard. 


NORTHILL AIR-LUNGS are the easiest-breathing Scubas* in the world 


and new uses are being developed for them week by week! 

; They are used for salvage operations; for underwater repairs on boats; 
y for marine photography, surveys and studies by oceanographers; 

—_i for filming underwater scenes in motion pictures; for outboard motor 


SEE THE and boat recovery; for unsnarling fouled anchors; for many other 


NEW MODEL money-saving, time-saving applications. They surpass all other 
NORTHILL 
AIR-LUNG 

aT Canadian representative : The Garrett Manufacturing C i fC da, Ltd., T Ontari 
YOUR DEALER : g Corporation of Canada, Ltd., Toronto, Ontario 


NOW 


Scubas in ease of breathing, ruggedness of construction and safety features ! 


Northill Company, Inc. 


9225 Aviation Boulevard, Los Angeles 45, Calif. 


wv 
A subsidiary of ra Gamer) CORPORATION 
\ 


| am interested in an underwater swimming unit. Please send 
me your free brochure on the AIR-LUNG. 









Sold only through authorized dealers... 
dealer and jobber inquiries invited 





Designed by the world leader 
in air pressure controls — AiResearch, 
a division of 
The Garrett Corporation 
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Used and approved by the U.S. Navy Street__ 
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NEW UNDERWATER AIR GAUGE 
ike) 4-S le me IA AL: BY. 4.4 


NOW, with MAR-MAC’s new SeAir Gauge, you can 
see how much air you have in your tank before you 


dive and at any time during your dive! 


Guard against diving with a doubtful air 


supply . . . stop guessing how much air 


you have left underwater . . 
surface swims back with heavy, empty 
tanks. Install this new submersible, shock- 
proofed, NEOPRENE ENCASED air 
gauge on your SCUBA and get more sport 
with safety out of your dives. 

These gauges are now being used by 
over 1000 lung divers from the Red Sea to 
the waters off Japan. Developed by lung 


. avoid tiring, 


divers for you so you can know when 
you've reached your “point of return” for 
proper decompression and safe return un- 
derwater to your “point of entry.” 

Easily installed. Insert “O” ring assem- 
bly between medical valve and regulator, 
replacing Teflon washer. Saves cost of re- 
serve valve on spare bottles. Dealer in- 
quiries invited — write for more informa- 
tion. ONLY $24.95. Unconditionally guar- 


anteed for one year from date of purchase. 


BUY FROM YOUR DEALER OR DIRECT (POSTPAID ) 


MAR-MAC INDUSTRIES 


1453 REVERE AVENUE, 
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Letters 


Dear Sir: 

I have just read the letter by Zale Par- 
ry Bivens, and wish to add one more pat 
on the back to the many others she must 
have had by now. Zale has brought »ut 
into the open a subject long a sore sot 
to advocates of safety and those \ ho 
want a true portrayal of facts, not tia 
some people lie, but, lets just say {iat 
the truth is watered down pretty thir. a 
times. I have many reasons for wrii ng 
this letter, and one thing I want plai ily 
understood, I have had the pleasure of 
meeting Zale Parry only once, at the re- 
cent Sporting Goods Dealers As ‘n. 
Show, (recent — February, 1955), th:; I 
mention only for the benefit of those s. ge 
skeptics who might be nodding to them 
selves, and saying, “either he is some 
friend or he is seeking favor”. I seek no 
favor of any kind from anyone, | 
simply interested in seeing the ti 
about the subject. 

I am not against anyone making 
breaking records, in fact records ar 
criterion from which progress stems 
am, however, dead set against rec 
making under circumstances which 
far from planned and controlled from 
safety of the diver and the divers auth 
tication are concerned regards record 

I sincerely hope that this letter is 
and correctly interpreted by all novice 
and amateur divers and would be divers, 
for the truth is simply this: mis-state- 
ments, deliberate or not, are absorbec 
by the readers and in reading, are taken 
literally for the truth. Let's give the 
readers nothing but the truth, and the 
end result will be most gratifying to us 
all. 

George Satness, 
Satness Frogman Supplies, 
Chicago 


Dear Sirs: 

Re: Letter from Zale Parry Bivens to 
Mrs. Jacobs. 

While reading your May issue, | came 
across a letter, which in my estimation 
could have been filed in No. 13. Is the 
ocean so small, that two women cannot 
get along, without one digging her hooks 
into the other? So somebody broke her 
record!! 

I am an active diver (not the weekend 
variety) and I think that most people en- 
joy the companionship and fun that skin- 
ing and lunging entail without petty at- 
titudes. 

Mary Buenz, 
Pacific Grove, Calif. 


Dear Mr. Editor, 

Diving since 1942, in the waters of 
the Florida Keys, I have had two unfor- 
gettable encounters with sharks, which 
bear definite correlation to recent arti- 
cles written about them. 

First, in June of 1948, my friend hung 
his string of fish on a reef barrier in two 

(Continued on Page 8) 




















“| | FIRST IN foam rubber vulcanized between two layers 
Mw attr sports ! 
PECHE:SPORT {| 


VULCANIZED FOAM RUBBER FROG- — 


tant. The unusually tough material and the 
construction and workmanship make this 
an outstanding buy! The Peche-Sport will 
out-perform and outlast by far any other 
suit on the market. Peche-Sport exclu- 
sive materials are the heaviest and best 





“ae ; 





SUITS Made in France—All Designs to exposure to water and sun. 


Patented and Registered This vulcanized foam 
¢ rubber suit is known as 
PECHE-SPORT FROGMAN LONG SUIT > PS > an isothermic suit; the 
Includes full length pants with new v2 bh lect so reason for er being 
exclusive suspender design, long ° RS etka, that it ae un- 
shirt with long sleeves and helmet tal der an iso — 
attached. Includes waistline me fpescenmnre SOTHER MIQUE principle in whic 


sealing ring, detachable foam i, PpECH E-SPORT the millions of 


rubber boots and can of > %. tiny air cells, 
Healthways’ Rubber Dust. y a HEALTH WAYS a , maw — A “og 
CAT. NO. 1701-Small x, geoeinrmane é ree _ _ 
CAT. NO. 1702-Medium| retail : ie : . woe 
CAT. NO. 1703 -Large ( $84.95 . i , *- pewie, Em 
CAT. NO. 1704- X-Large ie ot a heat, 

by 

acting as 
blanket to 














HEALTHWAYS Peche-Sport Suits are made of extra thick, fine pore 


of tough smooth 


rubber skin which is unbelievably tear, snag and scuff resis- 


exceptionally fine 


as 


used in any vulcanized foam rubber suit ¢ .- a i 
F now manufactured and are known the - 
MAN ISOTHERMIC SPORTS DIVING . ; world over for their great resistance } 





« 





an insulating 
protect against 


the penetration of the 
temperature of the water 
which is usually far below 
that of the body. This 


isothermic 


principle makes 


possible the maintenance 


of comf 





ortable body 


temperature and is not 





PECHE- 













patented wrap- 







rubber suit can be worn at 





Healthways Peche-Sport is being used through- 
out the world in all climates and under the most 
exacting requirements. Its availability in the 


available in any other type 
rubber suit now made. 


















Head Healthways’ Peche-Sport 
pags suit is not to be confused 

One piece short 4 : ) with the ‘‘wet’’ type suit 
suit with exclu- es ny which is made of porous 
sive Peche-Sport type foam rubber which 


eae allows the body to become 
around supporter- ee, wet within a few minutes and 


apron and belt. . e which affords little protection 
* y Includes can of Healthways Se 1 : against the cold. The ‘‘wet’’ type suit, as it 
“se we Rubber Dust. (Does not : is commonly known, will disappear from the 
include helmet or boots). i ( 3 ie ‘ market wherever the Peche-Sport suit can 


CAT. NO. 1705 - Small ; ae. —— ; be used since the Peche-Sport suit com- 
CAT. NO. 1706 - Medium $ retail : bines all the features essential to maximum 
CAT. NO. 1707 - Large $49.50 a ‘ ee comfort in all water temperatures where a 


SIZE TABLE FOR PECHE-SPORT SUITS . Z oy : f Western Hemisphere has already caused the 
SMALL — up to 5’ 8” in height to approx. 160 Ibs. , : E greatest furor since rubber suits of any kind 






MEDIUM — 5’ 8” to 6’ in height to approx. 185 Ibs. 4 , were first introduced. 






LARGE — 6’ and taller in height to approx. 200 Ibs. ——— ¥ ‘ q Healthways Peche-Sport vulcanized foam rubber 








X-LARGE — 6’ and taller in height to approx. 250 Ibs. i with pure natural gum rubber 








PECHE-SPORT suits may be worn with or without : 7 suits are so comfortable that 


suits are expertly designed to mold to the figure 


vulcanized to the 


foam rubber at the neck, wrists, waist and ankles 
... assuring a snug watertight fit. Peche-Sport 


they can be worn 


long underwear or underclothing. Many persons for many hours at a time. It is for this reason that 







find that wearing clothing underneath is desir- they are used by the world’s 
able, especially where there is a great amount of teams, underwater demolition 


foremost diving 
services of many 


physical activity, as it helps to protect the skin ; | governments, and leading research organizations. 
against the possibility of irritation under the Pe Should the material at any time be damaged or 

















torn, it can easily be repaired 


arms, bet the legs, etc. : 
mae Ee a rubber cold patch, or vulcanized. 







Sold separately. 
DEALER Two sizes: Seid sep 
3669 SEVENTH AVENUE puraa 8 AND ) Medium ped size 
LOS ANGELES 18, CALIFORNIA ® JOBBER and Large. : 
Jo po CAT. NO. 1708 -Medium ) retail CAT. NO. 
CAT. NO. 1709-Large { $4.50 


HEALTHWAYS...the world’s most complete line Mc: LaPe LL O aPe au Bo Pd ae 


SKIN 


retail $5.95 pr. \ 


with an ordinary 
Available at your 


sporting goods dealers who feature the fabulous 
Healthways line of underwater sports equipment! 


, PECHE-SPORT HELMET PECHE-SPORT BOOTS 


arately. 


1710 — 


2 
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Budget-Priced 
Equipment by 


LAKE 








AQUA-CADDI HARNESS 


¥2495 zi 


Carries any standard tank. Holds it 
securely. No slipping or moving around 
.. . equipped with eight, | -lb. weights. 
It’s safe! 





Combines 
Tank Harness 
and Weights 


Only 


Put on or taken off without help. 
Can’‘t slip . . . frame holds it rigid 
Gives you free movement. 

2 inch nylon straps won't cut in. 
Redistributes heavy weight of tank. 
Stands by itself . . . mouthpiece never 
touches the ground. 








AQUA-CADDI CART 


Fits Any Car Trunk 
Rubber wheels. Light- 
weight tubular frame. 
Rust-proof finish. 
Accessory hook for 
mask and other 
equipment. 








“oe ot] 


AQUA-CADDI STAND 


All metal, baked 
enamel. Holds tank 
upright. Ideal for 
storing. 


Only 
$375 


* Send for FREE catalog sheets and the 
name of your nearest dealer. 
* Dealers and Jobbers inquiries invited. 











LAKE Manufacturing Co. 


411 E. Kalamazoo Street 


Lansing, Michigan 
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Letters 


(Continued from Page 6) 

feet of water. Lo and behold, a shark, 
of five to six feet long, actually tried to 
all but beach himself to devour those 
fish! My buddy, close by, grabbed his 
Key West grange and rushed him, pierc- 
ing his back, but with a twist, the angry 
one broke the handle and rocketed off! 

On the second skirmish, a pal of mine 
speared a hog snapper or hog fish who 
tipped about seven pounds. We were in 
fifteen feet of water, murky water, this 
time. My friend was swimming against 
a strong wind, as he headed for the boat 
with the fish trailing behind the spear in 
echelon fashion. I spotted a dark one in 
the water; it disappeared and then re- 
turned. He looked about eight feet long. 
and the size of his caudal fin, proved him 
to be a thresher shark! 

I was armed with a CO/2 gun with a 
2% pound bottle mounted on it. Down the 
barrel was a 5 1/2 foot, 5/16” cold rolled 
spear with a welded bronze head. I re- 
leased the line to the gun as the shark 
became restless. 

I tightened the set screw on the shaft 
for more power! 

As the voracious one wheeled by, I 
gave the trigger a healthy pull and 
buried all of 24 inches of spear into his 
stomach, at a_ slightly-upward angle. 
Mister Shark stopped and _ shuddered; 
then full speed ahead he scooted off for 
open water. We never saw him again. 
Funny thing, my pal never saw him, and 
only believed my story when I pointed 
to the gun with a missing spear! 

C. E. Stedman, Jr. 
Coral Gables, Florida. 











Dear Jim: 

There have been quite a few divers 
write me in regard to the effectiveness of 
the .22 cal. Power Head on Jew Fish. 
After checking twelve fish taken with 
the .22 Power Head, we have found it a 
better killer than the .38 cal. Power 
Head. 

When a large fish is hit with a .38 cal. 
Power Head, the dart is driven through 
the fish and it toggles on the outside of 
the fish. In most cases the diver shoots at 
the middle of the fish, hitting it through 
the stomach cavity. This means the fish 
has a small hole through his body, but 
is not hurt too badly, and will sometimes 
fight for hours. 

As for the .22 Power Head, a fish hit 
in the same spot, the dart point will 
protrude from the far side but the first 
pull on the line will pull it back into the 
fish where it turns crosswise and tears its 
way back against the side it entered. This 
tearing action is what puts the fish out 
of commission in about an hour. 

However, if the fish are hit near the 
tail, the results are the same with either 
Power Head. 

Jack Prodanovich 
San Diego, Calif. 


Dear Editor: 

Would any female skin diving enthusi- 
ast, preferably 20 to 22 years of age. like 
to share her underwater diving ex»eri- 
ences with a Turkish diver? I am locking 
forward to corresponding with a girl 
from America. 

I have recently formed a club here in 
Istanbul, Turkey, consisting of five >oys 
and four girls. Here in Istanbul, we \vear 
a necklace made of shark’s teeth for «ood 
luck. 

Very soon, we shall make a trip t. the 
Black Sea for bass fish. Then afte we 
make a little money, we can pla: the 
long journeys to Iskenderun, for sh rk. 

Girls, address your letters to: 

Erol Tamerman 
Pangalti Zafer Sok 
Peruze Apt. 19/21 
Daire 13, 
Istanbul, Turkey. 


Dear Editor: 

We wish to extend our heart elt 
thanks to the members of the “Sea An- 
gels”, “Western Spearmen’’, “) ong 
Beach Neptunes”, “Laguna Beach _ )Diy- 
ing Club”, “Dolphins”, and all of the 
other divers and clubs that particip ited 
in the search for the body of Lloyd ( res- 
wick, who was drowned near La; una 
Beach. 

The Creswick Family 
William F. Hogan 


Dear Sir: 

In the Lake Texoma area a growing 
number of skin divers are showing up on 
the scene and, whether fact or faacy, 
the “Daily Oklahoman”, an Oklahoma 
City newspaper, had an article in its 
April 8 issue concerning theft of out- 
board motors by skin divers. Of course, 
this makes good reading in that from the 
depth of the lake thieves are ascending 
upon the unwary fishermen and_)oat 
fans are stealing their motors and disap- 
pearing below the lake to add another 
motor to their treasure trove. While it is 
not unlikely that a thief in skin diving 
apparatus would steal an outboard 
motor, it would certainly be a hard way 
to do it in my way of thinking. The care- 
lessness of persons leaving their boats an 
easy prey for thieves, places the burden 
of responsibility primarily on the boat 
owner. Nobody leaves keys in their cars 
as an invitation to car thieves, and the 
easy picking that these people allow by 
leaving motors unlocked or unguarded, 
would certainly be ludicrous theft at a 
minimum of work and ease of detection. 
However, the publicity makes it appear 
that skin divers in this area are all poten- 
tial thieves, overlooking the good service 
that has been offered in rescue and _pol- 
ice operations. Adverse publicity of this 
kind cannot but hurt the very fine sport. 

I thought you would like to have this 
piece of news for inclusion in your maga- 
zine. I wish you success in your efforts 
to further the sport. 

Hank’s Gun Shop 
H. B. LeBourgeois 
McAlester, Okla. 
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\ gil 7 —with the most honored guns in the world! 
«°o | FIRST IN WATER SPORTS! 
> Doys © 
vear : ‘ 
r “ood HEALTHWAYS leads the field with the finest, most complete line of 
underwater spear-fishing guns and hand sling spear guns in the world! 
tt ... from the basic Hawaiian Sling Spear to the all-powerful Cressi 
or Cernia Spring Gun! Striving to improve existing models and 
~ perfect new designs —Healthways introduces the 
uu the sensational new Sea Gig, Sea Spear and Sea Lance 
h rk. flexible fibreglass pole spears (that for the first time 
give spear fishermen all the added thills of rod fishing) 
i — the amazing new thermoplastic Cressi Mignon — the 
k revolutionary new Espadon Peche-Sport Arbaletes! 
l Proof positive that Healthways is indeed the “ Big Gun” 
in the underwater sports world was given when Peche-Sport 
Espadon Arbaletes won first and second place, Peche-Sport 
Arbalete third place, in the 1955 Skin Diving Championships of 
France — when the Cressi Cernia, Saetta and Torpedine won first, 
second and third places in the 1955 Skin Diving Championships of Italy — 
tle when Healthways Cressi and Espadon guns swept the field, winning all 
t elt 7 Bane ESPs euus eweP 1s 
team honors and all prizes in Majorca, Spain, in the 1955 International 
Sa honors prizes in Majorca, Sp the 195 
li Skin Diving Championships: First place, Cressi-Cernia; second place, 
a Peche-Sport Espadon; third place, Cressi Saetta! 
1 iv- 
of the HEALTHWAYS HAWAIIAN SLING SPEAR GUN (Follows 
ip ited lt Original Hawaiian Sling Design) 
Cres. 2 Cat. No. 1502 HAWAIIAN SLING SPEAR GUN with 
awl Standard 4 ft. Spear—accurate—powerful—easy to use! $ 4.95 
HEALTHWAYS SENSATIONAL FIBREGLASS POLE SPEARS 
y Cat. No. 1511 SEA GIG — 
4 ft. pole spear — 5-prong Cressi Spearhead — for close range. $ 7.95 
Cat. No. 1512 SEA SPEAR — 
y® one piece 6 ft. pole spear — Cressi detachable spearhead. $ 9.95 
Cat. No. 1513 SEA LANCE — 7’ 8” two-piece 
owing “take-down” pole spear — with Cressi detachable spearhead. $ 14.95 
up on HEALTHWAYS AQUA SPEAR POLE SPEAR (Made of Anodized Aluminum Tubing) 
incy, 
rs Cat. No. 1510 AQUA SPEAR — Deluxe Pole Spear — 7’ 3” long— 
ul . floats — takes down to two sections for carrying and storage. $ 11.95 
in its 
F out- HEALTHWAYS-CRESS! SPEAR GUNS 
course, The genius of Cressi created these amazing center-grip, precision balanced under- 
m the water guns that operate with internal power, whether spring or rubber! Cressi 
B: guns follow the principle of the modern rifle barrel — give maximum accuracy, 
ncling power and penetration! Made in Italy of “anti-corrodal”’ metal, resistant to salt 
oat water. The ultimate in the underwater spearfishing arsenal — use a Cressi gun 
d sap- once and prove it to yourself — now at new lower 1956 prices! 
nother Cat. No. 1530 CRESSI MIGNON — rubber powered — 
| ~y made of new thermoplastic— 34” long — for ‘‘close-in” work. $ 17.95 
1; ‘ing Cat. No. 1531 CRESSI SAETTA— spring powered — 45” long. $ 23.95 
d Cat. No. 1532 CRESSI TORPEDINE — spring powered — 
oar 77” long —“‘breaks”’ to convenient carrying length. $ 26.95 
d way Cat. No. 1533 CRESSI CERNIA— spring powered — 
» care- 69” long —"‘breaks” to convenient carrying length. $ 29.95 
ats an . 
ordi aa HEALTHWAYS PECHE-SPORT ESPADON ARBALETES — amazing light 
hea weight — they float! (Pat. applied for) 
* an Cat. No. 1507 BANTOM ESPADON— for “close-in” work—3-prong head $ 11.95 
d the yr Cat. No. 1508 JUNIOR ESPADON-amazing light weight-single barb head $ 14.50 
yw by Cat. No. 1509 STANDARD ESPADON — 
“ led maximum Arbalete power and accuracy — double barb head. $ 16.95 
t at a HEALTHWAYS PECHE-SPORT ARBALETES — the original Arbaletes.. 
ction. they float! 
ppear Cat. No. 1504 PECHE-SPORT JUNIOR—for close range—easy to handle. $ 17.50 
poten- Cat. No. 1505 PECHE-SPORT STANDARD — for all ‘round use. $ 19.95 
ervice Cat. No. 1506 PECHE-SPORT DE LUXE— 
d vol- with front hand grip — maximum Arbalete accuracy and power. $ 24.95 
of this 
“ ort. | . Ith i 
S|] 7 See Healthways’ complete line of water sports and sports diving 
fe this H ° 
equipment at 
m:.ga- NOTE: All Cressi alti your sporting S 
eff orts and Peche- Sport goods dealers! 
guns have posi- . 1 sa 
Soo ealuae taal Write for Free Catalog! pn 
7 wae \ HEALTHWAYS —WORLD’S FINEST. MOST COMPLETE LOS ANGELES 16.CALIFORMA © ° 
s E Dealer and Jobber inquiries solicited BA aia Tis BTL E LORS OLIGM TL ead 1a he 
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Simpler... 
Safer 






(Pat. pending) 


SPEAR GUN 
$995 


LIST 


_ 
A 


Here’s a spear gun whose accu- 
racy and handling ease will 
delight you...whose simplicity 
assures dependability every 
time .. . and whose low price 

will make you want to buy at 
| once! It’s safer, too. No trigger 
to cause accidental discharge. 


New non-slip finger grips 
and fin on the molded fiber- 
glass gun assure you of a 
- firm grip, help you aim easier 
and shoot with more power. 

Rubber bands can be re- 
placed quickly and easily, if 
need be. Tiger Shark is the 
most practical spear gun ever 
offered. See your dealer, 


or write to 


OT P 


PRODUCTS, INC. 
740 S.W. 8th Street 
Miami, Florida 





Manufacturers of Quality 
Skin Diving Equipment 
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NEW PRODUCTS 











Bernz-O-Matic—Single burner portable 
stove features easy operation and faster 
cooking. The stove operates on propane 
gas from cylinders which are discarded. 
Each cylinder provides a week of normal 
cooking, the cylinders are $1.95. The 
stove eliminates all pumping, priming, 
sooting, or filling with liquid fuels. It 
weighs five pounds and sells for $9.95, 
complete with cylinder. Marketed by Otto 
Bernz Co., Ine., Rochester, New York. 





“Barakuda Universal’”—A new popular 
priced rubber underwater camera is be- 
ing manufactured by Barakuda of Ham- 
berg, Germany. The outstanding features 
of housing are its reliability and simplic- 
ity in handling. It can be used for al- 
most all miniature cameras. It features a 
gun sight sportsfinder with large frame 
window. It is made of sturdy rubber and 
also features a plane optical porthole. 
List price is $29.95. Distributed by Alfa 


American Corp. 


- 





Aqua Phone—A few more accessories 
like this and we'll have to re-write Jules 
Verne’s works. The Aqua Phone is a 
sound powered underwater’ speaker 
which is audible to 50 feet, you can con- 
verse at seven feet. Non corrosive con- 
struction and no moving parts. Easily in- 
stalled in mouthpiece of all regulators 
except Northill. Speaker for Northill will 
be available soon. Manufactured by Un- 
derwater Sports Shop, Long Beach, Cali- 
fornia. 


Underwater International—Culminating 
four years of research and development 
this firm announces opening of business 
at 7200 Michigan, Santa Monica, Calif, 
Organized exclusively to design, manu. 
facture and distribution of underwater 
goods for world trade, a rounded line of 
spearguns and items include C02 gas 
spearguns, cartridge gun in two calibers, 
detonating powerhead, quick-release |elt, 
pole spears, light meter case, spearh: ads, 
ete. Paul E. Kazear is at the helm. 


a 
- 





Aqua Motor Soard—This unit wa- de- 
signed especially for skin divers who ‘ack 
boats. The four tubes have tremen ‘ous 
buoyancy. Airplane type prop eiimi: ates 
danger to other divers, also there ar« no 
underwater exhausts or noises. The unit 
weighs approximately 100 pounds and 
disassembles easily. Steering is don« by 
feet on a sled type bar. Plans are «vail- 
able. This is a make-it-yourself-unit 





SUN-DEK SWIMWEAR 
with 
tied-in supporter 


THE MOST COMFORTABLE, ADJUSTABL 
SWIM TRUNK FOR YOU. 


Side zipper —- 
front fly pants. 
Tailored fit. 
Sizes 26-38. 


Also boxer models 
in long and 

short length. 
Sizes 30 to 44. 


Blue - grey 

buff - lime - red. 
Illustrated in 

our hip-zip 
tied-in supporter. 











UN-DEK 
a an 


SWIM and BEACH WEAR 


1663 MISSION STREET - SAN FRANCISCO 3, CALIF 
UNderhill 3-5505 




















Performance 








. - tnt P > 
real — 
onal spearfishing 


Every Nati am has 


Championship f° 


been Voit et 


With skin-divers who really know equip- 
ment, performance is the payoff. That’s 
why experts choose Voit! 
The Voit name means the finest per- 
formance—coupled with lasting 
quality—in Swim-Fins, face plates 
and underwater guns. Added to 
these are the new Voit Lungs and 
Underwater Suits...the finest 
made. Accessories, too—weight belts, 
depth gauges, waterproof watch cases, 
snorkles, ear plugs—all backed by the 
best-known, most respected name in 
skin diving. 
If you’re looking for the best...look for Voit! 


C Crucrinasd | Snesl | Yoots Cc ‘gegen yy 


NEW YORK 11 + DANVILLE, ILL. - LOS ANGELES 11 
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buy ADVANCE DESIGN 


first 
with 





Symmetrical Fins 






Transparent Fins 






Hi-stretch Heel 
Strap Fins 






Injection Molded 
Fins 












Snorkels 










. The 
"WIDE VIEW" 
Mask 






Seamless Suits 


















Eardrum- 
Protection 
Suit Hoods 


Our Own Rubber 
Factory (Others 
have their goods 
made on bid) 














DUCK FEET 


RUBBER and FINS 





SEE IF THEY FLOAT: The cheapening 
fillers, such as clay, talc, tars and reclaims, 
are generally heavier than water. 
SMELL: Natural rubber smells like smoke. 
If no smoke smell, it is probably synthetic 
and has poor wear and tear resistance. 
(Don‘t be fooled by transparency — syn- 
thetic can be transparent. ) 

BOUNCE AGAINST SOMETHING SOLID: 
The more vibrance, the more rubber. 
STRETCH THE HEEL STRAP: Even poor 
fins should stand a two to one stretch. 
VISIT THE U.D.T. TEAMS: Eighty per 
cent use ‘‘DUCKS”. 

CONSIDER THIS: The most widely dis- 
tributed fins carry the freight of the most 
middle men. The cost of too much “‘sales 
Steam” in distribution is robbed from the 
cost of raw materials. A heavily ‘‘pushed”’ 
line of fins, sold in a fancy four-color litho 
box costing you $13.95, can have as little 
as 41c¢ worth of raw material in them. 
DUCK FEET fins are guaranteed to be 
pure, natural rubber. 

THEY FLOAT: The ribs are stiffened with 
the smallest possible amount of pure 


styrene. The heel straps are guaranteed 


to stand at least a four to one stretch. GREEN DUCK FEET contain less 
green dye and background white. 
DUCK FEET are sold to dealers and jobbers direct. 


than | % 


easily get DUCK FEET for you but quick. 


DEMAND THE GENUINE ORIGINAL DUCK FEET. 
SPEARFISHERMAN will give you same-day service by mail. 
regular size: small, medium, med. large and large. 
size: med. large, large, and extra large $12.95. Money-back guarantee. 
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Pure natural rubber is by far the 
best fin material. Natural rubber 
has superior tear resistance. It 







floats — even in fresh water. 
But say! more important — the 
zing and resilience of pure 






natural rubber fins actually 
STORES THE ENERGY YOU 
PUT INTO THE MIDDLE OF 
THE STROKE AND GIVES IT 
BACK TO YOU WITH A PUSH- 
ING, VIBRANT SNAP AT THE 
END OF THE STROKE. Hence 
the push - push - chug - chug 
of a boardy synthetic fin be- 
comes an efficient flow of power. 
But natural rubber is expensive 
— averages almost double the 
cost of synthetic, so some 
makers use synthetic or ‘‘extend”’ 
their rubber with fillers. 
















ONE CONTINUOUS 
PIECE OF RUBBER 


SEAMLESS 
FULL SUIT 


No more seams ... No more glue... 
No more patchwork! 














The revolutionary machine method of 
moulding, forms the rubber into per- 
fectly shaped and seamless suits. 100% 
waterproof! 800% stretchable! Easy 
to get into! Outlasts 2 ordinary suits! 


EXTRA LOW 1956 PRICES 


ic oe agg $39.95 


Small—Medium—Large—Extra Large. (Full 
length legs with feet, full length arms 


RES Sees $19.95 
Small, Regular, Large. (Thigh seal short 
legs, bicep seal short arms.) 
DOZENS OF BLEMISHED AND SLIGHTLY 
IMPERFECTS AT EVEN LOWER COSTS 
NOTE: Insist on the genuine Spearfisherman 
Suit — if your dealer cannot supply you, 
order factory direct. 


THE WIDE VIEW 
MASK IS BACK 


$9.95 


Your dealer can 


If no dealer near, 
DUCKS 
$8.95. Giant U.D.T. 









7521 CLAY ST. 
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CALIFORNIA 
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Dan Williams Test-Dives the 











Marathon. Fla., Feb. 29, 1956 
Rose Aviation. Inc., Madison, Ohio. 


Dear Mr. Rose: 


PRO (lung) arrived air mail .. . tests have been finished. 
Complete report to you . . . later this week . . . results very 


gratifying. 

Particularly impressed with simplicity. . . . Ease of breathing 

is a natural with second stage diaphram at mouth level. 

Tests show unit to be completely safe . . . absence of large 

hoses eliminates flooding. 

This price ($22.50) is well within reach of “do-it-yourself” 

divers whose home-made rigs can be made safe by adaptation 

of your PRO. This was my most perplexing problem as Safety 

| E, D.n Williams, pres., Williams Marine, 5969 W. 215 St., Cleve- Director of Cleveland Skin Divers Club. Thanks for this big 
land, O., Reg. Prof. Engineer, Ass’t Chf. Facilities Eng. Div., Nat’! hel wail ies - 

Advi ory Comm. for Aeronautics. 28 yrs. diving with all ‘‘lungs’’. 1elp to my satety program. 

, (Abc ve picture from 1600-ft. cclor movie of PRO test.) Yours very truly, E. Dan Williams 


Small Flexible 
Airhose 









- Pressure Reducing 
Valve 







Yoke Fits 


All Scuba Rael 












od of Soft Rubber  — = \@ . i 

5 $s Mouthpiece cu oR ® * 4 “ 

Easy , ; 

suits! 

19.95 5 50 

iF il Demand Regulator 100% Corrosion Resistant ‘ As 

9.95 and Exhalation Valve Materials Shown 

nort 

' 

HTLY 

STS 4 ll 

erm n J J Se Ul titi Se eee ee eee Te = re ltl ta nasal as 

yeu Why More Skin-Divers Are Choosing PRO 
New principle! Simplified-functional design is more ROSE AVIATION, INC < ' 
efficient! Approved by lab. and underwater tests as ‘ i ‘ 
easier, safer “breathing” at all depths the human Dept. 1232, Madison, Ohio 
body can endure — under all conditions. The only 
self-contained Demand Regulator, Exhalation Valve Send FREE complete details on the PRO. ' 
Mouthpiece for constant equalized pressures. No - 
“flooding”! No more bulky “‘oversize’’ hoses, no ree 
costly ‘‘corrective’’ accessories. Meets Navy and Air sts ‘ , ste 
Force requirements. 100% corrosion resistant. Fits St t 
standard tanks. “Makes safe’ home-made outfits. — 
One-year guarantee. By every comparison your greatest City a State 


scuba valve for skin diving pleasure and safety. Get é ‘ ' 
complete details from Rose Aviation, Inc. Dept. 1232, 
Madison, Ohio, 0-2  —‘“‘“‘“‘ésésésC((((( Neem meen ewww ecw e een e econ ne Sutencene cone Ses esse: seaamn 
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PENNSYLVANIA'S 


MARES Swim Equipment 


World-famous Mares underwater 
swim equipment from Italy is now 
available in this country, exclu- 
sively distributed by Pennsylvania 
Athletic Products. Designed for 
speed, safety and maneuverability, 
every item in the Mares line is 
equal to the most demanding 
underwater conditions. If you 
want the best, insist on Mares at 
your favorite skin diving specialty 
shop or sporting goods dealer. 


Superfin #100. 
Highest quality, 
designed for the ys 
advanced skin 4 
diver. Fullslipper- 

type, with flat or 

offset design for 
speedanddiving. 





Superfin #200. 
a - Top quality, ad- 
§ justable, ex- 
tremely soft and 
comfortable, with 
flat or offset 
blade. Excellent 
bination avail- for use with sox, 
able. Each equip- rubber shoes or 
ped with wide suits. 
vision, double- ey 


Mask or mask 
and snorkel com- 


strength lens, 





safety headband 
and perfect seal 





Spearguns—High 
quality spring 
guns, rubber- 
powered arba- 
letes and CO2 
models for every 








use. 


THE GENERAL TIRE & RUBBER COMPANY 
PENNSYLVANIA ATHLETIC PRODUCTS DIVISION 
BOX 951, AKRON, OHIO 
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W. Ford Young. diver and photographer 


of British Honduras, caught these yellow and 
white Grunts seeking refuge under a branching coral. 


BRITISH 
HONDURAS 


By W. FORD YOUNG 


sritish Honduras is a British Crown 
Colony located on the Caribbean coast 
of Central America about 825 miles al- 
most due south of New Orleans. It has 
a land area of about 8.600 square miles 
and is bounded on the north by Mexico 
and on the west and south by Guatemala. 
In addition to this dry land, the Colony 
includes another 4.000 square miles of 
shallow, island-studded waters offering 
infinite fascination to skin divers. 

The reef lies only ten to twenty miles 
off the coast and provides a well-pro- 
tected and spectacularly beautiful area 
for diving, swimming, sailing, fishing. 


and motorboating. The numberless small 
coral sand islets, some utterly bare of 
anything but the coral fragments and 
others arched with coconut palms, rise 
six to seven feet above mean sea level 
along the reef. Tides seldom exceed one 
foot and present no problem of tricky 
currents or murky waters. 

There are butterflies. parrot fish, ser- 
geant majors, grunts, trigger fish, tangs. 
pork fish, angel fish, small snappers. 
jacks, and hundreds of others in abun- 
dant confusion. For a really tasty meal 
one usually can locate by its feelers one 
of the large crayfish (locally called 
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An :mperturable Hogfish poses for his portrait. 


lobs ers) which hide in the holes in the 
corel. A little skilled maneuvering with 
a ge lf-like hook or small spear will pro- 
cure you a dinner to tickle the most par- 
ticu ar palate. 

In most places the sea floor drops off 
shar ply outside the reef to a depth of two 
or three hundred fathoms, furnishing 
the spearfisherman his hunting ground 
at whatever depth he chooses. Many 
channels cut through the main reef and 
form favorite feeding grounds for a 
large variety of game fish. including sev- 
eral varieties of grouper. amberjack, 
jewlish, crevalle. barracuda, tarpon. 
snapper, snook, etc. Along the reef and 
often to the landward side are found the 
sharks and rays of all kinds which pro- 
vide exciting sport for the spearfisher- 
man. 

Sailboats or powerboats ranging from 
a skiff powered by a five-horse outboard 
to cabin cruisers up to 50 feet in length 
are available for hire at reasonable rates. 
Furthermore. the enthusiast may rent 
fins. faceplates. belts. snorkels. or spear- 
guns. Compressed air is not yet avail- 
able and as a result there are no lungs 
for hire. Incidentally. anyone planning 
to bring a compressor or any other elec- 
trical equipment must bear in mind that 
the power supply in the city of Belize 
is direct current, either 110 or 220 volts. 
Baymen Sports. Ltd.. P. O. Box 354. 
Belize, will answer queries about accom- 
modations, the availability of specific 
items, or any other questions. 

The most favorable months for skin 
diving and particularly for photography. 
probably are during the dry season, 
which normally lasts from about Decem- 
ber to June. During these months one 
may expect a great deal of sun. and the 





—Photo by W. Ford Young. 


water will be crystal clear. Diving dur- 
ing the rest of the year is good, but the 
water may become somewhat cloudy dur- 
ing periods of heavy wind or rain. 

To reach this skin diving “frontier”. 
one almost has to travel by air. since 
only one small boat out of New Orleans 
accepts passengers for Belize. Air sched- 
ules are as follows: 

TAN Airlines from Miami on 
Monday and Thursday: Round trip. 
U.S. $99.00. 

TACA International from New 
Orleans on Wednesday and Satur- 
day: Round trip, U. S. $129.60 
In addition to these two lines which 

connect directly with the States. BWIA 
has a weekly flight on Monday from 
Jamaica and the Cayman Islands: 
SAHSA (Pan American’s subsidiary in 
the Republic of Honduras) connects with 
San Pedro Sula. Honduras. on Wednes- 
days and Saturdays: and British Colo- 
nial Airlines maintain internal service 
in the Colony and connect with Chetumal 
just across the border in Mexico. 

Customs and Immigration do not 
make it difficult for a tourist. All that 
a U.S. citizen needs is a valid passport 
or a tourist card and a current small pox 
vaccination certificate. 

First class hotel accommodations have 
been available in Belize since 1954 when 
the modern and attractive Fort George 
Hotel was opened overlooking the Carib- 
bean. Its accommodations. service. and 
cuisine are on par with any in Central 
America, at a rate of approximately 
U.S. $10.00 a day, meals included. Less 
imposing accommodations at the old 
Palace Hotel or one of several boarding 
houses run from U. S. $3.50 to U. S. 
$5.00 per day with meals. > 





PENNSYLVANIA'S 


Fathomlite and Snorkels 


To complete your skin diving 
equipment and assure the most 
underwater enjoyment, Pennsyl- 
vania brings you the new Fathom- 
lite and other accessories, tested 
and approved by Hawaii’s skin 
divers. These items are a ‘‘must”’ 
for every diver. See them at 
your favorite skin diving specialty 
shop or sporting goods dealer. 


Fathomlite water- 
proof case,made 
especially for big 
beam, 5 or 6 cell 
flashlights. Af- 
fords superior 
underwater vi- 
sion, regardless 
of depth. 








Waikiki Swim 
Pipe—Flexible 

tube and unusual- 

ly soft rubber a 
mouthpiece. Rug- 

ged, simple con- 
struction. 


; 2 


Honolulu Swim 
Pipe — Extra- 
large pipe with 
automatic ball 
valve and spit 
valve for easy 
tube clearing. 
Perfect for surf 
and rough water. 











THE GENERAL TIRE & RUBBER COMPANY 


PENNSYLVANIA ATHLETIC PRODUCTS DIVISION 
BOX 951, AKRON, OHIO 
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Tobago Island lies 21 miles from 
Trinidad, which is just north of Vene- 
zuela. It is 26 miles long and 714 miles 
wide, with a population of 33,250, bas- 


ically negro. Due to the proximity of 
Trinidad to the headwaters of the 
Orinoco River, the water conditions 
around Trinidad are not too clear. There- 
fore everyone advised me to go to 
Tobago, both because of the clear water, 
and because of Anthony. 

Anthony seemed to be the magic word: 
when anyone saw my gear, airlines and 
hotel employes, cab divers, the man on 
the street, all advised me to see Anthony. 
Convinced, I made arrangements to go 
fishing with the fabulous Anthony. 

Anthony was a treat and a wonder to 
behold, weighing about 275 pounds, 
speaking the Queen’s English, completely 
at home in the water. Outstanding was 
the fact that he knew the location of 
every fish and shell on the island, and 
the scientific name of each fish and shell. 

The spearfishing world is small, as 
evidenced by this episode when I first 
met Anthony. He carefully examined my 
equipment, apparently sizing up my fish- 
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J. O. admires the 
Tobago gun bust- 
er. 79 inches long. 


ing prowess by the type of gear utilized, 
and noted my “Coca Cola”. He then 
brought forth a modification of the Coca 
Cola, and bells began to ring. This was 
the same gun utilized by Jim Connell, 
formerly of Rio. In fact it was Jim who 
suggested that I stop in Tobago on the 
way to the States. Apparently Jim had 
given it to Anthony. Unfortunately it 
was in need of repair, not easily obtained 
on the island. 


Tobago with its leisurely atmosphere 
is indeed a wonderful place to fish. In 
the seven and one-half days I fished, the 
size, variety, and number of fish I saw 
was considerable. My luck was the usual 
beginner’s, good and bad both. In the 
first afternoon we fished a point north 
of Bucco Bay. A large seven foot ray 
was speared. I slipped over the side, 
worrying about sharks as usual, when 
directly under the boat was a large 
grouper apparently attracted by the fuss 
created by the ray. Ah, I will get him! 
Carefully checking everything and quiet- 
ly diving down for a shot, all was well, 
I picked my shot, with a “Well. here 
goes,” boom!, nothing happened. I had 


TOBAGO 
ISLAND 





By JIM OETZEL 


missed completely. The grouper moved 
a few feet away and gave me a look of 
contemptuous scorn. Well as you all can 
guess he waited around until I had the 
gun reloaded before he slipped away 
among the sea fans. 

Suddenly it seemed my shark fears 
had materialized, because several loomed 
out of late afternoon shadows and scared 
me stiff. But no, they were not sharks, 
what were they? Ah, tarpon. I realized 
finally that I had seen my first tarpon. 
This command performance lineup was 
repeated several times, each time with 
the same startling effect, but no chance 
for a shot. Meanwhile Anthony speared 
a 35 pound yellowfinned grouper, and 
it was time to head in. Tomorrow was 
the day, a tarpon for me. This is the 
fisherman’s nemesis, manana, manana! 

We were off early the next day, but 
the early morning proved disappointing. 
Very few fish were seen and nothin» of 
size. This was a familiar pattern: I had 
my chances the day before but mu fled 
them. So the old story, we will try one 
more place, Plymouth Point. We an- 
chored near the white water that was 
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Jim Octzel gets around. He is shown here 
with a six foot eel speared at Wake Is- 
lan«’. 
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Rene Colin at Canton Island in the Pa- 
cific displays his 71% pound Wrasse 
(Cheilinus Undulatus). Photo by Jim 
Oetzel. 


boiling around the point. This place 
looked promising, but who can tell. 
However it wasn’t long before I saw 
several schools of tarpon. I managed 
to get a couple of scales off one. I had 
some shots at snappers and groupers, 
but no luck, Of ccurse you know the 
next chapter. Foolishly I kept on with 
one CO. cartridge for the Coca Cola, 
then it happened, a large grouper boiled 
up from the bottom to have a look at 
me. I let him have it in the head, and 
away he went, dragging float and every- 
thing with him. He tore loose from the 
line and wedged himself in a crack, ap- 
parently sick. Maybe he would wait for 
me while I went back to the boat for 
cartridges. Naturally the swim was 
against the current, and as you can im- 
agine I began to see every kind of fish 
known to Tobago. Several large bar- 
racuda circled hypnotically, menacing, 


the devils! How did they know I had 
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... the book critics 
have called the best 
yet published on 
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SEA: full, 
sea and marine life. 
SPEARING FISH: 
ered; photographs 
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MYSTERY: plenty of it tales of At 
lantis, monsters; Indian leger giant 
squid, why Japanese pearl divers work 
bare-chested. 
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SAFETY: explanation of 
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PHOTOGRAPHY: informative text and 
illustrations. 
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8 illustrations. 


302 pages packed with 42 


ae At all Book and 
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153 E. 24th St., New York 








an empty gun? I also saw a large cobra 
or wahoo and several schools of tarpon. 
Finally reaching the boat | explained 
the situation to the boy, because An- 
thony and the other diver were not 
around. Of course on the way back the 
situation was the same, many large fish 
about, snappers and others. And it was 
no surprise to find that the grouper was 
not so obliging, he had left the crack he 
was holed up in. Now what? I started 
to look around for another likely looking 
spot, like it says in the book, when all 
at once from under a nice looking ledge, 
a grouper came out for a look. Whether 
it was the original one. I didn’t know. 
Meanwhile I was attempting to straighten 
out my spearshaft and finally succeeded. 
I went down under the ledge which was 
situated directly under a rocky cliff with 
plenty of surge and managed to get a 
shot in his head. This was supposed to 
knock him out. but it didn’t. and the tug 
of war started. with me losing every 
round. This routine took up several 
hours. By this time I was cold, hungry 
and exhausted when I saw the boat go 
by about 500 yards away. Cripes! Didn't 
they see me? I needed another shaft. 
Yes. they slowly were edging shoreward, 
and Anthony slipped over the side with 
another shaft. However, another shot 
didn’t help much, it seemed to spur Mr. 
Jewfish to greater efforts. Finally, how- 


ever, he relinquished his corner and 
came with us. I didn’t learn his weight, 
but he was 79 inches long. 

Now I thought was the time to look 
for my barracuda friends. Sure enough 
one was still around, but needless to say 
he sensed that I had a loaded gun and 
was after him. He drifted slowly away 
from me, keeping out of range. 

Anthony filled me in on what had hap- 
pened: the boat had drifted because the 
anchor broke off, and then the motor got 
temperamental, so they had to maneuver 
the boat in without motor or anchor so 
we could land the fish. All’s well that 
ends well. but you must wait for the 
finale. The camera broke as we were tak- 
ing pictures of the catch. Fortunately 
I got a few shots first. 

Well. what did I learn this trip? 
Something we all know: when you are 
unprepared or unloaded. the fish, poor 
sports, know it and come in. Oh, I guess 
it’s fun to get the same lesson vear after 
year, spot after spot. | might learn some 
day. but that wouldn’t be any fun, be- 
cause there wouldn’t be any fish stories 
about the one that got away. So adios 
til the next school session. Adict that 
I am, I'll go back again, prepared. Ha! 
Two thirds of hunting and fishing stories 
are devoted to unpreparedness and how 


luck helped overcome negligence. ie 
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Marathon 
Florida 


By JOHN P. GOGGIN 


Marathon is an unincorporated com- 


munity of about 3,500 population on a 


red 
gr 


is 


oup of islands, the largest of which 
Key Vaca, 105 miles Southeast of 


Miami, 45 miles East of Key West. 


RICHARDS ” ... NEW YorK’s LARGEST SPEARFISHING CENTER 










PRE-TESTS all Equipment for SAFETY and DURABILITY! 


All skin diving products are quality checked and carefully tested by our staff of experts under 
actual oceanic conditions from aboard our 31 foot cruiser before authorized for sale. 


Skin Diver's Corner... NEW ITEMS 


ONE YEAR GUARANTEE ON ALL 
OF OUR EQUIPMENT! 

We are the authorized Eastern Aqualung re- 
pair depot. 

ANOTHER FIRST! 

Our expert diver gives you a free, private, one 
hour lesson at the Hotel St. George swimming 
pool with the purchase of any diving lung. 
COMPLETE SELECTION! 

We have the largest selection of diving equip- 
ment ... GUARANTEED . . . and available at 


modest prices. Postage Prepaid in U.S. 


MONTHLY SPECIALS 





RUBBER GLOVES ..$2.95 aii Fo, 
WRIST SEALS... . $5.95 
120 Ft. DEPTH ¥, 95 
GAUGE ........$1.25 
VALUE $10.15 


a 






Aerial view of 
Marathon. Photo 
by Ed Swift, Jr. 


Its popularity among vacationers re- 
sults from a friendly understanding of 
what the clean-cut sportsman-vacationer 
wants and providing it at a reasonable 
cost. Here accommodations are available 








“N — 
~~ 
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FROGMAN T-SHIRTS . . . 4 col- 
ored emblem on Heavy Weight 
quality White T-Shirt. 

Adult sizes ...... S,M,L $1.25 
Children sizes ..... 4:12 $1.00 
JANTZEN’S IMPORTED COTTON 
REVERSIBLE TRUNKS 

Black or Red Plaid Reverse; Red 
or Green Plaid Reverse; Brown 
or Brown Plaid Reverse 

Shanes BO occ ciercess $5.95 
Jantzen Plaid Supporters to 
Match Above 
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GANTNER’S Nylon Elastic 
RACING TRUNKS 

Black, Royal, Grey, White 
Sizes: 28-42 


Sew-On Patch ........... $.25 















STERLING SILVER “FROGMAN” 
TIE CLASP. Beautifully detailed. 
$3.95 














to suit your budget from the swank and 
ultra-exclusive to “just folks”. 

The Middle Keys of the Florida keys 
chain are in a unique position for (|ish- 
ing and skin diving since they have im- 







Just 25¢; 
¢ includ 
n es 
An - 



















fins, 
Monthly Specionn” Our 














MARK VII CO’ PISTOL 
18-inch length 
20-30 Shots Per Cartridge 
MARK VI SPINNING REEL 








ee $5.95 
MARK II FOOT LOADER 
Fits Any Arbalete........ $1.95 





Skin Diving Library. 

“SKIN DIVER’S GUIDE TO 
AMERICAN WATERS” ... .$1.75 
DIVE by Rick Carrier... a com- 









plete text book ......... $4.95 


AIR STATION OPEN ‘TIL 10 P.M. DAILY... 


RICHARDS AQUALUNG CENTER 


233 WEST 42nd STREET, 
NEW YORK 36, N.Y. + 


Counselors and outfitters for world-wide underseas expeditions. | 
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mediate access to the Gulf of Mexico, 
the Florida Bay, the Reef, the Gulf 
Stream, and countless smaller bays and 
channels. 

Marathon, for some time, has been 
a popular winter resort for the sports- 
man who liked our mild winters and 
warin waters. as well as our excellent 
fishing. Our pleasant days in summer, 
tempered by the breezes from the South- 
east. are making Marathon a favorite 
spot for summer vacationers too. There 
is a big sports fishing fleet of charter 
boat: available. Comfortable party or 
bottom fishing boats carry larger groups 
to tle fishing grounds at moderate cost. 
Skifis, with or without outboard motors, 
can be rented by those who wish to fish 
alone. And for those who bring their 
eral! by trailer, launching facilities are 
ava’ lable. 

However. the day has passed when 
Marathon is only a fishing village and 
the motif of the “Riviera of America” 
is r:pidly replacing it. A wide variety 
of :notels offer several luxurious swim- 
mins pools in tropical surroundings, 
yac'it basins, sandy beaches, playgrounds 
for -hildren, shuffleboard courts and ten- 
nis courts. The warm water is ideally 
suited for skin diving. At the restau- 
ranis, excellent chefs serve native food 
as vell as foreign dishes and standard 
American fare is not forgotten. As a 
yachting center, Marathon’s natural, 
protected harbors, with well-equipped 
marinas, make it a busy flourishing 
yachting rendezvous. 

Vast channels among the islands, 
through which the clean tides surge be- 
tween the Gulf of Mexico and the Atlan- 
tic. are the highways of a myriad of fish 


and other marine life. Most of the va- 
rieties are permanent residents, but from 
fall until spring, the migrating Spanish 
mackerel and King mackerel (Kingfish) 
congregate in great schools to increase 
the aquatic population for the sportsman 
and skin diver. Then, in the spring. the 
migrating Tarpon comes in hordes, how- 
ever, many are present the year around. 
Some of the odd creatures. many of them 
giants like the sawfish. sharks, rays and 
sea turtles, provide sport with harpoon 
or heavy tackle, as well as objects for 
nature study. The Florida spiney lob- 
ster or crawfish is abundant and so are 
conchs. Strategically situated on the 
Overseas Highway, Marathon places the 
angler and diver in the heart of the 
gamefish waters of the Gulf Stream and 
the Florida Reefs and the Bay of Florida. 

The waters of the Keys hold interest 
and excitment for all types of divers: 
those who have read of the wrecks of 
treasure laden ships in the eighteenth 
century and who seek them under the 
water for the value of the treasure itself 
or the thrill of historic finds: those 
whose interest is in the treasures of na- 
ture. the shells. the ferns, the rich hues 
of red and yellow. blue and lavender. 
when the light strikes down to set the 
coral aglow and the brilliant sea fans 
waving: for the diver with the fixed air 
supply. and the skin diver who carries 
his compressed air with him: for the 
underwater photographer: all find the 
warm waters of the Keys a veritable 
treasureland. 

Guides to instruct and advise, equip- 
ment to buy or to rent, make it easy for 
the novice diver. as well as the seasoned 
diver, to enjoy the waters of the Florida 
Keys. >= 








Read about the Underwater Jamboree to be held in Marathon July 
22-29 on Page 43. Three big contests. 











Herb Wood and 
Calvin Bartelt in- 
spect the remains 
of an ancient Mis- 
sion Bell discover- 
ed on a wreck 
near Marathon, 


Fla. 





TRIPOLI, 
LIBYA 


By SIMON CODRINGTON 


The Underwater Explorers Club. 


The club is situated approximately 
two miles west of Tripoli. within 100 
yards of the sea. For transportation 
there is a half hourly bus service which 
passes nearby, and taxis are plentiful. 

The club consists of changing rooms 
for men and women, complete with 
showers. lockers and normal ablutions— 
a storeroom for equipment—a bar and 
most attractive restaurant which inci- 
dentally serves the best food in Tripoli- 
a sun terrace and a private stretch of 
rocky coastline. Scuba instruction and 
the hire of lungs, boat. underwater cam- 
era. etc.. can be arranged at the short- 
est notice. For those who have their own 
“lungs”, just leave your empty bottles 
at the club in the evening and collect 
them recharged the following morning. 

Visibility underwater is good, while 
there is next to no tide, and strong 
currents are virtually unheard of. The 
sea bed is rocky for some 200 yards out 
to sea along most of the coastline, and 
the average depth over the rocks ranges 
from 12 to 50 feet. 

Fish most likely to be met are group- 
ers, dentex, mullet, rays and assorted 
rock fish. Guitar fish are also quite plen- 
tiful. and during the tunney fishing sea- 
son, it is not unusual to encounter shark. 

It is generally possible to swim with- 
out a suit from April until November, 
the best months being September. Octo- 
ber and November. 

When not diving, the town of Tripoli 
offers the following attractions: Two 
first-class luxury hotels, a casino, two 
night clubs. modern shops and cinemas 
and a few good restaurants. It is also 
worth noting that Tripoli has the repu- 
tation of being the cleanest town on the 
North African coast. 

For those who like exploring on land 
as well as under the water. there are the 
magnificent Roman ruins to visit at Sa- 
Both are 
within easy reach of Tripoli. Finally, if 


bratha and Leptis Magna. 


you have the time, a journey to the ruins 
of Cirene and Apollonia east of Benghazi 
is well worth while. The latter, by the 
way, is partly under the sea. 

Direct air passages can be made to 
Tripoli from London, Rome, Malta, Tu- 
nis and Cairo, >=» 
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By SALLIE SAWYER SMITH tee 
Skin diving makes a man tou :h!! bea ‘re 

totve 

record 
ider tiff 

Buena Vista in Spanish means “good view” and they cer- tenn lh of TC 
tainly got a good view of fish both from the top of the water The pr 
and from underneath it! Howard Lindenmeyer, Jack Opper- of ‘1s 
man and Scott George of the Pescadores, a Los Angeles skin whe li 
diving club, flew down to Rancho Buena Vista on the gulf side The 
of Baja, California, half way between La Paz and the tip of the for sel 
peninsula, for a week of underwater adventure. They loaded ios 
the plane, a Cessena 170, to capacity with spearguns, flippers, bigver 
masks, snorkels and an underwater camera, and left San Diego seeing 
early in the morning for an 800-mile flight as smooth as the turcuo 
waters of the Gulf of California. spiny 5 
As they neared the rancho they flew low over the 15-mile convict 
white sand crescent of Palmas Bay and spotted an acre of boil- hundre 
ing turbulence —a giant school of yellowtail swimming in a ing pu 
circular pattern and churning the water white with their thrash- They k 
ing. This promised good spearing ahead! boys Ic 
Rancho Buena Vista is a unique self-contained unit in the leap tw 
wild fresh country of Baja, California, 10 miles from the near- the sea 


est village of Santiago, and literally “built out of the ground”. |S Pater a hae at) Ag tg from the Gulf off black ; 


The main lodge and comfortable cabins are constructed of water } 





bricks baked in a kiln right on the site from local clay and Skat 
thatched with fronds from the nearby palms. Modern plumbing thick ‘ 
and refrigeration, American food with Spanish touches and Tenens 
good companionship in the rancho cantina offer a pleasant con- Meache 
trast to the primitive beauty of sunlit sand, sea and sky. Owners St be 
Herb and Myrt Tansey greeted them at the rancho’s own landing just th 
strip. The boys watched the full moon rise out of the water 50 om 
yards from the front porch of the lodge and planned an early i se 
start for their first day. kept th 
They awoke to a curious sound and went outside to see the — 
surf alive with thousands of small bait fish. The shallow water. twistin, 
actually darkened by their numbers, would suddenly turn to Reor a 
light blue as they jumped vainly and dodged the fierce rushes asinine 
of the larger fish feeding on them. Surf casters were landing kif } 
yellowtail out of this boiling cannibalistic tangle and shouting feet a 
native boys would rush into the surf to cast their homemade a 
spears at the easy targets. The pelicans were the best fishermen HL. di 
of this early dawn hour, crash-diving from flight formation into prey in the clear warm water. Schools of yellowtail, ca-} he aad 
this bountiful breakfast spread. The sun pushed a sliver of brilla and sheepshead examined them curiously much to 
crimson over the horizon and then popped up in a fiery red the regret of several of them. Within an hour they ‘ad Ine « 
ball. The boys literally swam thru a whirl of anchovies and a dozen lobster to add to the lunch menu. On the afver-) 2 a Le 
sardines as thick as a live bait tank to get a look at the larger noon of that first day Howard was prospecting over some <ub- Baja, C 
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merged ledges about a quarter mile out 
from the beach and spotted a long purple 
shape resting between two giant rocks. 
Taking a deep breath, he eased up and 
shot straight thru the gill plate. The 
monster off like a hotrod! With only a 
single loop of line on his double rubber 
speargun, it was a fight to see which 
would tire first in the 20-foot depth of 
the ‘ish’s own element. As he struggled 
and thrashed in circles, Howard would 
let him run in the are toward shore and 
pull the line tight when he headed for 
oper water. The fish was exhausted be- 
fore Howard and he landed him in the 
sant. after twenty minutes that seemed 
an ¢ ernity. Hooking a glove thru the gill 
and ‘hrowing the fish over his shoulder, 
he beaded for the certified spring balance 
scal.s which they had brought with 
then:. 57 pounds of harvest-moon colored 
par:o liso glowed in the afternoon sun- 
ligh. and lived up to its American name 
of 1 -d snapper by closing a jaw like a 
bea trap on Howard’s thumb gashing it 
tot .e bone. They believed this to be a 
record weight for the species officially 
identified by the Department of Zoology 
of | .C.L.A. as Lutjanus novemfasciatus. 
The prize was presented to the Governor 
of distrito del Sur de Baja California 
who lives a half mile from the rancho. 


lhe days passed, full of opportunities 
for selecting shots from the schools of 
40 ‘o 50 pound fish, or looking for that 
biger one to come along, or just sight- 
seeing among the needlefish, porpoise, 
turjuoise and orange-shaded parrot fish, 
spiny pufferfish, turtles, black and yellow 
convict-striped fish. Herds of fifty to a 
hundred manta rays would form a wav- 
ing purple carpet under the swimmers. 
They became so commonplace that the 
boys lost all fear of them. They would 
lea twenty feet in the air to shake off 
the sealice somersaulting like a ten-foot 
black and white pinwheel and hit the 
water with an ear-tingling bellyflop. 

Skates, angelshark and rays lay as 
thick as shingles on the floor of the 
ocean. H. L. had an 8-mm movie camera 
attached to an extra speargun and a four- 
foot bat ray half-buvied in the sand with 
just the rope of his tail and his eyes 
showing doubled as subject and target. 
He shot the ray between the eyes and 
kept the camera running until the ray’s 
diving, slashing with its barbed tail and 
twisting finally broke the line. Four days 
later and a mile further up the bay H. L. 
happened to glance over the side of the 
skiff. A patch of white gleamed thru 30 
feet of clear water and there was the 
dead ray still transfixed by the spear. 
H. L. dived down and retrieved the spear 
he had written off as lost. 


)ne day they took a taxi down to Cabo 


San Lucas, the southernmost point of 
Baja, California where the Pacific Ocean 








meets the Gulf waters. Here they dived 
undisturbed by the pounding of the 
waves on the cold Pacific side just 
around the point in a region of pin- 
nacles, arches and tunnels extending 
above and below the surface. 

Jack had saved his powerhead for the 
worthy target that presented itself here. 
Fifty feet south of the southernmost rock 
of Baja, California the hulk of a grouper 
hung motionless in the marine shadows. 
Jack shot and the fish burst into action. 
Lunging, twisting, fighting the spear and 
the man for ten minutes in open water, 
he finally lodged in a cave about 75 feet 
under water. Jack tied the line to the 
boat and tried to pull the fish free, but 
their combined strength broke the 1000- 
pound test line and the fish won that 
round. 

Determined to win the next one, Jack 
was swimming about a hundred yards 
from shore when he was overtaken by a 
rush of fish so thick they were almost 
rubbing against him. Surrounded by 
torpedo shapes with crescent tails and 
large glassy eyes, he took time for a 
careful selection and shot. He discovered 
then why the Mexicans call this fish 
“pescado fuerte” (strong fish). He towed 
Jack in a furious twenty-minute battle 
that bent his rigid-head spear almost 
double. When finally landed, he tipped 
the scales at 54 pounds. The natives 
warmed the boys with coffee which they 
grow, roast and grind themselves and 
lace with gin, and with praise for the 
“pescadores”. 

On their last day at Rancho Buena 
Vista they rented a skiff to go ten miles 
up the coast to Punta Pescadero and 
work the water back to the rancho. This 
beautiful scenic point offered yellowfins, 
cabrilla and roosterfish as targets and 
trumpetfish, triggerfish and skipjack as 
colorful distractions. The problem, as 
always, was not to find the fish but to 
select from the thousands presented to 
their guns. Scotts speared his prize fish 
of the trip here —an unusual looking 
joker which he insisted was the rare and 
interesting “French grunt”. 

On the final dive of this last day, Jack 
latched onto a red snapper that weighed 
in at 66 pounds and broke H. L.’s re- 
cord. Both of these fish and the fuerte 
were registered for records according to 
the regulations of the International Un- 
derwater Spearfishing Association. 

With the whole underwater world at 
their doorstep, the boys hated to leave 
Rancho Buena Vista. The food locker 
was choked full of fish and the natives 
for five miles up and down the beach 
were supplied for days. And the Pes- 
cadores had memories of the ease and 
simplicity of diving with faceplate, flip- 
pers and free air to take home with 
them. > 


TS gthey Se Wt 

Jack Opperman of the Pescadores with 
the 54 pound Furete (strong fish) landed 
after a fierce battle off the tip of Baja 
California. 





Howard Lindenmeyer and victim . .. a 
brilliant copper colored Pargo Liso (Red 
Snapper). The spear barely penetrated 
the gill plate. 


SKIN DIVER—JUNE—21 








A Tourist Diver in the... 


CARIBBEAN 


By TOM WINTER 


The diving is fantastic and the living 
is cheap. That’s what I found during 
a recent trip through the Caribbean and 
I’d like to pass on what I learned about 
living and diving conditions in the var- 
ious islands. 

But first let me tell you about my 
first dive in tropical waters. It was near 
the big reef off Tobago and Anthony, a 
fine diver, was my guide. Now I’ve 
heard of “breath taking” experiences 
but the only time it happened to me was 
when I first looked into tropical waters. 
The beauty of what I saw made me 
feel like I used to feel jumping into the 
water off Catalina Island in January 
without a rubber suit. The delicate 
fingers of white and tan coral twenty 
feet below me formed a lace-like pattern 
which was duplicated by their shadows 
on the white sand. Among the coral 
swam thousands of bright irradiant fish. 
small but brighter than any flower or 
butterfly I’ve ever seen. 

With Anthony’s advice I 


got sev eral 





The peaceful harbors of the Caribbean await the traveling under- 
Above is St. George. Grenada. 


water sportsman, 
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grouper and snapper. What they call 
snapper there looks like a grouper ex- 
cept that they have a straight nose and 
are a yellowish red color. I’ve never 
heard of a snapper over fifty pounds, 
but of course, grouper go up to the 
hundreds. They both are bottom fish. 
feed on anchovy size fish in shallow 
water night and morning and lie among 
the coral fifteen feet and deeper during 
the day. They are both good eating and 
when speared they both head for a cave 
and wedge themselves in, but more 
about that later. 
The Islands in General 

The Caribbean islands are a beach 
paradise any time of the year. The wa- 
ter is warm, it’s sunny, there are not 
many insects, the people are nice and 
they don't think you’re a bum just be- 
cause you lie on the beach all day. From 
their latitude, the islands should be very 
hot. but built in air-conditioning in the 
form of trade winds keeps all but the 
interior of big islands balmy and agree- 
able night and day all year round. Ac- 
tually I suppose that April to the end 
of August are the best months because 
the rest of the year is the storm season 


which may disrupt your schedule tr wvel. 
ing between the islands and there will 
be more days when the sea will b: too 
rough for a row boat. If you don’t iave 
a choice though, don’t let it worry ,ou, 
you won't miss more than one da. in 
twenty due to bad weather and the rest 
of the time the water is just as warm and 
the diving just as good. Unlike the Ba. 
hamas, the bottom off shore falls off 
quickly to deep ocean. This prob ably 
accounts for the good fishing but also 
probably accounts for the fact tha! the 
water is rarely clear enough for ; ood 
color pictures. It is difficult to see bot- 
tom in more than forty feet of w ter. 

There isn’t much night life on any 
of the islands but there is unique e: ter- 
tainment, nevertheless. On the big isl: nds 
there are calypso singers who make up 
a song in rhyme as they go along to the 
accompaniment of their guitars. You'll 
find whole orchestras in which the only 
instruments are old oil drums cut off 
to various sizes. The tops of the drums 
are divided into sections and each see- 
tion is heat treated and shaved so as to 
produce a different note. 

Diving is still new to the islands and 
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you can hire a fisherman to row you 
around in his rowboat all day for $1.80. 
He'll be very interested in what you’re 
doinz and you'll win a permanent friend 
if you'll give him the extra fish from 
your catch. Go to the lee side of the 
island where the water will usually be 
calmer and clearer and go to a fishing 
villave. There you can find a boatman 
and zet him to row you out to where he 
thins there are fish in more or less 
shaliow water. 

] remember one evening off a little 
islar 1 in Man ’O War bay off the island 
of !obago we ran into a heavy school 
of | sit. In the school you couldn’t see 
six ches in front of you, but at about 
ten eet you suddenly came into clear 
water like an airplane descending 
thro igh a cloud into clear air. Hovering 
just below the school and feeding on 
the unlucky bottom row of fish were 
twer'y five big grouper and snapper. 
We ould dive down through the cloud 
com letely hidden and then suddenly 
pop out and spear them before the 
groi per would see us. 

Tiere are divers on all of the big 
islar ds and you can ask the townspeople 
who they are. They are always glad to 
tell -ou the good spots. A few places 
clos: to the major cities have been heav- 
ily ‘ished but there is always virgin 
territory a few miles down the coast. 
As ar as I know, no one is set up to 
fill cir bottles. There must be some weld- 
ing stores but ameng all the divers ] 
met. I didn’t find anyone who had a 
lune between Trinidad and Puerto Rico. 

In the Caribbean south of Antigua 
the hotels are cheap ($1.80 to $6 per 
person for room and beard) but often 
they're not very luxurious either. I want 
to mention this because when an Amer- 
ican first goes into a hotel and finds 
there are no private baths, sees a pitcher 
and wash stand on the bureau with a 
chamber pot under the bed or only a 
naked light bulb in the room for light. 
he may get a bad impression which the 
cleanliness, the courtesy and the good 
food do not warrant. If you know in 
advance that’s the kind of hotel you're 
going to stay in, you'll find it won't 
make a bit of difference to your trip. 

The islands I’m going to recommend 
for the diver all turn out to be British. 
This is mostly because I found the best 
diving there, but partly because there is 
no language problem. There's better san- 
itation and easier entry. All you need to 
get into the British islands is a return 
ticket home and enough money to pay 
your hotel bill. I drank tap water and ate 
all kinds of food in all the islands with- 
out any trouble. Money is convertible 
anywhere at $0.60 American to $1.00 
BWI. (British West Indian, pronounc- 
ed |eewee). If you do want to go to the 
Fre ich islands, Martinique, Guadeloupe, 





Les Saintes, etc. you'll need a passport, 
will want to exchange your money before 
going (because you get a much better ex- 
change than the official rate of 350 to 1) 
and to get rid of your money before 
leaving the islands because it’s worth- 
less elsewhere. 


You can travel between the major is- 
lands by airplane and between all the 
islands by trading schooner. These are 
wooden sailboats about sixty feet long 





Tom Winter. Caribbean tourist. sits high 
on a local turtle, 


which carry almost all of the interisland 
freight and most of the poor people. For 
instance, a half hour trip in an airplane 
will cost $6 while the same trip by boat 
will cost seventy cents, take six hours. 
and be more fun than a dozen plane 
trips. 

A round trip from New York to Trin- 
idad by Pan American air coach is $282 
but the trip can be made for less than 
half that amount. Aeriovias Real, the 
Brazilian airline, and the Argentine air- 
line also fly the same route and although 
they have to tell you that they charge the 
standard price, if they like you and you 
press them on the possibility of paying 
in their local money, you may be al- 
lowed to travel at the same price as their 
citizens which is about a third of what 
they are forced to charge Americans. 
Also investigate flying as far as Puerto 
Rico with a non-scheduled airline. If you 
have time, you can go by non-scheduled 
foreign freighter at a price which is 


strictly between you and the captain. 
You can’t find out about cut rate travel 
by talking to travel agents. tourist 
bureas or American airline offices. You 
have to go to ports or airports and make 
friends with less official employees. 
Diving Conditions 
On The Various Islands 

The water around Trinidad is always 
too dirty for diving because the mud 
from the Orinoco river dirties the water 
for miles out to sea. However Trinidad 
is a main stop for tourists and you will 
therefore find the best Calypso singers 
and steel bands. The airport hotels have 
comfort and prices to American stan- 
dards. while the best hotels in Port of 
Spain are old fashioned, comfortable 
and cost around $4 per day room and 
board. 

Tobago is twenty minutes away by air 
and has the best diving I found. The 
water is clear and nobody but a few 
tourists have ever dived there. It’s the 
only island I found where any minute 
you expect to come upon Dorothy 
Lamour in a Sarong. With coconut trees 
down to the water's edge and turquoise 
lagoons, it’s right out of Hollywood. 
Enough tourists have found it so that 
there are good hotels but not enough so 
that the hotels are expensive. The whole 
western side of the island is excellent 
diving but the hotels are expensive. It is 
best to stay at Scarborough, especially 
Bacolet guest house. Anthony lives at 
Buccoo Reef and for a fee he will be 
glad to take you out. There is no night 
life except drinking rum with the inter- 
esting residents and other tourists. 

Grenada has fair diving. but you have 
to get away from the major towns. That 
is Fred Pressy’s fault. He had a good job 
and a fine future in the states but went 
to Grenada in order to have good diving 
in his backyard and now he’s got every- 
one so enthused that the commercial 
fisherman use spears instead of nets and 
most of the town’s people dive as a 
hobby. Look him up. he’s a fine fellow 
has a wealth of experience. knows all the 
diving spots in the Caribbean and can 
sell vou diving gear when you've run 
out. Grenada is a pretty island but there 
isn’t much for the tourist to do and the 
diving is only fair. 

Just to the north though are the Gren- 
adines which have excellent diving. 
These are small arid islands with beauti- 
ful clear water and not much else. Car- 
ricou and Bequia have hotels and by 
renting a fisherman’s sailboat you could 
dive a good spot every day for years and 
never dive the same spot twice. 

Barbados is the main tourist island 
south of Puerto Rico but not enough 
Americans get there to get the prices out 
of line. The tourists are mostly from 
England and there are lots of hotels and 

(Continued on Page 48) 
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Fish weighing 330, 369, 409, and 442 n 
pounds might sound like a skin diver’s J don't 
hallucination, but actually these are the J or is 


weights of four jewfish landed by two § ing r 
of us in a couple of days at Angra dos § fish 
Reis, Brazil. Nor is this excepti nal 





one ti 
there: single divers have landed as n any J Jar! 
and more in a day. TD sels 
This is only the beginning. Braz |ian § to! t 
— = the spearfisherman’s mecca waters abound with other types of ish, J this s 
for example. grouper (116 and 279 | .s.), J whe t 


amberjack (116 lbs.). permit (55 |'s.), J) intie 
snook (42 lbs.). barracuda (30 | s.), late > 
snapper (91 lbs.), tarpon (116 | s.), J sho ¢ 
mero or jewfish (613 Ibs.), and n any § doe n 
By JIM OETZEL others. The figures inclosed in bra: <ets J aw: 
are Brazilian record weights based 1 pon J jew 's 
the I.U.S.A. rules. anc tl 


Brazil’s natural beauty, includin; fa- bec le 
mous Sugar Loaf and Copacab na § SPe 
Beach, its perpetual summer, wirm § @P} 
water, good beer, and pulchritudi) ous The . 
females. make it the Mecca for all kin J ™ ‘°° 
divers. The Brazilian hospitality is  an- for o 
tastic: They will leave their wives, b eak The 
their engagements, quit their jobs. just J) Brazil 
to take you spearfishing. the U. 


Cabo Frio, with its miles of s iow § ly Il 
white beaches and innumerable cx ves, J the r | 
lies 100 miles north of Rio, and s a § duced 
favorite spot of the Brazilian spearfisier- J smile 
man because of the great variety of ‘ish, J lar; er 
including the 613 lbs. record merc or § nare 


jewfish. trid xe 
The port of Angra dos Reis, 125 miles | this g 


south of Rio, and situated in the [tha § tically 
de Grande Bay, sheltered by the ‘tha fea! ure 


de Grande Island, is an ideal spear‘ish- handle 
ing spot. particularly for large jew ‘ish. J ® '0a 
It is in this area, I dare say, that more J SY" }S 
large jewfish are speared than any where J 8! act 
else in the world. uses a 
However. the coves and islands the fi 
around Rio itself are very good, and the about | 
record black grouper was speared just The 
off Copacabana Beach. Jose Carlos shaft V 
Brito’s article in the October 1954 Skin don't I 
shaft i: 


Diver describes these spots in greater} pahje 
detail. attache 

The general caliber of the Brazilian} float s 
keeping 
They w 
float. tl 


sportsmanship, make them the perfect at all ti 


spearfisherman, including his fearless- 


ness. techniques, thoroughness, and 


diving companions. For example, Abel} the, qu 
Gazio, Luiz Conera de Aramijo, and stant te 
Jose Carlos Brito have tackled crocox iles ually er 


and the deadly piranaha in the fresh the hol 
tributaries of the Upper Amazon (Skin ‘hey 
Diver, July 1954). and ha 
pee while tl 

(Continued on next Page) med of 

~ Ffisl out 


Jim Oecetzel (looking down) and Brazitian brazi 
divers discuss a kill shot on a big ish. hil ited 
Left to right the divers are: Wladiner 3 ite 
Pinkiero, Alfredo Lobo, Jose Carlos F rito Na iona 
and J. O. wh ch I 
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In general the Brazilian skin divers 
dont spear anything that is not edible 
or is not regarded as good game, avoid- 
ing rays, parrotfish, spade, and angel- 
fish. They disapprove strongly of any- 
one taking luck or blind shots, particu- 
lar! on the large fish, limiting them- 
sely's to the head shot only, preferring 
to | t the fish get away if they can’t get 
this shot. One individual in the group 
wh: took a wild shot and hit a jewfish 
in te stomach only to let it escape to die 
late was completely ostrasized. The head 
sho either kills the fish immediately or 
doe n't hurt the fish too much if it gets 
aw: . As an example, last year I hit a 
jew ‘sh in the head with a powerhead, 
anc the fish got away with the dart em- 
bec led. Months later the fish was 
spe red and the powerhead recovered, 
app ‘rently having caused no ill effects. 
The e jewfish are not wasted: they are 
in .emand and all of them are utilized 
for ood. 


4 | 


lie most outstanding feature of the 
Brazilian divers is their gear, and unlike 
the U.S. spearfishermen, they practical- 
ly ll had the same type of gear. From 
the r pooled experiences, they have re- 
duc -d themselves to a spring gun for the 
smi ller fish and the “Coca Cola” for the 
lar-er fish. The “Coca Cola” derives its 
nare from the shape of the CO. car- 
tridze it utilizes. They have developed 
this gun themselves and all are prac- 
tically custom-made with the unique 
feature of having the pressure in the gun 
handle because the cartridge is pierced 
on loading. and consequently the pres- 
sure is immediately released by the trig- 
ger action. There is a modification which 
uses a large cartridge chamber which 
they fill dry ice or CO., giving them 
about 30 shots. 


The Brazilians fire a stainless steel 
shaft with a swinging barb, since they 
don’t believe in detachable heads. The 
shaft is attached to a 20 foot or 3/32 
cable and about 40 feet of heavy cord 
attached to a buoy-shaped float. This 
float serves a very useful purpose of 
keeping strain on a “holed-up” fish. 
They wrap all the slack line around the 
float, thereby keeping strain on the fish 
at all time until it moves or relaxes when 
they quickly wind up more slack so con- 
stant tension is maintained, which event- 
ually enables them to get the fish out of 
the hole. 


hey generally fish from a large boat 
ani have a canoe or punt follow them 
while they are in the water. Lungs are 
used only to retrieve gear or to get a 
fis out of a hole. 


lirazilian diving at its best was ex- 
hibited at the Fifth Annual Brazilian 
Na ional Spearfishing Competition. 
wh ch I shall report on soon. ># 





VIRGIN ISLANDS 


“Trade Winds” Hotel graces the seascape. 





By EVE WERMUTH 


“The Virgin Islands are undistin- 
guished bits of land surrounded by some 
of the world’s most beautiful water.” 
This statement, appearing in the Febru- 
ary “National Geographic.” seems to be 
supported by other sources. 

The Navy’s Underwater Demolition 
Teams select St. Thomas as their train- 
ing ground each year. Twentieth Cen- 
tury Fox chose St. Thomas above all 
other locales offered for the filming of 
their movie “The Frogmen,” Universal 
made “Away All Boats” in St. Thomas. 
John Jay held his first “Snorkel Safari” 
in St. Thomas. 

No question about it, the Virgin Is- 
lands, second possibly only to Australia. 
are blessed with just about the richest 
marire life in the world. 

Unfortunately, however. St. Thomas, 
for all its tininess (6 miles by 12) is 
also a very fashionable resort. (Sample 
vacationers in 1956 — Gary Cooper, J. 
P. Marquand, Chief Justice Warren, At- 
torney General Herbert Brownell, Law- 
rence Rockefeller, who owns much of the 
Virgin Islands). Therefore. with hotel 
prices geared to celebrities, the average 
skin diver has up until now had to by- 
pass the temptation of exploring these 
fabulous and still untouched, waters. 

This year, two Virgin Island sports 
enthusiasts have joined forces to correct 
the situation. Claude Caron, father of 
Leslie Caron the movie star, an enthus- 
iastic skin diver himself, now provides 
every conceivable type of gear, at sensi- 


ble prices. Eve C. Wermuth. a former 
Bostonian who has spent most of her life 
on or in the water. is now opening her 
forty-room hotel, “The Trade Winds,” 
to skin divers at a special rate to them, 
so low that you could scarcely stay home 
any cheaper ($7.50 a day with two 
meals). 

Regardless of price. you would look 
far before you found a hotel better 
suited to skin divers than “The Trade 
Winds.” Located high on the hill over- 
looking its own beach and snorkeling 
grounds, it is always cool. The relaxed 
atmosphere, the informal lounges. din- 
ing room and bar are set up to welcome 
tired bathers still in their suits. For the 
non-skin diving wife, a bus goes to town 
every twenty minutes, where ninety- 
seven shops offer free port bargains on 
which she will save almost enough to 
pay for the whole trip. (Scotch $2.50, 
gin $1.00, cigarettes a dollar a carton, 
take home all you want, perfumes, 
sweaters etc. at prices anywhere from 
half to a fourth stateside prices.) The 
golf course (free to TRADE WINDS 
guests) is within walking distance of the 
hotel. The Blue Mantas, St. Thomas’s 
Skin Diving club, welcome all visitors. 

The air temperature of St. Thomas in 
the summer is the same as that of Bar 
Harbor, Maine. In the summer. the air- 
lines lower their fares substantially. As 
of now, it looks as though a mild stam- 
pede of skin divers will be converging on 
St. Thomas for vacations this year. >» 
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Mrs. S. P. Bailey 
of Paris, France, 
prepares for a div- 
ing excursion with 
three skin diving 
guides from the 
Halekulani Hotel, 


Honolulu. 








HAWAII 








By ROBIN KINKEAD 
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Gregory Keawe, 
pure-blooded Ha- 
waiian, is labeled 
as the “real Me- 
Coy” in Hawaiian 
skin diving cir- 
cles. 


The old Hawaiian sport of skin diving 
is coming into its own again along the 
reefs of Waikiki and the Beaches of 
Maui and neighbor islands down in /a- 
wail. 

This time it is for visitors. The as. 
time has become so popular on the m.in- 
land that Hawiian hotels, surf clubs. ind 
charter boat operators are streamli: ing 
their facilities to offer specialized kin 
diving service to visitors who come _ry- 
ing for vistas of tropical fish and _ ire. 
colored coral. 

They are ready to handle any t pe. 
from the paddler who merely wani to 
sightsee in shallow water, to the eal 
gone spearfisherman eager to ex} ore 
deep waters over coral reefs with lu igs. 

Skin diving in the old Hawaiian - yle 
was something for the expert swim er 
alone says a Pan American report { om 
the Islands. Development of swim ns, 
face plates and snorkels in the las 10 
years have brought the hobby even \ ‘th- 
in the reach of the cautious b: dy 
dunker. 

A year ago snorkel swimming ind 
skin diving down in the Islands w s a 
matter for the tourist to arrange for | im- 
self. Now it’s being put on an organ zed 
basis like surfboard riding, outri: ger 
canoe trips, and deep sea fishing. ac- 
cording to Pan American World \ir- 
ways’ latest survey. 

Subsea Scenery Vivid 

Skin diving adds a new dimensio: to 
the beauties of the Paradise Isles. In 
addition to coco palm fronds way ing 
against a deep blue sky. you now |iave 
the underwater world of antler and 
mushroom coral, the vividly-colored ki- 
hi-ki-hi or moorish idol and other flash- 
ing fish, such as parrot, butterfly, angel. 
surgeon fish, the humu-humu-nuku-a- 
puaa or trigger fish. 

An occasional leopard ray may swim 
by in deeper water—harmless but spec- 
tacular subsea denizen. The red sea ane- 
mone waves it petals gently, and the sea 
urchins bristle dark purple. The water 
itself shades into startling technicolor 
blues when seen through a face plate. 

Services Offered 

At the Halekulani Hotel on Waikiki 
Beach Manager Herman E. Mulder has 
four lungs and a team of four qualified 
beach boy instructors ready to take 
guests on diving expeditions in outrigger 
canoes, 

Excursions are made to the Waikiki 
reef area where guests can explore the 
underwater at depths of 15 to 25 feet. 
using lungs or free diving, at a rate of 
$5 per hour, including boat, instruc‘or. 
and equipment. The beach boy inst: uc- 
tors, already expert skin divers, were 
trained in Scuba used by “Too! ie” 
Evans, well-known Hawaii skin div ing 
expert. 

At the new Reef Hotel next door on 
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the beach “Splash” Lyons has desig- 
nated two of his beach boys as skin div- 
ing specialists. They take visitors out for 
sightseeing or spearfishing at $3 an 
hour. 

“Steamboat,” the famous beach boy at 
the outrigger Clubs beach services. and 
Ear! King, offer boat trips over Waikiki 
reel- for skin divers at $10 per person. 

Fale Au Au nearby has special skin 
div'ng deals at varying prices. By sum- 
me: any hotel or beach service will be 
reay and willing in the Waikiki area. 

f juipment—fins, face plates. spears, 
and lungs can be bought at Val’s in the 
Sur’ Arcade, next to the Surfrider Hotel. 
Va! also offers all-day boat excursions 
to « 10ice spots for snorkeling, lung-div- 
ing and spearfishing at $25 per person. 
To: ; for Men and McWaynes also have 
ac mplete line of equipment. 

F or all kinds of skin diving equipment 
anc rentals the Water Sports Store at 
Ke: alo Basin, and the Fisherman’s 
Whirf near Waikiki have some of the 
larsest stocks in town. For Scuba 
div rs they rent tanks at $2 a day. Thus 
the lung diver needs to take only his 
reg ilator to Hawaii and avoid the extra 
wei ht of tanks. 

I) the same building, Sport Fishing- 
Hawaii runs 11 charter boats. such as 
the Stella Maris, the Valkyrie and the 
Azra, which they are making available 
for skin diving parties. Fishing charter 
charges are $60 a day per boat for six 
or so persons and while the skin diving 
rates are not yet fixed, they estimate 
them at less. 

Underwater in the Outer Islands 

Some of the best underwater scenery 
can be found in the “neighbor islands.” 
The super-luxurious Hotel Hani Maui. 
or Maui Island — just one hour and 20 
minutes from Honolulu by Hawaiian 
Airlines — has two easily reached spots 
highly recommended by the hotel’s man- 
ager, Bob Butterfield. 

One is at Hamoa Beach, the hotel’s 
private strand, and is reached by swim- 
ming 100 feet from the beach. “Eddy” 
and other beach boys are always at hand 
to guide guests to interesting spots or 
help them in spearfishing. 

The other spot is Hana Bay, a five 
minute stroll from the hotel. Johnny 
Morris and other local skin divers are 
available as guides at between $5 to $10 
depending on the length of the excur- 
sion. 

On the famous Kona Coast of the 
“Big Island” of Hawaii, the sport is 
good in the harbor, off the reefs in front 
of the Kona Inn and other hotels, and at 
neirby beaches. “Pablo” and other lo- 
cal skin diving guides are available with 
an‘! without boats. 

‘rom West Coast cities, Pan Ameri- 
cai. flies round-trip to Honolulu for 
$3'9 in first-class accommodations and 
$250 in tourist. >=» 





Tom Farrar observes sunken lumber barge in sixty feet of water at Sand Harbor. Lake 
Tahoe, Nevada. The divers often find sponges (Spongilla Lacustrus Linne) in the depths 


of the fresh water lakes. Bill Berrum Photo. 


NEVADA LAKES 


By BOB MORBY 


The Nevada Desert Divers. Inc., West- 
ern Nevada’s only diving club, and pos- 
sibly the only one in the entire State, 
has found this area to be most interesting 
for any skin diver that may want to give 
it a whirl. The spots we visit most fre- 
quently are Lake Tahoe and Pyramid 
Lake. Each has a spectacular and unique 
beauty of its own. 

Lake Tahoe is 21 miles long and 13 
miles wide; and is situated high in the 
Sierra-Nevada Mountains. It is located 
about 40 miles from Reno, and straddles 
the California-Nevada border. Various 
tvpes of Trout are abundant in Tahoe. 
but underwater spearfishing for any 
game fish is unfortunately prohibited in 
Nevada. 

Tahoe’s underwater landscape is par- 
ticularly diver-luring. The skin diver 
has some 65 feet in visibility at a sixty- 
foot depth and about a 25-foot visibility 
if he cares to descend to the 280-foot 
level as a couple of our members have 
done. 

For those who prefer diving in se- 
cluded places, an hour’s drive from Reno 
to Pyramid Lake should solve his prob- 
lem. Don’t expect to find any resorts or 


business districts here, for there aren't 
any (save an Indian trading-pest at 
Nixon), as the lake is located on an 
Indian Reservation in the middle of a 
mountainous desert. 

Indian legend holds that a Squaw that 
lost her sons in a tribal war sat down 
and wept for many moons. Her tears 
thus formed Pyramid Lake. A_near- 
perfect stone Squaw-and-Basket forma- 
tion at the water’s edge is what obviously 
gave rise to the myth. 

It is also said that an enormous Ser- 
pent dwells beneath Pyramid’s waters 
and that the Lake has no bottom. Our 
club, however, finds it quite safe, though 
unusual, after diving there many times. 

It is in Pyramid Lake that the Pre- 
historic kwi-wi is still found. Other fish 
include Trout and Carp. Carp, not being 
a game fish, may be spearfished in alk 
sizes and weights here, some weighing 
in up to 70 Ibs. 

Lungs may be refilled at Sierra Oxy- 
gen Co. at 1500 E. 2nd street in Reno 
for $2.00 a cylinder. Complete and top- 
quality skin diving equipment may be 
purchased at reasonable prices at the 
Codding and Wetzel Sport Center at 8 
Pine Street also in Reno. > 
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Skin Diving the... 


Sea of Cortez 


By DONALD CLARK SCOTT 


We have just completed the first leg 
of an ambitious trip of exploration and 
skin diving in the Gulf of California. 
To most of us the gulf is familiar water 
mainly because it is the only body of 
H.O bigger than an irrigation ditch 
within one day’s drive of Phoenix. We 
try to make at least one trip a month to 
Guaymas, Rocky Point. or Kino Bay: 
but as these are becoming rather “old 
hat” we decided to make a systematic 
study of some of the lesser known places 
and to make our findings known to our 
fellow enthusiasts. 

The first chosen was Kino Bay and 
the south end of Tiburon Island. Jan- 
uary 26, five of us, John Low, Boyd 
Orth, J. B. Holmquist, Rex Earl and I 
left for Kino Bay by car. Two days 
previous my father, George Beeler. Jess 
Hawley and a character known only as 
Pop, had left Rocky Point in two 30-foot 
cabin cruisers bound for the rendezvous 
at Kino. Both boats were designed and 
equipped especially for extended cruis- 
ing in the gulf. Both carry large sup- 
plies of gas and water and are equipped 
with ship to shore phones, deep freezers, 
depth recorders and automatic pilots. 
All these features were to prove exceed- 
ingly useful in the future course of 
events. 

Our plans called for us to meet Fri- 
day morning in Kino Bay. but due to 
the contrary waters, or I should say the 
lack thereof, in the Infernello channel 
between Tiburon and the mainland, the 
boats did not arrive until 4 o’clock that 
afternoon. We spent the morning check- 
ing our gear and walking around the 
village, which consists of the usual adobe 
buildings, a schoolhouse, the inevitable 
cantina, and a small church. Kino Bay 
is sort of like Disneyland; it’s a nice 
place to visit, but I wouldn’t want to 
live there. 

That afternoon we rented a boat, com- 
plete with outboard, and a barefoot skip- 
per. Two of these craft called “pangas” 
are available. One is a small fast alu- 
minum job and the other a slower but 
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Gulf of California 
diver Don Scott 
and two lobsters 
caught in a cave 
near Kino Bay. 


ideal skin diving boat. built along the 
lines of a whale boat. The rate is 20-30 
pesos an hour complete, or 18-20 pesos 
a day if you furnish your motor and 
gas. It is not necessary to look for the 
owners. Just stand around on the beach 
for five minutes and they will find you. 

Our first objective was the lobster 
grounds starting on the southern end of 
the bay and extending on down the coast. 
The rocks are full of bugs and it is no 
trick to gather 30 or 40 in an hour’s 
time. As soon as we had gathered enough 
for the evening meal we headed for a 
group of exposed rocks lying about 100 
yards off shore (also good for lobster 
but more famous for the “bathtub sized” 
grouper to be found there). 

Our catch for the afternoon consisted 
of an 80-pounder and three in the 40- 
pound class. These were taken in about 
20-30 feet of water but many more of 
the King Kong variety were observed 
deeper. A lung diver should be able to 
obtain some real record-smashers at this 
spot. By this time it was growing late 
and as we could see the boats approach- 
ing the bay we headed back for cerveza 
and a fine meal of lobster tails. 

Next morning we were up at day- 
break and began ferrying our gear to 
the boats in the dingies. Fortunately the 
bay was calm and in a short time the 
boats were loaded and we were on our 
way west to the island. 

Tiburon Island at this point is about 
30 miles across but with the help of the 
current and a light following wind we 
made the crossing in less than three 
hours. The island is clearly visible from 





the mainland but as you approach it. its 
tremendous size and height are quite « ur- 
prising. The sole inhabitants of this | ar- 
ren rock consist of some stunted deer in 
the interior, rattlesnakes, iguanos, an | a 
tribe of about 100 pathetic Seri Indivns. 
Now is a good time to clear up scme 
rather misconstrued ideas concerning 
these supposed cannibals. Bill Smith. an 
anthropologist, whom I have known for 
the past six years, lives with and stucies 
these people 8 to 10 months out of the 
year. He assures me they have never 
tried to boil him or anyone else in the 
big black pot, but that a hot bath now 
and then would be welcome. One word 
of caution, however: watch your equip- 
ment when they are around as they are 
firm believers in community property 

The southern end of Tiburon is rocky 
with occasional stretches of sandy beach 
and is dented with many small coves 
which give good protection from the 
wind. We were extremely fortunate in 
the weather in our three days on the 
island. While Los Angeles, the wor!d’s 
biggest gas chamber, was being waslied 
down the drain, we were blessed with 
complete calm and crystal clear water. 
We all wore two-piece suits as protection 
against the cold water which was about 
54, while the air temperature was in ‘he 
high 70’s, so we were not in the least 
uncomfortable. 

The first afternoon was spent in re- 
plenishing our supply of lobsters an: a 
number of 20-30-pound groupers were 
taken. Later on we cruised up the c« ast 
and back to the south end around to ‘he 
west side. At every stop fish and | b- 
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sters were found in abundance. The 
depth recorders were very valuable in 
this work and numerous notes were made 
on cur charts for future reference. Ex- 
treme caution should be taken in ap- 
proaching the cliffs, as many rocks were 
observed hundreds of feet out which 
wer’ only a few feet below surface at 
low tide; dangerous for boats, but heav- 
en {or the skin diver. 

] :at evening we anchored in a sandy 
cov’. We skin divers went ashore in the 
din; ies and set up our cots and sleeping 
bag. Soon we had a roaring bonfire 
goiix and dried out our damp under- 
wee . This turned out to be a waste of 
tim. for in the morning we found our 
clot ies, and everything that had been 
exp sed, sopping wet with dew. 

F or the next two days everyone de- 
vot’ | themselves to their own pursuits. 
Tw: 70-pound groupers were taken as 
we] as two morays, and a small octopus. 
The e were once pearl beds in this area 
or o we had heard, but if there are. 
we ouldn’t find any. 

F nough lobsters were taken and frozen 
to list the winter. I can truthfully say 
tha’ | have never been on a more fruitful 
skir diving trip. Not a breath of air 
sired and the water visibility was 
sup rb. 

Nonday came all too soon and as we 
star'ed back the wind began to pick up. 
By the time we reached Kino, a good 
gal’ was blowing, which made our un- 
loa‘ing and refueling process a real 
chore. Fair sized rollers were coming 
in and the dingies swamped and 
broached on several occasions, much to 
the amusement of the natives. One hun- 
dred gallons of gas were hauled to the 
boats in two 10-gallon cans. The next 
morning we left for home and the boats 
headed north along the west side of the 
island this time. Their advice to anyone 
attempting the passage through El In- 
fernello is, don’t. The trip back by boat 
would make an adventure story in itself. 
It took three days going south and seven 
days returning. They paid for the 
good weather we had with seven days of 
high wind and seas. Two days were 
spent in Libertad and two days in Lobos 
sitting out the worst part. Fortunately, 
we were able to keep in touch with them 
with the ship to shore phone. Moral: 
Carry plenty of gas. water and food. 

Directions and Advice: 

How to get there: Go to Hermosillo 
via Nogales, and turn right at the sign 
saying Bahia Kino on the boulevard 
through Hermosillo. 

What to Take: 

Everything you will need. No gas or 
suy plies except cerveza (beer) are avail- 
ab]. 

iVhat to expect: 

“he best skin diving of your life. >» 


ANDROS 
TOWN 


By ROGER FELDMAN 


Andros Town, located at Fresh Creek 
in the Bahamas is the skin diver’s dream 
come true. In sheltered waters of from 
5 to 45 feet, one can have a complete 
range of sea life at their fingertips. 
While there I saw everything from Wa- 
hoo and Grouper up to Tiger Shark, 
Amber Jacks and Giant Manta. Visibil- 
ity is exceptional at all times. We mark- 
ed off clear vision up to 60 feet. 

Through the years, over 140 wrecks 
have been reported in and around 
Andros extending from Morgan Bluff to 
Fresh Creek, in fact it was my good for- 
tune to stumble across a wreck which we 
feel dates back to the early 1800's. At 
the time of this writing there are still 
several cannon at Fresh Creek and the 
wreck has not been thoroughly worked 
over. Several of the divers in the Boston 
Sea Rovers joined me in a return visit 
to Andros and we hope to make it again 
as soon as time from our business and 
wives will allow. 

Andros is easily accessible from Bos- 
ton, New York or Miami by air. At 
Fresh Creek they have compressors. 
aqua lungs, boats, native guides—every- 
thing a diver will desire. As yet this ter- 
ritory is completely virgin as the Yacht 
Club and lavish Light House Club was 
just recently developed. To any and all 
who plan to dive in the Bahamas, Fresh 
Creek, Andros Town is a must. >» 





_ 


Eugene Pasquale of the South Gate, Calif. 
Rod and Gun Club presents Eugenia J. 
Walker with a five day deep sea fishing 
trip in the Gulf of California. Eugenia, 
Skin Diver Magazine Secretary, won the 
trip by guessing the exact number of 
Zebra fish in a tank in the O.F.P.A. Booth 
at the Los Angeles Sportsmen’s Show. The 
trip is sponsored by the Mexican Big 
Game Fish Association of Los Angeles. 





WILL IT BE A 
CAMPING VACATION!!! 


Here is a check list of a few things 
that you might find desirable for your 
comfort and convenience. One word of 
caution however ... do not burden 
yourself with extras to a point of hav- 
ing too much unwanted weight. 

Food, adhesive tape, aluminum foil, 
axe, lantern, cook stove, cutting board, 
can opener, hunting knife, cheese 
cloth, soap, light rope, cooking equip- 
ment, canvas bucket, dish towels, egg 
beater, first aid equipment, flashlight, 
food bags, long handled fork, folding 
table and chairs, hot plate, ice pick, 
insect repellant, jack knife, lighter 
fluid, matches, mirror, metal sponge, 
nails, paper napkins, pliers with wire 
cutter, pot holders, portable refrigera- 
tor, tarpaulin, serving spoons, spatula, 
salt and pepper shakers, sharpening 
stone, shovel, toilet articles, toilet tis- 
sue, water purification tablets, wire 
broiler, wire grid, spearfishing and div- 
ing equipment. 


SUGGESTED 
FIRST AID KIT 


By CHET LINDT 


School of Tropical and Preventive Medicine 
Loma Linda, California 











On our South Pacific expeditions so 
far we have had the services of a doctor 
and a complete line of medicines all the 
way from penicillin to snake bite anti- 
venom. Fortunately we haven't had to 
take care of anything more serious than 
coral cuts. 

For minor repairs on the beach the 
following items should come in handy: 

Small pair of scissors, small pair of 
forceps. scalpel with several blades. 
tincture of merthiolate. assorted band- 
aids (water proof). supply of bandages 
and dressings, adhesive tape. potassium 
permanganate pills (for making solution 
in which to soak wound inflicted by 
sting rays etc.), tourniquet. 

Most wounds inflicted by marine or- 
ganisms become infected easily so don’t 
spare the disinfectant. >= 





GOING TO MEXICO! 


Here’s a simple procedure to follow: 

Before entering Mexico, each visitor 
must have a tourist card and a small- 
pox vaccination certificate. The driver 
will also need his driver’s license and 
car registration to get an automobile 
permit at the border. It is wise also te 
carry proof of citizenship or voter’s reg- 
istration. 

To avoid border delays, it is advis- 
able to consult your broker re- 
garding car insurance coverage in 
Mexico. The International Insurance 
Service in Los Angeles is an American 
firm recognized by the Mexican gov- 
ernment. The Mexican Government 
Tourist Bureau, 735 South Olive Street, 
Los Angeles, can supply any answers to 
questions on Mexican travel, preferably 
by telephone at Michigan 1211. 
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Three members of 
a skin diving par- 
ty walk the sands 
at Cayo Icacos, a 
favorite of under- 
water sportsmen, 








PUERTO RICO 


By RICHARD HAZLETT 


Jack Becker lands 
a red snapper 
near San Juan, 
Puerto, Rico. 
Photos by Hamil- 
ton Wright. 


A fin on each foot and a couple more 
in your wallet will get you by easily in 
Puerto Rico this time of year for a com. 
plete day’s spear fishing outfit. Boat, 
crew, and equipment, and the finest un. 
derwater sport this hemisphere ha: to 
offer, is the best package buy of the 
season at a price well under $10. 

Contest records in Puerto R can 
waters include a 298 pound Jewfis:, a 
45 pound grouper, a 38 pound bevra- 
cuda, a 35 pound snapper, and « 16 
pound hogfish. 

Spearfishing is generally good of all 
Puerto Rican beaches. But an e> ep- 
tional fishing ground is near a grou » of 
small islands off the southeast Carib! ean 
shore. Until a few years ago, thes: is- 
lands and their surrounding waters © ere 
inaccessible to tourists. Special boat ser- 
vice now from Las Croabas, a tiny  sh- 
ing village on the eastern coast, has 
opened up the area for skin diving. Ar- 
rangements can be made through any 
San Juan hotel. 

The day’s outing including boat re stal 
and transportation to and from the t ke- 
off point about 40 miles from San Juan 
costs only $55.00 for a group of 10. Che 
only additional expense is the cos of 
whatever food you want to take al: ng. 
Skin diving equipment, if you don’t | ave 
your own, is carried on board the | oat 
and can be rented for about $2.50 per 
person. 

At Las Croabas, you board a si op 
and set sail for Icacos, Lobos or Palo- 
minos, about three miles off-shore. !’ro- 
tected from the strong swells of the 
Atlantic by a string of reefs named Las 
Cucarachas (cockroaches) after their 
shape, not their inhabitants — these 
islands and their surrounding waters 
provide the best Puerto Rico, or any 
place, can offer in underwater sport. 


There are many other good skin «iv- 
ing spots also accessible in a day’s out- 
ing from San Juan. They include Boca 
de Cangrejos with its magnificent mar- 
ine gardens on the Commonwealth's 
north coast and Vega Baja, 40 miles 
west of San Juan, with dramatic off- 
shore reefs. Transportation can be easily 
arranged through tourist agencies or cat 
rental agencies which have offices in all 
hotels. 

By “publico” (taxi) from San Juan 
you can make it in about 5 hours to the 
tiny fishing village of La Parguera in the 
southwest corner of Puerto Rico, an ex- 
cellent place for a skin diving vacation. 
A double room at the guest house costs 
only $5.00 per day. All fishermen gather 
there, whether they use a spear or ‘he 
antique rod and reel, Even the experts 
can use a little guidance in strange 
waters and there are plenty of quali’.ed 
people at the guest house to provide t. 


Half way up the west coast from La 
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utiful underwater scenery of sea fans and finger coral will greet the vacationing diver in most regions of the Florida Keys and in 
Caribbean. Above scene is typical. Photo by Don Renn for the Florida Frogman. 


Parguera is Mayaguez. which is becom- 
ing as popular for underwater treasure 
hunting as for spearfishing. No one has 
yet surfaced with a coffer full of gold, 
but evidence of ancient shipwreck has 
been found there recently. Two under- 
walter explorers are now in the process 
of tracing the origin of an old bell they 
came across with an inscription in 
French, only part of which is legible 
after hundreds of years at the bottom of 
the sea. 


lhe main attraction of the underwater 
world around Puerto Rico is still fish 
though, and the fact that here the sport 
can be enjoyed all year round. Temper- 
atures, even in the winter, range in the 
balmy 74 to 80 degree bracket and water 
temperatures average only slightly lower. 


Six hours from the streets of New 
York for as little as $140.80 gets you to 
San Juan and back by plane. If there’s 
ne room in your luggage for gear, carry 
it on beard with you. A lung may look 
like curious traveling apparel when you 
leave New York this time of year, but in 
Puerto Rico it’s de riguer. You’re in the 
skin diving center of the Western 
world, >a 


Guaymas, Mexico 


By ERNESTO ZARAGOZA 


Condition of water — The diving sea- 
son starts in Guaymas during the month 
of April and extends as a general rule 
until October. This year we are expect- 
ing the water to warm earlier than usual 
due to the mild winter we have had. As 
you know the water here never gets too 
extremely cold. 

Availability of fish — The months of 
March and April are generally windy, 
and murky water is common. However. 
some large fish are available. Large 
grouper and giant white bass have al- 
ready made their appearance close to the 
shore. All kinds of fish are plentiful dur- 
ing the warmer summer months. 

Supply of air — There is an excellent, 
large compressor in operation at Ve- 
neno’s Place on the Miramar strip. Air 
prices are $1.50 for 38 cubic feet and 
$2.00 for 70 cubic feet. 


Boats and motors — Boats and motors 
can be rented at Veneno’s Place where 
special effort is made to accommodate 
skin divers. Fourteen foot boats can be 
rented with fifteen horsepower motors 
for $10.00 per day, plus gas. Available 
also is a 22 foot rough sea commercial 
fishing canoe which is ideally suited for 
large groups of skin divers. 

Hotel accommodations — A diver can 
stay at a hotel paying from $3.25 to 
$7.70 per day. A modern hotel with rest- 
aurant and bar service, with all rates 
European plan. There is also a trailer 
court. 

Diving equipment — The Puerto de 
Guaymas located in Guaymas and sev- 
eral other stores carry a large assort- 
ment of skin diving equipment and re- 
placement parts; in many cases, prices 
are lower than in the States. ~~» 
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INSTALLMENT NUMBER FOUR 


AN EXCLUSIVE FOR ‘’SKIN DIVER’’ READERS!! 


the compleat 





The first book written on our Underwater 
Sport—by a master of the pen!! 


THE COMPLEAT GOGGLER being the first and only exhaustive treatise on the 
art of goggle fishing, that most noble and excellent sport perfected and popu- 
larized by Guy Gilpatric in the Mediterranean Sea, though long practiced 
elsewhere by other benighted savages. Setting forth the proper manner of 
making the goggles, spears and other gadgets together with descriptions of many 
marvels witnessed upon the bottom of the sea and fully exposing the author's 
cunning methods of swimming, diving and spearing fish and octopi. First 
published by Dodd, Mead and Company, New York, 1934. All rights reserved. 


Installment Number One March 1956 issue 


Chapter I Genesis 


Chapter II Merou 


Installment Number Two 
Chapter III 
Chapter IV 


April 1956 Issue 
Octopus 


Goggles 


Installment Number Three May 1956 Issue 
Chapter \V 
Chapter VI 


Chapter VII 


Spears 
Swimming and Diving 


Guns 


Installment Number Four June 1956 issue 
Chapter VIII Fish 
Chapter IX 
Chapter X 
Chapter XI 


Gadgets 
Cooking 


Garglings of a Garrulous Goggler 


CHAPTER VIII 


Fish 
“Nay the Royal Society have found and published lately, 
that there be thirty and three kinds of spiders; and yet all, for 
aught I know, go under that one general name of spider. And 
it is so with many kinds of fish. . . .” 
Izaak Walton 
HE tale runs that on the Seventh Day of this world, the 
“Taian resting after his labors of creating the beasts of 
the land, the birds of the air and the fish of the sea, sum- 
moned St. Peter unto him and said, “Behold, these are the mani- 
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fold creatures of my fashioning, and a right tidy job they re, 
though I do say it as shouldn’t. The only troubles is, now iat 
I’ve made them, I can’t think what to call them.” 

“Leave that to me!” said St. Peter, and forthwith | ied 
him thence across the surface of the still slightly-palpitant 1 ud 
ball, pencil and notebook in hand. Throughout the long lay 
he toiled. Along toward supper-time he returned, tired ut 
pleased with himself, and submitted his list to the master. 

“Hum,” said the Lord, running his eye down the long 
columns of names. “Ostrich? Ostrich, eh? Well, ostrich is a 
pretty good name, at that. Yes, ostrich is O.K. . . . Goat? ‘es, 
goat, to be sure! Check on goat. Dog?—Ah, dog’s a fine, siniple 
name, and so’s this next one. Cat. And Hip—Hippo—wait!—HP) ip- 
popotamus—why, it fits him to a T!” But then, suddenly, Jahveh 
paused and tapped the paper with his finger. A frown was on 
his brow. “Elephant?” he mumbled. “Elephant . . . m’m well, 
now I just don’t seem to-er-to spark on that one! No, frankly, I 
must confess I can’t see why you ever called it elephant!” 

Now, if the good St. Peter had only stuck to this system 
when he got around to naming the fishes, writing a fishing 
book would be ever so much simpler. But the sad and confusing 
fact is that many fish have names which don’t fit them at «ll; 
many have the same name and, to make matters worse, a single 
fish will be known by as many as thirty different and inappropri- 
ate names along a short stretch of coast. At Antibes, where I live, 
the Pagellus Mormyrus is called a Mourme; at Cannes, five miles 
distant he is a Morney, while further to the west he is a Pagell 
and a Tinié. Now, we have a Pagell in our neighborhood, |ut 
he is a different fish altogether, so you see how complicated it is. 
On the coast of Provence the Mackerel is variously known as 
Macquereau, Auriol, Veira, Aurneu and Grieu, while just across 
in Corsica he is a Tumbulottu and a Strumbulu. In Roumania, 
they call him a Vrnut, which I shouldn’t think he’d relish at «ll. 

The Morone Labrax, or Sea Bass, is known in France as the 
Loup, which means Wolf. Now a Wolf, you'd naturally suppose, 
would have plenty of teeth and would look something like the 
beast which Red Riding Hood mistook for her grandmother; but 
Grandmother would be a better name for this fish because 1e 
hasn’t a tooth in his head. I don’t know why we Americais 
call him Bass, nor why the Yugoslavs call him a Smudut. I do :'t 
know what Smudut means, if anything, but it sounds more |i <e 
him than his other names. (The Yugoslavs, incidentally, have 
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their own ideas about naming fish. They call the Anchovy a 
Brglium and the Dorade a Grbic. The Box Salpa they call a 
Bugea, which is nothing short of libellous.) 

Of course the scientific Latin names are the same in all 
countries, but they are so unwieldy that nobody uses them. If 
| wes swimming along beside you and wanted to tell you a 
Dor: le was coming into range, I would first have to think of 
Page'lus Centrodontus and then I would have to pronounce it. 
By tue time you understood it, and dived for him, the Dorade 
wou d be over in Corsica. If I were to shout “Engraulis En- 
crasi holus!” I wouldn't blame you for dropping your spear 
and sprinting for shore, because the Anchovy’s Latin name is 
thri » as long and a million times more fearsome than the little 
wig: er himself. Some of the scientific names are really pretty 
silly There is one handsome fish which is known, icthyologically, 
as t! e Box Boops, which sounds like an American radio comedian 
bein ¢ witty. I do not know what professor named this fish Box 
Boos, but I fear he was a chump.—Perhaps his own name was 
Boo s and if so, it served him right. 

Now I haven’t the slighest idea of what kinds of fish you 
hav. in your neighborhood, but even if I were sure that they 
wer the very same kinds we have here, I couldn't tell you how 
to s alk them unless I knew your set of local names. Thus, I 
can only attempt to give you a sketchy idea of the principles 
of fh stalking, leaving it up to you to study your fish and learn 
thei habits. For knowing your fish is one of the most important 
par's of goggling. 

The easiest time to spear a fish is while he is eating. If you 
see 1 fish swimming along near the bottom, pausing from time 
to tme and obviously hunting for food, follow him. If he sees 
you and speeds up, don’t press him; keep him just in sight and let 
him get used to you. Swim down fairly close to him and then 
oste itatiously sheer off; this will make him believe that you are 
just a big harmless slob and put him off his guard. When he 
fina'ly locates what he’s looking for and tilts down his head to eat, 
go .fter him. As he sees you coming, he will bristle up his dorsals 
to frighten you and will gobble his food like a pig in order to 
prevent your getting any of it. Advance until your spear point is 
within eighteen inches of him—or as much closer as you judge 
he'll let you come—and zip, let him have it! It is not unusual 
to stalk a big fish for half or three quarters of an hour, taming 
him and getting him used to you; needless to say, it is an ex- 
tremnely delicate and thrilling sport, and one of the finest parts of 
gor gling. 

If you care to, you can ground-bait your fish and lure them 
into some particular spot where the conditions are favorable to 
yourself, but we don’t consider this to be sporting and so we 
rarely resort to it. Crushed mussels, sea urchins and clams make 
good ground bait, as the smell of them penetrates the water 
rapidly and for great distances. Small octopi are good bait, too; 
they are hard to chew and swallow, and so the fish will be pretty 
busy choking down his meal when you dive at him. 

When you are swimming close to rocks (and then is the 
time to keep your eye peeled for octopi) look into the cracks 
very carefully, because they often harbor fine, big fish. If you 
see a fish in there and realize that he has seen vou without liking 
your looks, keep right on going and get out of his sight before 
he decides to hide. Once beyond the edge of the crack, dive 
down to what you judge to be his level, swim back and poke 
hin while he’s still watching the spot where you disappeared. 

Often, as you approach a big rock standing like a house 
on the bottom, you'll see a fish just disappearing behind the far 
side of it. If you can figure his speed and his probable course, 
you can dive to encounter him as he comes around the corner. 
As he meets you face to face, you have only a split second in 
which to spear him. This is always a great surprise to the fish, 
and makes a very satisfactory shot. 

Some fish, notably the bass, are of an inquisitive disposition, 
and it often leads to their undoing. Time and again a bass will 
swim straight toward you, right on your own level; but as a rule, 


he won't come within range unless you stop. When he sees you 
hesitate, and even retreat a little, he thinks you're afraid of him. 
He swims nearer, nearer and, nine times out of ten, attempts 
to pass under you. As you see him heading down to do this, blow 
out your air and sink toward him. As your paths meet, paste 
him on the back. Be sure to aim far forward; the bass makes 
such a quick getaway when he sees a spear coming that unless 
you aim for his nose, you'll hit him on the tail—if at all. It usual- 
ly happens that this shot is made with your head straight down 
and your feet straight up. If the fish has already passed under 
you, you will have to lunge from a negative angle (head down 
and body tilted backward) which is difficult but very sporting. 

There are some fish (and again, particularly the bass) which 
will give you two shots at them. If the fish is swimming past or 
under you and you miss him with your lunge, he will dart away 
on a circular course and come right back to his starting point— 
as a rule, so fast that you haven’t time to get ready for him. He 
comes back in this way to see what it was that zipped by so close 
to him; he keeps his eye on the spear head, and is obviously quite 
anncyed with it. He stays only for an instant, but right then, if 
youre fast enough, you can paste him and get him. Sometimes, 
you can take advantage of this peculiarity to bring a fish into 
range. If, when you are about to make your first try at him you 
see that he is a little too far away to hit, feint at him without 
fully extending yourself and without really intending to hit him. 
Then—quick! draw your spear well back, and when he comes 
around again to protest, let him have it! 

Some fish, like the sar, sargue or sargus (call him what you 
like; we have a particularly nasty name for him) are so cowardly 
that there isn’t much use trying to spear them unless they hide 
in the rocks—and then, you're very likely to break the point of 
your spear. The sar is such a panicky fool that he imparts his fear 
to all the decent fish in the neighborhood, and thus spoils the 
sport. Often and often I have been swimming along with no 
thought of spearing a sar when one of them has started panick- 
ing around, darting hither and yon, rolling his eyes in terror and 
otherwise making an ass of himself. Travelling at terrific speed, 
this maniac, in trying to get out of my way, has zipped directly 
into range, and with a loud submarine hosannah, I have given 
him the works. I wouldn’t go out of my way to spear one of 
these louts, but I know of no greater satisfaction than helping 
one to commit suicide. Apparently Izaak Walton didn’t like the 
sar either, for in The Compleat Angler I find this quotation from 
Du Bartas: 


The adulterous sargus doth not only change 

Wives every day, in the deep streams, but strange! 

As if the honey of sea-love delight 

Could not suffice his raging appetite, 

Goes courting she-goats on the grassy shore, 

Horning their husbands that had horns before. 

I can testify that this is sheer poetic nonsense. The sar is 
always too busy getting out of somebody’s way to give any 
thought to the tender passions, and as for that stuff about goats— 
well, even the most wanton goat would decline to have anything 
to do with him. 

The mullet—a fish I believe is found pretty much every- 
where—is very difficult to spear until you get the hang of it, 
but then it is a cinch. In our neighborhood the mullet is a fine, 
strong, black-backed fellow; he runs in groups of six or eight, 
as a rule, although sometimes there'll be gangs of twenty or 
thirty. The mullet swims right along the bottom or close to the 
surfaces of rocks, moving fast and eating as he travels. His mouth 
is moving all the time. If you dive down behind mullets and 
swim along after them, the chances are you won't be able to 
catch up. The trick is to start from the side, over terrain which 
you see will cause them to turn toward and pass under you. 
Pick out the biggest in the bunch and go for him, forgetting 
about the rest. If you are lucky, you can get him while he still 
has his eyes and his mind on food; but even in the instant that 
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he spots you and starts to get away, you have a good chance 
of poking him. Poke hard, as hard as you can—straight down 
through his back, if possible. This fish has big broad scales, tough 
as a Senegalese’s toenails, and he is very slimy; a thrust which 
strikes at an angle will probably glance right off him. Even 
a straight thrust will shove a scale clear through him; you'll find 
it firmly fixed on your spear point later. If you get a mullet 
through the belly, you will probably lose him. The flesh of his 
belly is extremely soft, and he will tear himself off your harpoon 
line. 

Almost invariably, wounded fish will go down and hide 
in the weeds; or under rocks if there are any around. A fish in 
the weeds is nearly always lost; you can mark the exact spot 
where he disappeared, but it isn’t much use because he keeps 
on swimming through the weed roots. Sometimes, other fish 
will locate him for you; they hover over the wounded one and 
point like bird dogs. But you can’t actually see him, and only by 
a lucky blind shot can you get him. 

Occasionally you will strike a fish a terrific wallop, but land 
on a bone or a gill plate and not penetrate him. This knocks him 
cuckoo and puts him completely out of control. Moving faster 
than you can see, he loops the loop, chases his tail, swoops, dives, 
bangs his head on the bottom, and stages an exhibition of acro- 
batics so spectacular that you forget to swim to the surface and 
just hang there, watching him. It is well, however, to pull your 
knees up over your stomach and keep your spear, your knife, or 
both pointed in his general direction; for when a big fish plunges 
into you head first, he feels like the hoof of an army mule and 
can knock the wind clean out of you. 

It is an axiom with us that a wounded fish is the hardest 
fish to spear. Even when he is eighty percent disabled and 
moving slowly, his course is erratic and unpredictable, and 
you can take poke after poke at him without making hay. When 
he is moving fast, it’s like trying to spear fireworks. One day 
at Anthéor, Mr. Owen O’Connor took a poke at an enormous 
loup and landed somewhere on the side of its head. The spear 
didn’t penetrate, but the force of the blow knocked the loup 
punch drunk. He bent himself into a crescent and went swim- 
ming around and around in less than his own length. He was 
going so fast that Mr. O’Connor could not distinguish his head 
from his tail; in fact, the general effect was that of an eel with 
his tail in his mouth. Apparently the fish thought he was speeding 
toward Algeria, but actually he was staying right in the same 
place. Mr. O'Connor lunged, missed, lunged and lunged again. 
Every time, his spear went through the center of the circle, as 
though it were thrust through a spinning hoop. At the fifth or 
sixth poke, he banged the loup—but again, alas, on the head. 
At the shock of the blow, the fish straightened out and departed 
like a streak for Corsica, Sardinia and points south. 

Mr. Kramarenko, inventor of the *un, shot a big mullet 
just behind the head, knocking him coid. He brought the fish 
ashore, took the arrow out of him and was just about to reload 
his gun when the mullet came to, flopped into the water, and 
swam away. Unfortunately, the arrow had put his diving mech- 
anism completely out of whack, and so, although he could swim 
with an astounding velocity, he was unable to force himself 
beneath the surface. He headed out to sea, throwing spray like 
a speed boat, while Mr. Kramarenko and his friends stood watch- 
ing him in wonder and chagrin. But suddenly the mullet’s 
steering mechanism, too, went out of kilter; he turned, streaked 
back toward shore, hit the sand at full speed and slid right up 
onto dry land at Mr. Kramarenko’s feet. (This story is covered 
by an unconditional money-back guarantee.) 

The stingray, which grows to considerable size, is easy 
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enough to spear and often puts up a good scrap, but I do not 
advise you to fool with him with a detachable head harpoon, 
Swooping around on your line, he might easily jab you with his 
tail, and anybody who has ever been stung will tell you a ray 
isn’t worth the risk. The same thing applies to the moray. 

To me, the moray is an even more repulsive citizen | han 
the octopus. He hangs around deep crevices and under 1 cks; 
he has a mouthful of needle teeth and his bite is venon ous, 
I once did some shark fishing off Bermuda with a Negro  vho 
told me that his father had lost a leg as the result of a m vray 
bite. This fellow felt so deeply on the subject of morays that 
whenever, by accident, I hooked a big one, he would cui the 
line before I could get it near the boat. I was using his ta kle, 
so you can see he was genuinely scared. One of the R« nan 
emperors had a swimming pool stocked with hundreds of mo ays, 
and whenever he was giving a party for the boys from oi t of 
town, he used to liven things up by throwing a couple of Nu >ian 
slaves into the pool for the morays to eat. Vive le sport! 

And now about sharks. In his chapter on “The Kingdo: : of 
the Helmet” in Half Mile Down, Dr. Beebe says: 


“After we have dived hundreds of times we learn to dis- 
count the fears upon which we have been nurtured s nce 
childhood. And when the needless terrors . . . of the im- 
puted malignity of octopi, sharks and barracudas |. ave 
ceased to trouble our supreme delight . we begi:. to 
appreciate the real significance of our achievement.” 


oa 


I am sorry that I cannot agree with Dr. Beebe about the 
octopus. Of barracudas I know nothing. My experience © ith 
sharks has been negligible, but I do believe that comparati ely 
few species of them are dangerous—even though all of t em 
look it. In our Mediterranean waters there are enormous sh. irks 
called pelerins—brutes fifteen to twenty feet long—but with t: eth 
so small that they couldn’t bruise a custard pie. I have bee: in 
the water (and a few feet directly underneath) a pair of the 
reputedly ferocious blue sharks and seen them depart in piti: ble 
panic. Mr. Jack Heaton says that when goggling off Tahiti. he 
met several “man-killers” face to face; remembering the natives 
advice as to how to proceed in such circumstances, he swam 
toward them in a tough and menacing manner, and siniply 
chased them out of his way. 

I will not say that nobody has ever been bitten by a shark, 
because there is abundant evidence that plenty of people have 
been eaten raw. I do say that most sharks won’t bother you. It 
is prudent to keep an eye peeled behind you, and to trail your 
catch of fish on a line long enough to leave a comfortable 
distance between them and you in case a shark decides to go 
for them; but prudence is part of ordinary horse sense, «nd 
should be applied in all departments of goggling. I think it is 
a good idea always to keep sharks in mind and always to worry 
about them—but not too much! 


o o o ° 

As a rule, there are certain “old inhabitant” fish in every 
neighborhood; these are usually rock fish, and after you have 
taken a couple of pokes at them, they get pretty smart and go 
indoors whenever they see you coming. It is well not to fish in 
one spot too long or too often, or all the game will move out. 
Whenever five or six of us fish together, we shift our territory 
at least once in the course of the day, and we usually let fished 
territory rest for at least a week before trying it again. Of course, 
if you are lucky enough to find a place like the Straits of Messina 
where the fish are nearly always “in passage”—schools of new 
ones, as well as individuals, swimming through every day—)ou 
don’t have to worry about this. 

We have found that fishing along beaches is usually pre’ty 
poor sport, and that the best game is to be found around rocky 
headlands and reefs. If you can find a place where the <ca 
bottom suddenly comes up in steps or ledges from a great de} th 
and then flattens fifteen or twenty feet under the surface before it 
finally climbs out and becomes dry land, you are pretty lik«ly 
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to get some sport. In the yellow kelp where the sea hits the 
rocks and seethes like soda water, there are almost certain to be 
bass: in the rock crevices beneath will be serre, tourde, merou 

. but there’s no use giving the French names, or even the 
Antibes names, when, as we've seen, they don’t mean anything 
any here else. For several years, now, we have kept away from 
beaclies—even uninhabited ones. “Popular” beaches, with their 
spee:! boats, cloudy water and filthy crowds, are of course 
quit’ out of the question. 

While in the chapter on swimming and diving I warned 
agai’ st splashing and other disturbance and noise, there is one 
time when you can splash to good advantage. Mr. Courtois 
disc vered that when he was swimming near rocks or other 
plac s where fish ought to be, but apparently weren’t, he could 
brin. them out of hiding by slapping the water a couple of 
blo. s with the palm of his hand. This should not be overdone, 
of course; the idea is to make fish—and especiaHy bass—think 
that the other fish are chasing food and jumping on the surface. 

Use this stunt when necessary; the rest of the time, bear 
in n ind Izaak Walton’s sagest admonition:— 


“STUDY TO BE QUIET!” 





Fig. 27—G. G. shows a five-toothed Fouine which is only a little 
over four feet long. Fig. 28—... but it is imprudent to use a 
short spear for a nasty customer like this moray. caught by 
Mr. Mrozowicki at Cap Taillat. 


CHAPTER IX 


Gadgets 


. I find that everything you can do without is something 
gain in life”. 


« 


R. B. Cunninghame Graham 

To my way of thinking, one of the greatest beauties of 
goygling is the primitive simplicity of the equipment. With a 
pair of goggles and a spear—at the most, five dollars’ worth—you 
are all set to enjoy a sport which, on the word of men who have 
tried them all, beats tiger shooting, deep-sea angling, flying, gun- 
running, skiing, fencing, bull-fighting, surf-riding, safe-blowing, 
and mountain-climbing twenty ways from the jack. Ear plugs 
and nose clips are precautionary, but not necessary; a sheath 
knife is handy but you can get along without it; and if you 
work from a lonely coast, you don’t need even a pair of swim- 
ming trunks. So what could be simpler? 

I resent anything that tends to complicate the sport of 
goggling; and so, I hope, will you. Still, there are a few gadgets 
thit you'd probably like to know about. 

When you first start swimming with goggles, trying to get 
used to holding your face under water for four or five strokes 
and then lifting it out to breathe, you will probably say to 
ycurself that it ought to be a cinch to make a breathing tube 
through which to get air all the time. Well it is a cinch. I made 
ore many years ago, using a length of flexible metal-covered 


tubing with a mouthpiece carved from a rubber heel; a flange 
on this mouthpiece fitted under the lips and the “nozzle,” proper, 
was held between the teeth. Now, this gadget worked well 
enough for slow swimming in calm water, but I couldn’t use 
it for fishing. If I turned my head to see what was in back of 
me, I'd ship a lungful of water down the tube; if I swam fast I 
couldn’t get enough air to supply my needs, and had not only 
to lift my face out but to remove the tube from my mouth in 
order to get my breath. When a quick dive was necessary, I 
lost time getting the mouthpiece clear; my speed under water 
was cut down by the resistance of the tube, and I was bothered 
by the feel of it. And so I abandoned the tube for fishing. But 
if you don’t want to fish and just plan to go sightseeing along the 
surface, a breathing tube is a very useful gadget. Make a mouth- 
piece that will really stay in your mouth, and use a tube that 
sticks up high enough above the surface to preclude the water 
entering. The whole thing might well be rigged to a cap which 
ties under your chin. 

Mr. Steve Butler, the English librarian of Juan-les-Pins, 
made himself a gadget with which he often swims an hour 
at a stretch without lifting his head for air. It is simply a tube 
which curves around from his mouth and sticks up out of the 
water above the back of his head, like a periscope. He either 
ties it around his neck or holds it in place with wide rubber 
bands. Due to his rather considerable coefficient of buoyancy, 
Mr. Butler is unable to dive fast enough to spear fish, and uses 
this device for hunting mermaids. 

Another gadget you are almost certain to think of is the 
breathing tube which will enable you to walk about on the 
bottom—or so you fondly hope. This consists of a length of hose 
with a mouthpiece at one end and a float—say a two-gallon 
tin—to support the other end on the surface of the water. You 
put on a quick-detachable belt weighted with lead (sinkers 
from the lower edge of a fish net, strung on cord, will serve) 
put your mouthpiece in place, and march into the water. In, you 
go; the surface closes over your head; you are walking on the 
bottom, inhaling through the tube and exhaling through your 
nostrils. But before you have gone either far or deep, you find 
that it takes a lot of muscular effort to drag the air down through 
the tube; you become conscious of the weight of water bearing 
in upon your chest and ribs; you feel yourself running out of 
air—so you cast loose your weights, shoot up to the surface, and 
charge it to experience. For, promising though the gadget may 
look, it is useless in anything but very shallow water, and not 
much use there. 

A couple of years ago Mr. Mrozowicki felt that he was 
losing fish through not being able to dive after them fast enough, 
and so he fashioned a sort of devil’s rosary of lead sinkers which 
he wore around his waist. I forget just how much this weighed, 
but anyway, it enabled him to plunge down with terrific speed. 
As was to be expected, it rather delayed his return to the surface, 
but Mr. Mrozowicki has excellent wind, so this didn’t bother 
him. The trouble was that it tired him out when swimming; 
a half mile, wearing that belt, felt like five miles without it. 
He had to keep his hands and feet constantly on the move in 
order to remain afloat. He was unable to relax—there was the 
trouble! 

Of course there are various types of simple diving appa- 
ratus with which you can really stroll around en the bottom, 
and they are neither difficult to make nor expensive to buy. 
The most familiar one is that worn (and I think, invented) by 
Dr. William Beebe; this looks something like the upper end 
of a small copper boiler, and is manufactured in the United 
States. I am sorry that I do not know the manufacturer’s name, 
but I believe that the sporting-goods firm of Abercrombie & 
Fitch, New York, can give you details. Messrs. Siebe, Gorman 
& Co., Ltd., of London, manufacture a very similar apparatus. 
The great drawback to all helmets of this type is that they work 
on the principle of an inverted drinking tumbler shoved down 
into the water; if the tumbler is shoved down straight, no water 
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enters, but if it is tilted sideways, the air escapes and the water 
rushes in. Thus, wearing one of these helmets, if you stumble 
and fall, or even if you lean over too far, you are certain to get 
your hair wet. The thing to do, then, is lift off the helmet and 
shoot up to the surface. It is unwise to wear lead shoes or 
belt weights with a helmet of this type; have all the weights 
on the helmet itself, so that, once clear of it, there is nothing 
to hold you down. 

My knowledge of diving apparatus is superficial; I have 
never been especially interested in using it, because the air 
exhaust from the helmet, respirator or mask, as the case may 
be, makes much noise and the bubbles rise in a sparkling col- 
umn—all of which frightens the fish. The usual stunt of divers 
who want to scare away sharks or other fish that are annoying 
them is to open the helmet valve for a second or so, there 
is a terrific blub-blubbly-blubb, a galaxy of bubbles, and away 
go the visitors. I have swum down beside a diver when his 
standard Siebe-Gorman outfit was exhausting in a normal fashion, 
to hear at first hand what it sounded like to the fish. The noise 
was considerable, reminding me of a flatulent elephant forgetting 
himself in a swimming pool. 

Now, although I have said that exhaust air tends to frighten 
the fish and Prof. Luigi Miraglia, in his Nuovo Sistema di Osser- 
vazione e di Caccia Subacquea, states a similar belief and his 
own preference for goggles. Dr. Beebe long since abandoned 
goggles for the helmet; so there you are. But I think I am safe 
in saying that a man with a diving apparatus of any kind will 
have more difficulty in approaching and spearing fish than will 
a swimmer with goggles. Dr. Beebe has used catapults and 
guns for collecting specimens and now uses a dynamite cap on 
the end of a rod; even Commandant Le Prieur, enjoying full 
freedom of motion in his self-contained apparatus, with no pipe- 
and-line trailing in the water and no boat above him, uses his 
formidable Nautilus gun. 

Commandant Le Prieur’s apparatus like all his inventions, 
is notable for its neatness and utter simplicity. The frame 
and head-straps of the mask are of rubber; you can put it 
on or take it off as easily as your hat. The steel cylinder of com- 
pressed air is strapped to you by means of a parachute harness 
(Commandant Le Prieur is an old time flier) and is instantly 
detachable. You regulate your air supply with a handily-placed 
valv2; the gauges on top of the bottle tell you just what you're 
using and how much air you have left. If you feel like making 
the experiment, you can shove your finger between your face 
and the mask, let the water flow in up to the level of your nose, 
and then, by opening the air supply valve a trifle, blow all the 
wattr out of the mask again. 

With the Prieur apparatus, you can ballast yourself to weigh 
five or six pounds when you are submerged, and then, with this 
sligit negative buoyancy, you can swim, soar, hover and dart 
like a fish. Letting yourself settle to the bottom, you leap like a 
kangaroo, turn ten-foot somersaults, balance yourself on one 
finger, and actually practice, wide awake, all those marvellous 
evolutions which hitherto you have accomplished only in your 
dreams. The peaceful blue submarine mise en scéne perfectly 
completes the dream illusion. I wonder if those dreams that all 
all of us have are really due, as the learned doctors tell us, to 
something we must of et; and I find it easier and pleasanter 
to believe that they are hangovers from the paleozoic days 
“When you were a tadpole and I was a fish.” 

The Prieur system has a great advantage over the open- 
bottom “copper-kettle” helmet in that you can get your air 
supply in every position, even when you're upside down. It has 
the further advantage of being self-contained. You need no boat, 
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no pump, no lines nor hoses, no assistants. You can amble along 
wherever you want to go, at depths down to thirty or forty ‘eet, 
Your air supply lasts between twenty minutes and half-an-hour- 
not very long, but enough for an interesting stroll and some 
good hunting, if you have a gun. The air bottle is easily re. 
charged with a compressor pump, such as is used in gar ges 
for inflating tires. Commandant Le Prieur has a compresso: on 
board his boat and always keeps a few charged cylinde:s in 
reserve. 

I think it was in 1912 that Mr. Maurice Fernez inve ited 
his diving respirator; with certain improvements, it has bec 1 in 
use ever since in the French colonies, in the Greek sponge in lus- 
try, in Paris, where the police wear it when hunting bodi: ; of 
suicides and murdered people in the St. Ouen Canal, anc . of 
course, by ship-yard mechanics, sportsmen and hopeful tre: sure 
seekers everywhere. It is a thoroughly time-tested and prac ical 
device. 

Its principal element is a U-shaped metal tube which | ‘oks 
something like a jazz band instrument; this is held against our 
face at the level of your mouth by a broad fabric strap ar ind 
your neck. At the center of the bend in the U is a rubber mc :th- 
piece which fits between your lips and your teeth. The left-! ind 
end of the U, where it curves back above your shoulde , is 
connected to a non-collapsible flexible tube; this runs down ° our 
back to your belt, connecting with the air hose leading u: to 
the supply pump on the surface. The right-hand end of th: U 
terminates in a rubber flap-valve; air can escape through his 
valve, but no water can enter it. A nose clip, a pair of stanc ard 
Fernez goggles and a quick-detachable weighted belt comy ete 
the outfit—except, of course, for the pump. 

At all times and in whatever position you may assume ui der 
water, a stream of air is flowing through the U-shaped tu e- 
in through the left-hand end and out through the flap-valve. ‘ou 
breathe in as much as you want of it; your exhalations pass out 
through the flap-valve with the surplus. 

When a small hand pump is used, a rubber sac about the 
size of a football bladder is coupled between the air hose and 
the flexible tube which runs down your back; this sac _ icts 
something like the bladder of a bagpipe in assuring a steady {ow 
of air to the respirator. With a larger or motor-driven puinp, 
this sac is not necessary. 


Cameras 

With half the world gone batty on the subject of photog- 
raphy, you may feel impelled to try some shots at the fishies. 
The easiest way to do it is with a movie camera enclosed in a 
watertight brass or galvanized iron box with sights on the top. 
At one end of the box is a hole with a piece of ordinary glas: 
it, while on the right-hand side is another hole covered with a 
sheet of rubber to form a sort of limp diaphragm. By pressing 
on this diaphragm, you can touch and release the camera trigger. 
Focus and aperture have to be set in advance. I give no details, 
because they depend upon the type of camera and the trans- 
parency of the water. The basic principle is simple, but of course 
a certain amount of experimentation is necessary before you can 
count on results. 

With a rig of this sort, Commandant Le Prieur has taken 
some fine pictures of fish, divers, and naval salvage operations. 
He is now working on a box for his Leica, with some remarkably 
ingenious devices for winding, focusing, adjusting aperture and 
shutter speed, etc. ; 


CHAPTER X 


Cooking 


. [have one request to make to you, which is that as you have 
taught me to catch fishes, you will now teach me how to dress 
them.” 

Izaak Walton 
One morning in the Year of Our Lord 1912 (for, even so 
recently, time was still reckoned on that quaint basis) the brig't 





banne! 
the po 
the M 
on eith 
broad 
A 
of Me 
and sh 
Russia 
the for 
Dul 
giant i 
the Au 
of h Ss f 
cou | 
hon un 
the ns 
E 
the 10 
Gra id 
Anc t 
wa\ ing 
tro} ica 
T 
“By Gi 
“] 
mu mt 
“Ni te, 
speim 
"4 
" 
mai uri 
“a 
Duxe. 
littie t] 
a siow 
rub hi 
crumb 
Prince’ 
to the 
Imperi 
dorsals 
“Y 
I've ge 
brings 
Magni 
And ai 
ards? 
that cl 
and b 
cook e 
A 
was qi 
down 
What 
now m 
is a gi 
not re 
and ps 
of thei 
may h 
table « 
peasan 
lezend 
bing f 
ccoker 
i 
Vision 


along 

eet. 
1our— 
some 


ssing 
goer. 


rans- 
yurse 
1 can 


aken 
10 iS. 


cably 


d id 


have 
dress 


alt m 


rig it 





banners of Grimaldi and Romanov billowed side by side above 
the portals of the Institut Océanographique de Monaco, while 
the Monégasque troops, all twenty of them, stood at attention 
on either side of a strip of red carpet laid down the center of the 
broad marble steps. 

After a wait of hardly more than three hours, a squadron 
of Mercédes cars roared up the hill, tore through the gardens, 
and shrieked to a stop before the Museum. A band struck up the 
Russian national anthem. The troops presented arms. Out of 
the foremost car stepped a man who, if he hadn’t been the Grand 
Duh. Nicholas of Russia, could easily have held down a job as 
giar' in any sideshow in the land; two years later, he commanded 
the Russian Army so intelligently that something like 2,000,000 
of h:s feHow-countrymen were knocked off as fast as the Germans 
cou | load and squeeze their triggers. This noble but swollen 
hon unculus was greeted by Prince Albert of Monaco, founder of 
the nstitut and one of the world’s greatest oceanographers. 

Escorted by the aged Prince and trailed by his Cossacks, 
the aobles of his entourage and the odor of choice vodka, the 
Gre 1d Duke lurched into the main corridor of the aquarium. 
Anc there, behind crystal walls, were living corals, splendid 
wa\ ing plants, medusae like opals, and great fish like hovering 
troy ical birds. 

The Grand Duke halted in his tracks, swaying slightly. 
“By God!” he gasped. “It’s—superb!” 

“IT am honored that it pleases Your Imperial Highness,” 
mu mured the Prince-Savant, bowing and rubbing his hands. 
“Nite, if you please, that green-backed fish—I refer to the 
spe-imen with silver sides which. . .” 

“Yes, yes!” said the Grand Duke hurriedly. “What is he?” 

“He is the Salmo trutta Albertus, or Salmon Trout. In 
maiurity attaining a length of eighty centimetres, he . . .” 

“Salmon trout?—Well, by God, I knew it!” roared the Grand 
Duxe. “The only way to cook him is in white wine, with a 
littic thyme and bay leaves finely chopped. Let him simmer over 
a sow fire for twenty-two minutes, no more and no less; then 
rub him with garlic, salt and butter and roll him in bread 
crumbs. By God! Yes, yes! Splendid! What else have you got, 
Prince?” 

“This,” said Prince Albert, ushering his august guest along 
to the next tank. “This is the Gadus merlangus, or Whiting. Your 
Imperial Highness will observe that although this fish has three 
dorsals, he . . .” 

“Whiting?” bellowed the Duke, delightedly. “By God! Why, 
I've got a chef who knows how to cook Whiting so it fairly 
brings tears to your eyes! Magnificent chef! Magnificent fish! 
Magnificent aquarium, Prince! I say, have you got any sole? 
And any bass—nice, plump ones, I mean? And any decent gurn- 
ards? You have? Well, by God, I congratulate you! I'll bring 
that chef of mine over some morning when I’ve got more time, 
and between us, by God, Prince, he and I'll tell you how to 
cook every damned fish in the aquarium!” 

Albert Ist of Monaco survived until 1922, but he never 
was quite the same. From where I sit writing this, I can look 
down into the gardens of the Grand Duke Nicholas’s old estate. 
What once were lawns rolling down to the Gulf of Juan are 
now market gardens tilled by peasants; but near the palace there 
is a great square cement tank inhabited by fish of a kind I do 
not recognize. They are pallid, flaccid fish, ragged as to fins 
and patchy as to scales. All they get to eat is mosquitoes. Some 
of them, perhaps have been in there since before the war, and 
may have been brought clear from Holy Russsia to grace the 
table of His Gluttonous Highness. On the side of the tank, a 
peasant has scrawled the insignia of sickle and hammer and the 
lezend “Votez Communiste!”—So now, if you're all through gab- 
bing for a minute, let’s go on with the vital subject of fish 
cookery. 

Fish 4 la Goggler 

This miraculous formula, revealed to Mr. Mrozowicki in a 

vision vouchsafed him as a sign of divine favor, works with fish 





Fig. 31—Commandant Le Prieur, wearing his self-contained div- 
ing gear, demonstrates his Nautilus gun. The cylinder contains 
a half-hour’s supply of compressed air. With this simple ap- 
paratus, the inventor and many others dive for sport, science 
and salvage. 


of all kinds and all sizes from ten inches up. It is the way we 
cook our fish when we come out of the water at noon, on the 
red rocks of the Estérel or under the pines of the Lerin Islands. 

First we clean the fish and clean him thoroughly. Then we 
scrape all his scales off. Meanwhile, we have a good, big fire 
going, the purpose of which is to prepare charcoal and embers 
to put under our iron grill. This grill, home-made of old harpoon 
shafts, we set on two rocks about eight inches above the bed of 
glowing charcoal. 

We bathe the fish in olive oil, inside and out, and stuff his 
belly with a handful of oil-soaked thyme and laurel leaves. If 
there is any wild fennel about, we cut skewers of it and stick 
them into the fish here and there. We place the fish on the grill 
and every two minutes brush his upper side with a branch of 
thyme dipped in olive oil. We lay on the oil right generously. 

We cook the fish on one side about twenty minutes, or 
until he looks black and burned; then we turn him over and, 
always brushing him with oil, give him fifteen minutes more. 
By this time he has sort of sooty crust on him. We take him 
off the fire and eat him—soot, crust and all. The wood smoke, 
the oil and the herbs have given him a flavor beyond description; 
the white, flaky meat falls away from the bones and . . . and 

. . well, there is no finer way to cook a fish! An additional beauty 
of this method is that you can eat the fish without plates, forks 
and all such superfluities. Simply cut or break him up into big 
slabs and eat them as you would slabs of toast. 


Octopus a la Nicoise 

When the octopus is dead, which he rarely is, he doesn’t 
look much better than he looks when he’s alive, and you’d 
certainly never think that he was good to eat. Sometimes, the 
big fellows are pretty tough at that, but anything up to a yard 
across is delicious. Here’s the way to prepare octopus a la Nicoise. 

First turn the cowl, or body, inside out and remove the ink 
factory and other machinery you will find therein. You won't 
find much, for the octopus is a simple fellow, and not at all 
unpleasant to clean. Cut out the beak and the lump of gristle 
that surrounds it. Remove the eyes (and, if you care to, dry the 
hard, crystal-clear lenses in the sun, to string as beads when you 
get enough of them. They look something like opals or moon- 
stones). Wash away all traces of ink. Wrap the octopus in a 
cloth and beat him with a mallet, potato-masher or chunk of 
fire wood. Beat him hard. Beat him plenty. Beat him some more. 
Then take a knife or, better still, a pair of big scissors, and cut 
off all the suction cups, giving them to the cat. Then snip the 
octopus into little pieces—body, tentacles and all. None of the 
pieces should be over an inch long; the smaller the better. Put 
this cut-up meat in a dry frying pan and cook it over a slow 
fire for half-an-hour. This will draw a lot of water out of the 
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meat. Throw the water away. Now make a tomato sauce with 
plenty of onions and garlic, and well-flavored with thyme, leeks, 
parsley and bay leaves. Cook the meat in this sauce for two 
or three hours, or until very tender. Add a tumbler of white 
wine, clear the decks, and go to it. As nearly as I can describe 
the taste, it is a cross between lobster and baked clams. 

Cuttle and Squid 

The cuttlefish and the squid may also be cooked 4 la 
Nicoise, although most people prefer them fried. A fried cuttle- 
fish tastes something like a soft shell crab, but vastly better. 
However you cook them, beat them first. 

Soupions 

If you like fried scallops (and if you don’t, youd better 
go get your taste re-tuned) you'll surely be a fool for soupions. 
Soupions are a little squid an inch or so long; it takes about a 
hundred of them to make a portion. Wash off all ink, heat the 
Soupions to draw the water out of them, dip them in flour and 
fry them in olive oil until they are a nice golden brown.—Better 
wear your goggles while you are frying them, though, because 
they pop like firecrackers and shoot hot oil all over the kitchen. 
Serve your soupions with Aioli, which is just about the best sauce 
for fried seafood of any kind. 

oa 7 ° o 

It is really too bad that in America, all these delicious 
cephalopods should be scorned as mere Dago food, and either 
thrown away or used for bait or fertilizer by chronic belchers who 
yet eagerly choke down that horrific mass of muck known as a 
New England Boiled Dinner. Often, on the stern and rockbound 
coast of Massachusetts, I have seen thousands of fine, small 
squid trapped in tidal pools and left there to rot while the 
natives went home and treated their dyspepsia with salt pork 
and dough dumplings. 

After all, the octopus, the squid and the cuttle are molluscs 
and, as such, are definitely related to the oyster. Raw, they aren’t 
pleasant to-look at; but neither is the Blue Point nor the Lynn- 
haven. No, I fear that snobbishness, not aesthetics, is what 
stands in the way of the cephalopods’ culinary success in God’s 
country. 

Mussels 
(Moules a la Mariniére) 

If it were ever whispered in some sections of the United 
States that a man was in the habit of eating mussels, the better 
element would rally in hoods and nightshirts, flog the pervert 
within an inch of his life and run him out of town. But at 
Toulon and Marseilles, as well as at many French ports on the 
Atlantic coast, the mussel industry is of great importance; and 
in the harbor of Barcelona I saw a regular village of houseboats, 
each one with hundreds of weighted strings let down in the 
water for the mussels to fasten and develop on. Now there is 
only one reason for the mussel’s importance in the European 
scheme of life, and that is his utter deliciousness as food. Like 
other shellfish, he is at his best in months containing the letter 
R; he should be taken from clean water, and never eaten if he 
has been attached to iron piles, copper sheathing or other 
metal. The small-to-medium size ones are the best. 

For each person, figure on about thirty mussels. Clean and 
scrape the shells thoroughly. Put them in an iron pot with a 
glass of wine, three carrots, one large onion in slices, chopped 
parsley, thyme and laurel, and four cloves of garlic. Add salt, 
pepper and a gob of butter the size of a walnut. 

Cook on a hot fire, making sure the pot is well-covered. As 
soon as the mussels open, take them out of the pot and put 
them in a deep dish. Any that don’t open should be thrown 
away. You will note that a lot of juice has come out of them 
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and is cooking with the other ingredients in the pot. Let this 
sauce cook very slowly over a low flame, just enough to retain 
its heat, for three or four minutes after you take out the mus-els, 
Don’t stir it. 

Strain this sauce through a fine strainer, put it on the 
mussels, and there you are. 

Just to show the company that you know your way aro ind, 
use a pair of the empty shells (they hinge at the top, like s gar 
tongs) to eat your mussels with. It works better than a for! 

Fish a la Monte 

I don’t know the real name of this style of cooking ish, 
but my dog likes it this way as much as I do, so I have nam d it 
after him. Any decent sized fish can be cooked according to this 
recipe. 

Cover the fish with water, a tumbler of white wine, s' ced 
onions and a little bouquet made of thyme, bay leaves or iny 
such aromatic herbs that you can scare up. Boil until te: ler, 
When cool, remove the skin and bones. Then make an ordi ary 
white sauce and add to it a glass of white wine. Pour in the 
wine a little at a time, taking care that the sauce ren: ins 
pleasantly thick. Put the pieces of fish in a flat baking dish, c ver 
with the sauce and sprinkle on some bread crumbs and a ! ttle 
grated Parmesan or good stale dry Swiss cheese. If you ha: e a 
can of French mushrooms kicking around, they make the _ ish 
look better, although they have no taste. Bake in the oven : 1til 
brown on top; serve, and let your conscience be your guide. 

Aioli Sauce 

This is a fine sauce for any fried or baked fish. You sin ply 

make a mayonnaise and add to it some finely-crushed garli 
Fish Soup 

To my mind, the oft-sung bouillabaisse is much over-r: ‘ed 
and more trouble than it’s worth. This fish soup, while tas ing 
about the same, seems to me to be a better dish and is ten times 
easier to make. 

In the iron pot, brown some onions in a big piece of bui er. 
Add three large peeled tomatoes. Add your fish—in slices if lig, 
whole if small. When tomatoes and fish are well cooked, «dd 
two quarts of water, some thyme and some parsley. Stir ‘he 
whole business thoroughly, then remove fish and pass the liquid 
through a strainer. 

Take the best chunks of the fish, bone them and put them 
back in the soup. 

At the moment of serving, put in plenty of pepper and 
some thick rounds of buttered toast about the size of a silver 
dollar.—Or better yet, spread the toast with Aioli. 


= 


Octopus Soup 

Clean and beat the octopus as described for Octopus a 
la Nicoise. Boil him until he is tender. Take him out of the water, 
hold him by the body and tear his skin off. Throw the water 
away. In an iron pot, brown some onions in butter, add three 
big peeled tomatoes, three quarts of water, thyme, parsley, a 
pinch of saffron, salt, and plenty of pepper. 

Chop octopus in small pieces and put him in the liquid. 
Boil for a long time, until the whole thing thickens to the 
consistency of a stew. 

“Deet, Garcong! The Cart Dee Vang, Silver Plate!” 

Looking over some copies of those elegant American 
monthly publications which appear to be printed in dental gold 
on celluloid shirt bosoms. I find that the Grand Republic, which 
was surely at its grandest and gaudiest in the Old King Coolidge 
days when it was guzzling bedbug gin direct from the jug, has 
now become so effete and wine-wise that a dining citizen |:as 
difficulty in ordering what he really wants to drink without 
violating the dicta of hacks and ad-men, or offending the fine 
sensibilities of a headwaiter. But let all Americans reflect that 
the scribes, writing for a living, are not to be taken serious’y, 
and that the headwaiter, flushed out of some Palermo rathcle 
by the Fascisti in the early Nineteen-twenties, first achiev -d 
his exquisite connoisseurship of vintages through drinking vineg wt 
with copper soldi in it, and later, by riding as shotgun guard )n 
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an Illinois beer truck. Let us reflect these things, I say, and then 
order what we damned well please. 

From the several American dithyrambs I troubled to read 
more than halfway through, I learned that the horn-rimmed 
boys are still preaching the white-wine-with-all-fish fallacy. Well, 
if you like white wine with all fish, go ahead and drink it and 
see if I care; but if, as is probable, you feel that white wine 
isn't quite the thing to lubricate a thick dark-brown tunny steak 
(for example), then order yourself a bottle of any decent red 
wine and don’t let anybody’s sneery theory stop you. A number 
of people who were born neither yesterday nor in the Bronx 
beli-ve that red wine is indicated with many fish no matter 
how cooked; with most fish properly grilled and therefore tasting 
wocd-smoky; and with all fish stewed in dark, herb-flavored 
sauces. 

Sometimes, at noon, we land on the Ille St. Honorat to 
gril’ our fish, stopping in at the monastery store, which is in 
cha: ge of a bluff Trappist brother relieved of his vows of per- 
peti.al silence that he may render solace to fishermen thirsty and 
sore beset. He renders it at six francs a bottle—at present 
exc! ange, about 24 cents. It is a red wine from the monastery’s 
ow: vines, which are descended from cuttings brought from 
Ror e by St. Patrick and planted by him when he stopped off 
her’ to practice chasing snakes on his way home to Ireland. 
Thiet was in A. D. 451. In the ensuing centuries (you can read 
the tale in the smoke-blackened rock fireplaces built all along 
the water’s edge) eastbound Crusaders, hawk-nosed Moorish 
pirctes, spade-bearded Spaniards, tar-wigged English frigate 
ma:ters, Monégasque, Corsican and Sardinian poachers, honest 
fish-rmen from Cannes, Antibes and Nice and, recently, a gang 
of polyglot savages with goggles and spears, have landed on 
St. Yonorat, grilled their fish and washed it down with this good 
red wine. And sometimes, as we lie there under the trees, a 
steaming slab of dorade in one hand and a cool, ruby bottle 
in the other, we see the Rex or the Conte di Savoia or a cruise 
ship plowing westerly for New York, standing well in to give 
the first-class customers a gander at the monks’ old fortress, the 
snow-peaks and the sawtooth Estérel; and we think to ourselves 
what barbarians these cultured and sophisticated globe-trotters 
(see any travel advertisement, including many from this very 
per) would call us, if they knew we were drinking red wine 
with—fish! 

Thinking of it, we laugh; and laughing, we crack another 
bottle; and still laughing, we laugh some more. 


= 


a 


CHAPTER XI 


Garglings of a Garrulous Goggler 


“The wise diver will refrain from written descriptions of his 
experiences.” 
Dr. William C. Beebe 
“Full fathoms five my father lies.” . . . 
Shakespeare 

When I had written about half of this book, I received 
a letter from Mr. Otis Hulett, President of the Burlington Liars’ 
Club, informing me of my election to Honorary Membership in 
that august organization. The Burlington Liars’ Club, as the 
whole world knows, is dedicated to the worthy object of foster- 
ing bigger and better lies, and so deserves the support of all 
right-thinking men; still, I would like to point out that my 
elevation to this dignity occurred some time before the present 
work was published, and cannot, therefore, be taken as a recog- 
nition of anything set forth herein. 

But strange things happen on and under the water—so 
strange, indeed, that even to mention them to the land-bound 
or the goggle-less profane is to court the title of liar. I have 
often heard fish conversing in grunts like pigs, and listened 





Figs. 32 & 33—The Fernez Diving Respirator is a simple and 
handy gear supplied with air by a pump on the surface. It is 
worn with a nose clip and the standard Fernez goggles. 


to a clicking as of fifty telegraph keys in flat, calm water when 
there were no pebbles, weeds or any visible cause. I have met 
fish supposed not to exist within miles of where I saw them, and 
seen others which I was politely but authoritatively told did 
not exist at all. And so I am a liar. 

Mr. Owen O'Connor met three whales sleeping on the 
surface off St. Tropez; he worked up so close to them that 
if he’d only remembered to wind his camera, he’d have had 
the most remarkable set of pictures since those of Ruth Snyder 
sizzling in the Sing Sing hot-seat. As it was, he came ashore 
with the story but no pictures at all, and was promptly branded 
as a liar. Everybody knew it was impossible for whales to get 
into the Mediterranean through the Strait of Gibraltar, and 
when he pointed out that the whole British fleet and millions 
of tons of merchant shipping manage it all the time, they said 
yes, yes, but whales are different... . 

But just after this, fortunately for Mr. O’Connor’s reputation 
for probity, a whale—undoubtedly one of the very three he’d 
seen—barged into La Spezia, an Italian naval base about 150 
miles East of St. Tropez. Apparently he was on urgent business, 
for he steamed right in between two stone jetties, rang off his 
engines, and stopped. The space was too narrow for him to turn 
around and swim out again, and as whales have no reversing 
gear, there he was. The Italian naval people needed the docking 
space but couldn’t persuade the whale to evacuate it; they were 
minded to try an eighteen-pounder or a depth charge on him, 
but then, remembering what a bed of roses a dead whale becomes 
in August, they thought better of it. They phoned the Minister 
of Marine (Signor Mussolini) for instructions. Signor Mussolini 
at once consulted the Minister of Fisheries (Signor Mussolini) 
who referred the matter to Signor Mussolini, Minister of Engi- 
neering and Public Works. His solution of the problem, approved 
by Premier Mussolini himself, was that a line be passed around 
the cachalot’s tail, that he then be towed behind a tug into 
deep water, and there released with a warning. This was ac- 
complished, though not without difficulty. When last seen, the 
whale, who gave his name as B. Mussolini and his age as 312, 
was heading for pastures new. Through some curious slip-up, 
which was later the subject of investigation by a Naval Court 
of Inquiry, the tug was commanded by a warrant-officer named 
Pepe Buttafocchi. 

Once, hoping to snare my fellow-gogglers into a sure-thing 
bet and give them a good, old-fashioned rooking, I remarked 
that I knew where to find some fish that could climb up and 
down the masts of a ship. Although the assembled sportsmen 
had no hesitancy in calling me a liar, none of them would show 
the color of his money, and they finally horsed me into exposing 
my game for nothing. I took them to a place called La Galére 
where, under the water at the foot of the cliffs, lies the wreck 
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of the tramp ship St. Elme. The St. Elme had piled up there 
a couple of years before, under circumstances so peculiar that 
some day I shall write the full story of them; anyhow, there she 
was, dark and shadowy and ghostly, six or seven fathoms 
below us. And there, sure enough, were tens and scores 
of big, fat mullets, swimming up and down the stumps of her 
mast, nibbling the weeds, just as I'd been so eager to bet that 
‘they would be doing. 

Cheated out of my chance to cheat my friends, I was not 
consoled by the number of fish that were fooling around on the 
wreck, nor even by the grand spectacle of the wreck itself. If 
you ever have an opportunity to dive down to the corpse of a 
ship, don’t miss it. It is a strange and fearsome experience. I 
don’t know why it should be strange, because it is exactly as 
you imagine; I cannot say just why it should be fearsome but— 
it is!) You feel very small beside the great steel bulk. You ex- 
pect nameless Things to crawl out of its gaping hatches—and 
sometimes, by Gosh, they do! And the water all around is 
cold—icy cold... . 

As I swam above the St. Elme that day, thinking of the 
money I should have won, the melancholy sight of her coincided 
with my mood. But suddenly, lying on the bottom in the 
shadow of her starboard side, I saw that which made my heart 
jump. It was a copper diving helmet—a Siebe-Gorman or a Zan- 
noni, by the look of it—scoured bright from chafing on the sand— 
apparently in good condition and therefore worth a tidy packet. 
This was strange. I'd never heard of an attempt to inspect or 
salvage the St. Elme, but, as I say, there were some very peculiar 
points in connection with her loss, and many had been the 
theories whispered concerning it. And now, it seemed, there 
had been divers at work on her. And —there had been foul 
play! 

I wondered if the diver’s head was still inside the helmet. 
Adding the value of his gold fillings to the price of the appa- 
ratus itself, I realized that here was something well worth going 
down for! 

I blew out my air. Sinking feet first as far as I could, I 
tilted heels-over-head and swam down and down and down. 
It was deep. It was dark. It was cold. The pressure stabbed 
my ears, jammed my goggles into my face and gouged at my 
eyes. It was a rotten business. 

I was about to quit and shoot up when I seemed to hear 
a familiar voice saying, “Foolish, ye scut, stick to it! — It’s 
worth twunty quid, e’en withoot his denistry!” 

Encouraged, I forced my way for a few feet more. But 
I couldn’t go any deeper; no, not an inch. I reached down 
with my harpoon, drove the head of it through the helmet’s 
face plate and hooked the bark inside the rim. 

I started up, but my burden was heavy and my progress 
slow. My lungs were bursting. “Weel, dinna bellyache aboot 
the weight — it means his head’s inside it!” growled the voice, 
admonishingly. 

Just as I reached the surface everything went black. Mr. 
O'Connor, happening along, helped me swim to the rocks. 

Well, it wasn’t a diver’s helmet at all. It was the binnacle 
cowl of the St. Elme, with the compass inside it. And that 
compass, although it had been knocking around down there 
in the water for almost two years, was working as smoothly 
and accurately as the day it left the factory. 

I know this is a tough one to believe, but Fig. 34 tells 
the story. The pocket compass near the big one shows that 
they both agree which way north is. The St. Elme’s compass 
is now on my desk as an ashtray; it is big, heavy, and a great 
nuisance to clean, but just the same ... Well, I don’t know 
about you, but this is the sort of thing I get a hell of a kick 
out of! 


Commandant Le Prieur made a really worthwhile find 
when strolling in his diving suit on the bottom, off St. Raphael. 
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Fig. 34—Here are the binnacle cowl and compass broughi up 
from the wreck of the S. S. St. Elme, compass still in wor/:ing 
order, and doesn’t the cowl look like a diving helmet? 


This is a beautiful Grecian pottery urn, about four feet high; 
it is in perfect condition, with not a single chip knocked out 
of it. Mr. Roy Campbell, diving near Fos, some miles west 
of Marseilles, brought up two similar amphorae from the ruins 
of an ancient Greek village. 

Spurred on by these discoveries, we thought we'd con- 
duct a real submarine treasure hunt of our own. Just across 
the bay from my house is the Ile Ste. Marguerite and the fort 
in which “The Man in the Iron Mask” (whose name was Mattoili) 
was long held prisoner. The construction of this fort was begun 
at the orders of Cardinal Richelieu, but before it was finished 
the Spaniards captured it. Subsequently, the place has been 
held by the Austrians, the Piedmontese, the English, and, of 
course, the French. Well, it occured to us that in over 300 
years of storm and strife, a good bit of interesting and valuable 
stuff must have been dropped, shot and thrown into the water 
below the north rampart, which crowns a ninety-foot vertical 
cliff. There were certain to be cannon balls and likely to be 
cannon, and a good antique bronze cannon with dolphins, 
engraving, and the usual “Ultima Ratio Regum” cast in front 
of the touch-hole is worth anything from $1000 up to whatever 
you can get an American collector to pay for it. We hoped 
there would be swords, daggers, morions, corselets, halberds, 
and even a chest or two of Spanish doubloons and broad Louis 
dor. But most of all, we hoped there’d be the silver dinner 
plates upon which The Man in the Iron Mask scratched his 
S.0.S. appeals and threw them from his cell window to fis!.er- 
men. These, we told ourselves gloatingly, these would be «sh- 
trays for anybody’s desk! Even if they turned out to be culy 
pewter, we'd still be satisfied. 
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A committee of us visited the cell which The Iron Mask 
had occupied, and from the window took compass and land 
bearings defining the area into which plates (silver, pewter, 
china or even the paper variety which customarily sustains a 
a custard pie) could have possibly be dropped, thrown, hurled 
or scaled by a hypothetical arm, X, the projectile power of 
which we represented by Y. When we got this far, however, 
we ran out of mathematics, so we decided to throw some stones 
out of the window and determine the maximum range by em- 
pirical methods. We then observed that the bars on the cell 
winiows were so close together that it would have been im- 
possible for the Iron Mask, Dizzy Dean or anybody else to 
thro.v a dinner plate between them; in fact, a careful measure- 
mer:t established the distance as being 5.3 centimetres, or approx- 
ima'cly the diameter of a boarding-house butter dish. We 
cou’ | not imagine how the Iron Mask could have written much 
mor: than a Western Union Mother’s Day Greeting on a utensil 
of t iis size, but anyway, after some slight damage to the cell, 
we inally managed to chuck a rock between the bars, and found 
that it fell into the water about 60 meters from the base of 
the rampart. 

Before dawn next morning, we were out there in our boat. 
We sprinkled a pint of olive oil on the gently-rippling water 
and lo, the ripples disappeared and we were floating in the 
cen er of a quarter-mile expanse as slick as a sheet of plate 
gla:;. We spat into our goggles, slipped over the side, and 
begin our hunt for the famous Lost Messages of the Man in 
the Iron Mask... . 

There were seven of us engaged in the quest; we spread 
out and swam on carefully pre-determined courses. We swam 
for an hour; for two hours; for three. The sun climbed high 
int) the heavens. After I had been swimming for some- 
thi g over four hours, had dived thirty times to depths of 
fro twenty to forty feet and had located nothing more 


valuable than three truck tires, a rusty iron bedstead and a 
porcelain vessel of useful design which perhaps had served 
beneath it, I said shucks with it all and headed back for the 
boat. I met three other fatigued and blue-green gogglers bound 
in the same direction. And one by one, with many a groan, the 
clan came trooping in. 

Drying off, gulping hot Bovril from our vacuum flasks and 
gloomily comparing notes, we learned that in addition to my 
own discoveries, our treasure-find amounted to one three-bladed 
propeller (two blades broken); three anchors; one sea-boot 
(heel missing); and one burlap sack (contents, three rocks and 
one cat. Rocks, serviceable. Cat, putrid). The message plates 
of The Iron Mask just simply weren’t there. Of cannon 
balls, bronze cannons, swords, daggers, morions, corselets, hal- 
berds, Spanish Doubloons and broad Louis d’or we had found 
not a trace. 

Well, sir, we had never encountered such a thundering 
swindle. As we sat there shivering in the boat we thought of 
Cardinal Richelieu, of the Spaniards, of the Austrians, of the 
Piedmontese, of the English and of the French; and we spoke 
our minds about them. — In that fort for three hundred years 
without leaving a single relic behind them! Faugh! Youd 
never believe that so many people could be so rotten cheap! 

But after we'd talked it over a little, we didn’t feel so 
bad. Man, we reflected, has polluted the rivers, destroyed the 
forests, pitted the fields with high explosives, obscured the sun 
with fumes of industry, filled the heavens with the tumult of 
planes and reared hundred-story buildings as monuments to 
his folly. But nothing he has ever done has spoiled the bottom 
of the sea, nor will anything he can ever do leave a lasting trace 
upon it.— At least, we hoped not. 

(But just the same, if I were you, I'd get a pair of goggles 
and see it while the seeing’s good!) 


THE END 


DIVING TOURS. INC. 


PROUDLY ANNOUNCES THE FIRST PROFESSIONAL YEAR 'ROUND BOAT SERVICE DEVOTED EXCLUSIVELY TO SKIN 
DIVERS AND UNDERWATER SPORTS ENTHUSIASTS! 
The Most Complete Facility Offered—‘'The SCUBA’’, Specially Designed Jeffries Built 48-Ft. Diesel-powered Boat, for Safety, Service and Comfort: 


e Spacious 164-Ft. Beam 
e Certified Air Supply for All Makes SCUBA 
e Ship-to-Shore Radio 


Leaves Each Saturday and Sunday 7:15 A. M. — Returns 
approximately 6:00 P. M. ~ 
Ni - 
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Available for Charter Parties, 
Skin Diving Clubs, Etc. 


e Large Comfortable Cabin with Snack Bar 
e Three Large, Easy-to-Use Diving Ladders 
e Complete Rental Service for Diving, Spearfishing and Underwater Photographic Equipment, at Reasonable Rates 


e Comfortably Accommodates up to 30 Divers, with Full Equipment 
e Fathometer e Ingersoll-Rand Compressor 
Rates for Day — $7.00 per Person. 


For Reservations and Complete Information including 
Point of Departure Call: GRanite 7-0884. 


SCUBA [5 


Directed By: SAM LECOCQ, Famous French Scuba and Skin Diving Expert — One of the World's Leading Authorities on Underwater Breathing Apparatus 


Supervised By: GUSTAV DALLA VALLE, World-Famous Authority on Skin Diving, Spearfishing & Underwater Sports — Founder and Director of the First 
Spearfishing School in the World, ‘The International Spearfishing School of Haiti.”’ 
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Extra large Mark 
XII Fins $13.95 





Maximum vision, all neoprene 


Mark III Face Mask $4.95 


3# weight 
2# weights $2 1S an, 






Super-safe, rugged 
Mark IX Weight 
Belt $4.95 


Easy breathing, all 
neoprene Mark'V 
Snorkel $2.49 





Labor saving 
Mark Il Foot 
Loader ..$1.95 


tlers addre writ 


MARK MARINE, Inc. 
112A W. Commonwealth 
Fullerton, California 
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“4 Owen Churchill 
{ ' Perpetual Trophy 


NATIONAL UNDERWATER 
SPEARFISHING CHAMPIONSH'PS 





Submitted by SERGE A. BIRN 


Chairman, Underwater Spearfishing Association 

Northeast Council of Skin Diving Clubs is sponsoring Seventh Annual Nat onal 
Championship under sanction of the A.A.U., August 19, 1956. 

Championship trials and Association finals are being arranged in the follo ving 
areas of the U.S. by A.A.U. Underwater Spearfishing Chairmen Harold Aycock, Fl: rida 
Association; Robert Alba, Southern Association (Louisiana): Phillip Sandlin, ( aro- 
linas Association; Gene Vezzani, Georgia Association, with the cooperation 0: the 
new Georgia State Skin Divers Association; Dr. Jerome Schweitzer, Metropolitan - sso- 
ciation, with the cooperation of the East Coast Underwater Spearfishing Associa’ on; 
Mike Cocharo, New Jersey Association; James Gardner, New England Associa ion, 
with the cooperation of the Northeastern Council of Skin Diving Clubs; Mrs. ‘ean 
White. Michigan Association; Joe Vogel, Indiana Association, with the cooperatic . of 
the Great Lakes Council of Skin Diving Clubs; Thomas Simpson, Southwest P% -ific 
Border Association, with the cooperation of the San Diego Divers Council; Pat O' Vlal- 
ley, Southern Pacific Association; Dave Campbell, Central California & Pacific ‘-on- 
ference Association, with the cooperation of the Central California Skin Diving © \un- 
cil; J. Carnahan, Central Association. 

NEW YORK BLACKFISH 

Nineteen fifty-five national champion team defending the title is the New \ ork 
Blackfish, composed of Ted Levchenko, Ken Simpson and Frank Stock. They will « om- 
pete against five champion teams from the following areas: East Coast, West Cvast, 
Gulf Coast, Great Lakes and Central. 

What are the chances of the New York Blackfish team again winning the national 
championship? 

1. They are on their own home grounds where they have in two consecutive ) ears 
won the East Coast Underwater Spearfishing Championships. Of course we know by 
now that this does not make any difference because Ted Levchenko, Ken Simpson and 
Frank Stock won the 1955 Nationals in California’s backyard. However, they now 
have the psychological advantage. The East has beaten the West on the West's home 
grounds. 

2. They have been training the full year in Florida and should be in top phy sical 
condition. 

3. They have learned the not too simple basis of competitive underwater spear- 
fishing—and this requires an explanation. 

Most skin divers cannot get the idea of big fish out of their minds. A big fish 
would be the equivalent of a contestant getting a point in basketball with a subsequent 
point obtained from a free shot. There is some added incentive but the truth of the 
matter is that only once in several years is a large fish taken. The largest at the 1955 
Nationals was a seven pounder. The largest at the °53 Nationals was less than seven 
pounds and at all National Championships prior to 1953 the largest was 11 pounds. 
In Florida the largest was a 34 pounder. With a standard size fish of 1 to 20 pounds 
any element of luck would be nearly eliminated. 

Underwater spearfishing is mainly stamina, skill, endurance, training, condition 
and then experience and equipment. 

NATIONAL CONVENTION 

The National A.A.U. Convention will be held in Los Angeles. California from 
November 31st to December 4, 1956. This is the opportunity for the many skin diy ing 
clubs in Southern California to get a first-hand look at the inside workings of the 
organization that controls amateur athletics in the United States. There will be several 
underwater spearfishing sessions at which all phases of our sport will be discussed 
by representatives from all areas of the U.S, Have your delegate present and atten in 
person for these meetings will control the future of your sport. Conservation is sclved- 
uled for discussion. >» 
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UNDERWATER 
JAMBOREE 


MARATHON FLORIDA 
JULY 22 TO JULY 29, 
1956 INCLUSIVE 


Promoted by Florida Association 
A.A... Underwater Spearfishing Com- 
mittee and the Florida Skin Divers Asso- 
ciation. 


First Major Event 
Ju'y 22nd (Sunday). Florida Associ- 
atio: A.A.U. Championships. Restricted 
to tams belonging to the Florida Asso- 
ciati n. Championship Meet, A.A.U. 
Cha opionship medals to winning team, 
win)er of largest fish caught and the 
gree est aggregate weight by the indi- 
vidual. Second and third place team 
awa ds. Every A.A.U. Club in Florida 
Assi ciation eligible to enter a team. 
Second Major Event 
J ly 25th (Wednesday). A.A.U. Open 
Touvnament. Open to A.A.U. registered 
amaieurs from anywhere in the United 


—_ 





EAST COAST 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 


The East Coast Spearfishing Cham- 
pionships sponsored by the Long Is- 
land Dolphins, sanctioned by the East 
Coast Underwater Spearfishing Associ- 
ation and the American Athletic Union, 
will be held at Watch Hill, Rhode Is- 
land, on July 8, 1956. Preliminary to 
the championship meet, four sectional 
eliminations will be held on July Ist, 
1956, by sponsoring clubs in their re- 
spective areas. 

These are: 

Upper New England . . . Worcester 
Frogmen, % Zig Surawski, 1 Pine Acre 
Drive, Oxford, Mass. The meet being 
held at Gloucester, Mass. 

Lower New England . . . Rhode Is- 
land Underwater Spearfishing Club, 
% Jim Hoey, 98 Evergreen St., Pro- 
vidence, Rhode Island. Meet to be held 
at Stonington, Conn. 

Metropolitan New York and Long 
Island . . . Suffolk Underwater Club, 
% William Nyman, P.O. Box 132, 
Huntington Station, Long Island, to be 
held at Montauk Point, Long Island. 

New Jersey and South area... Del- 
aware Underwater Swim Club, % Ag- 
ricultural Chemical Laboratory, 
Hercules Powder Co., Wilmington, 
Delaware, to be held at a location, 
which as of this date has not yet been 
chosen, 

As of May Ist, 41 club teams were 
officially entered, however, future en- 
tries will be accepted up to and includ- 
ing June 20th by clubs in existence 
three months prior to application. 
Write East Coast Underwater Spear- 
fishing Association, Post Office Box 
165, Flushing, L.I., New York, or di- 
rect to the elimination sponsoring club 
in your locality. 
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States. Also, open to organized teams in 
the armed forces. Armed forces teams 
must furnish certification from their 
C.O.’s that they are Amateurs. This will 
not be a championship meet. However, 
all records will be recognized and go in 
permanent records of the A.A.U. Ap- 
propriate awards will be made for the 
same events outlined in “First Major 
Event”. 

A.A.U. Ship Based rules will apply to 
the above tournaments. 

\.A.U. officials will be in charge of 
these tournaments. 

Third Major Event 

July 29th (Sunday). This is a pro- 
fessional contest which will be under 
the direction of officers of the Florida 
Skin Divers Association. For informa- 
tion on eligibility, etc. write to Walter R. 
Lohmann. President. Florida Skin 
Divers Association, 1575 N.W. 128th 
Street, Miami, Florida. 

General Information 

All these contests are sponsored by 
the Marathon Chamber of Commerce. 

Skiff rentals $3 to $5 per day. Motors 
around $5 per day. Those who have 
boats and motors should bring them. 
This will make possible exploring near- 
by reefs where no boat liveries are to be 
found. 
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MARINE 
LADDERS 


@ Strongest Made Yet Light Weight 
@ Solid Mahogany Steps, Varnished 


e@ Salt Water Resistant 


tubing and end caps protect boat. 
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30” Height 

















"48" Height 














e@ Double Tube-Birch Core Construction 


@ Folds Completely Flat, Easy to Stow 


The finest quality—proved the best by 
years of tests! White, heavy duty rubber 


2-3-4-STEP MODELS 
MODEL 02... 
a vook “12 
MODEL Fl... 


4 Step—10” Hook 36” Height (OB).$18.75 
Inboard Type $97% 


GARELICK MFG. CO. 


2434 University Ave. | SD | St. Paul 14, Minn. 


Motel rentals for a couple, per day, 
run from $4 to $8. Housekeeping facili- 
ties fall within these rates. Trailer parks 
and camping places are available. 

Hundreds are expected to attend. Res- 
ervations are already being made. A spe- 
cial list of motels, rates, facilities is 
prepared by the Marathon Chamber of 
Commerce. Write them for this list and 
make your reservations directly to the 
manager of the place of your choice. 
Mention you are a skin diver. 

All tournaments will take place in the 
warm clear tropical waters on the out- 
side reefs from 8:00 AM to 12:00 Noon. 

During the entire week there will be 
continuous activities which will include. 
dancing. bull sessions, fish fries, explor- 
ing for old wrecks, treasure hunts, motor 
trips to Key West and other interesting 
places on the Keys. 

3-man teams who wish to enter the 
‘Second Major Event” should write to 
Harold J. Aycock, Chairman, Under- 
water Spearfishing. Florida Association 
A.A.U.. 437 Monroe Drive, West Palm 
Beach for entry forms and other infor- 
mation. 

The Bartelt Brothers. Seahorse Motel. 
Marathon. Florida, have been designated 
by the Chamber of Commerce to repre- 
sent them. > 














MODEL FO.., 

36” Height 

3 Step—6” Hook 

30 Outboard Type $9150 
STANDARD MODELS 
(Non-Folding) 





48” Height (1B) $24.50 
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EXCLUSIVE! = Joan & Jim Stewart visit... 


CATALINA 


We had been married for two whole 





The New 
“BARAKUDA” UNIVERS AL 


Underwater Camera Housing 


years last summer and [| doubt if Jim 











>. . . . 
- had missed a weekend in the ocean in 
* Reliable ; s M ell. 1 eitt a 
* Simple that time. Me — weil, | either sat in the 
* 100% car, on a beach, explored tide pools, or 
water tight stayed home feeling sorry for myself. 
* Pressure - a : ; ‘ 
tested to Don’t think I really begrudged Jim his 
75 feet 
* Balancing 
cylinders 
to adjust 
weight INSPECTION CLIPS 
> FOR AQUA LUNGS 





STAINLESS STEEL CLIPS 
FOR QUICK INSPECTION 
AND MAINTENANCE 


@y 


for ANY type 35mm camera 
only $99? 


Available at all better camera 
and sporting goods stores 


$1.50 SET OF 8 
CAST IN ALUMINUM 
TO MASS PRODUCE 2 LB. 
LEAD BELT WEIGHTS 


@ CLUBS 
@ STORES 
©@ HOBBYISTS 


STAN SHELEY 3s (0 


Write for FREE brochure 


ALFA AMERICAN CORP. 


303 West 42nd Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 


POSTPAID $10 
STATE SLOT WIDTH WANTED 
1 OR 1! 2"’* 50¢ EXTRA FOR BOTH 



















PORTS NLIMITECD 
divers supply 


1 can’t make up 
my mind ? ? ? 
What a Selection! 
Dacor Lung — H’m 
Voit Lung — Well. 
Aqua Lung — that too! 
Arbalete, Espadon, 
Tiger Shark, Hawaiian 
Sling, Squale, Profes- 
sional, Voit Masks, 
Champion, Hurricane. 


This is all so confusing | wouldn’t come here if the 
salesmen didn’t know just what | came for. 


Gee, | forgot to get that hooded Sweat Shirt and 
Balboa Original Trunks. Where’s my BEACH TOWEL? Wait, don’t 
lock the door. 


6906 PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY PH. HARBOR 3798 NEWPORT BEACH, CALIF. 
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fun, but I kept waiting for a combination 
of warm water, surf I could handle. and 
a chance to try skin diving, and as | say, 
two years had passed! 

My first experience was all I had ever 
hoped for. Jim, with my encourage: ent, 
and four diving friends chartered Jonny 
Logan’s boat for $125.00 for a wee end 
(two full days) and ‘invited’ him to take 
us all to Catalina. This boat sle;) all 
of us and it was an easy, quick trip ver, 
Once there, I lost all track of time the 
hours went by so quickly! There \ as a 
sailing dinghy to explore with, aod | 
had an unbelievably wonderful day The 
water was clear and warm, and th: fish 
and the rock formations were jus! like 
the pictures Jim has showed me. One 
of the nicest things was that Jim an _ his 
friends were free to enjoy thems: ves. 
That evening we broiled steaks o: the 
after-deck as we sailed up to the Ist! ous. 
Never has dinner tasted so good! __fter 
dinner we took the small boat ashor: and 
explored the night life of the island We 
watched the dancing “under the s ars” 
at the Isthmus for awhile, then th: fel- 
lows decided it was too lovely an + ven- 
ing to waste on land — night diving was 
what they had in mind. 

Sunday was just as beautiful, jut as 
warm, and we started back to San P -dro 
just in time to make it by dark. I | al- 
ways be grateful to Johnny for that \ eek- 
end; it was worth a hundred time: the 
expense for both of us. I’m a much more 
understanding wife this year about | im’s 
reluctance to ever stay home, anc al- 
ready I am impatient for next sumer, 
because I hope to make the trip an an- 
nual affair! - Joan Stewart 

P.S. I might add just a word or two 
to this picture from a husband’s point 
of view, as well as that of a diver. We 
tied up at the Isthmus in order to be 
close to “Ship Rock” and the white sea 
bass, as well as to the shallow shore 
waters where our wives could be shown 
what the diver sees and tries to describe, 
but never can quite put into words. ‘|hey 
all got some of the feeling of excitement 
and expectation that the majority of us 
get when we hit the water. A vood 
divable dinghy aboard and complete 
mobility of the mother ship is a com- 
bination hard to beat for a full diving 
schedule. With the white sea bass in. 
the big blacks there, it is just a matter 
of picking the spot. And, in addition, 
with Johnny Logan aboard as skipper 
and diving companion, we had the ex- 
perience and know-how that helps bring 
home the meat. 

So I guess it’s just a matter of ‘ime 
until our wives drag us out for ano: her 
Catalina holiday. — Jim Stewart 
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Penguin Suits 


AMERICA‘’S FiN EST 








Your exact measurements are required. allowances for 
underclothing are taken into consideration in manufactur- 
ing. All workmanship, materials, and complete satisfaction, 
guaranteed 100%. Made and designed by experts with 
over six years’ experience in exposure suit manufacturing. 
Choice of Outside Color, Black or Red. Small, Medium, 
Large and Custom Sizes. 








Pw-l 
Constructed with 1/8 neoprene 


P. I. Pat. Pnd. 
The Original and Exclusive Pocket 
Entry Dry Suit. Constructed with .035 


foam rubber. Suits are one gauge, two ply pure gum rubber 10% 
piece full length with hood oan red on black. The suits are 

# . 3 u length with hood (optional) 
(Pw 1). Two piece (PW-2). seamless moulded boots (with scuff 
Reinforced seams and _ inter- soles). Reinforced intersections and 
sections. Arms, legs, Fused Tapered Seams $46.50 
front entry zippers... $49.50 For water tight relief pocket on 


pants, add $4.00. 


At Your Dealers or Inquire Direct 


PENGUIN, INC. 


6162 Atlantic Ave. Long Beach 5, Calif. 
Phone: GArfield 2-2612 








SKIN DIVING STORE 


Wet G Dry Suits, Custom or Kit Lungs — Fins — Masks — Guns 
CO2 — Air Refills — Pool Instruction. 28’ “Penguin I” and 
22’ “Penguin 11 Fast Utility — Catalina trips weekly. 
Water Ski Equipment 
Store Hours 9 to 7 — Closed Sunday 
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California Legislators 


Go Underwater 


By HOMER J. LOCKWOOD 

At the invitation of the California 
Council of Diving Clubs some of Cali- 
fornia’s more adventuresome assembly- 
men made a trip to Catalina Island to try 
the sport of skin diving first hand. 

Through the courtesy of the Pacific 
Moulded Products Company, their 72 
foot yacht PACMO was made available 
for the days cruise to the beautiful water 
and submarine gardens of Emerald Bay. 
Accompanied by officers and members 
of the Council, six assemblymen, Allen 
Miller, Tom Rees, Charles Wilson, Seth 
Johnson, Lester McMillan, Bill Grant, 
and Fish and Game Commissioner Andy 
Kelly made the trip. Donning rubber 
suits, masks, flippers and snorkels they 
ventured underwater for the first time. 

(he purpose of the affair was to give 
these legislators authentic information 
about skin divers and their needs. The 
problems faced by California divers re- 
garding water pollution and public ac- 
cess to our beaches were thoroughly 
gone over in bull sessions on the two 
hour run each way, and these talks plus 
the hours in the water gave the assem- 
bl:men a good understanding of our 
Sport. >» 


(L. to R.) Andy Kel- 
ly. Fish and Game 
Commissioner, Bill 
Grant, Assemblyman, 
Bill Barada, Califor- 
nia Council of Div- 
ing Clubs and Seth 
Johnson, Assembly- 
man; discuss the 
problem of beach ac- 
cess while en route 
to Catalina Island 
aboard the 72 foot 
yacht PACMO. 
Photo by Homer 
Lockwood. 


Catamaran, “Bis- 
cayne Maid” operat- 
ing out of Miami, 
Florida. The **Maid”’ 
makes three all day 
trips a week to the 
reef. Will carry 20 
skin divers with full 





gear. For further de- 
tails write: Florida 
Frogman, Kendall, 
Florida. Photo by 
Kurt Severin. 
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EDCO 
SUITS EVERYBODY 


The Original 
Foam Neoprene Suit 
SOFT, WARM, COMFORTABLE 





For Men and Women 
and Juniors 


From $35.00 to $99.00 


Available at Your Dealers 
or write 





NGINEERING 
EVELOPMENT 
ORPORATION 


305 american trust company bldg. 
berkeley 4, california 


Jerry and Richard Barber, 16 
year old twins of The La Jolla 
Junior Skinsters. 





Oonuom 























SKINDIVERS! 


FOR COMFORT. SAFETY AND PLEASURE. 
BE SURE THE AIR YOU BREATHE IS FRESH! 


Be sure it is Cornelius compressed air. 








Moderate charging rate and triple filtration 
— mechanical, coalescent and 
chemical—all help 
insure that Cornelius 
compressed air is 
pure and fresh. 










Model 130R1500— 
1% CFM—3000 PSI. 
Weight 38 Ibs. Height 17 in, 






Own your own compressor or urge your club or dealer to purchase one. 

a There is a Cornelius compressor for every diver’s need. Five models 
4 available. All are easy to operate—ask your dealer for a demonstration 
or write for free catalog showing complete line. 


s 
THE cunliuis COMPANY 


550-39th Ave. N.E. 


Minneapolis 21, Minnesota 
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Los Angeles Neptunes 
Scoot at Catalina 
By BYRD BAKER 


Offshore Catalina Island, on a be iuti- 
ful Sunday, we had the pleasure of } unt- 
ing in and marvelling at the beauty of 
God’s underwater Kingdom, with also 
the added attraction of testing the ‘eas- 
ibility of the Lepel water scooter, as a 
means of transportation for the skin and 
Scuba diver. 

With one diver acting as the driver of 
the Lepel water scooter, we found one 
was able to pull at a speed of four knots, 
an innertube and two Scuba divers. 

With one diver on the scooter, it be- 
comes highly maneuverable, as it turns 
in its own length. 

When boarding one has to be aware of 
his balance until he is seated; then the 
stability of the scooter is fine. The full 
weight including inboard engine is 65 
pounds, It is equipped with a proper 
harness. 

Due to the light weight of this craft, 
one could scale the cliffs that stand as 
barriers to the coastline here in Cali- 
fornia. 

I felt as if I had been liviing high off 
the hog that Sunday. I had been down 
Scuba diving, came up tired, was out of 
air, and some distance from the boat. All 
I did was wave my hand, and they sent 
the scooter out and towed me back to the 
boat. No tiring, kicking back that time. 

The size of this craft will support a 
diver up to 220 pounds if he wishes to 
ride the scooter; however, it will jull 
any size diver. The manufacturer, at })re- 
sent, is manufacturing a larger craft for 
the big boy! >» 
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EASTERN DIVERS 


WRITE FOR 


FREE 
PRICE LIST! 


NY 
ORDER EVERYTHING YOU 
NcED ... BY MAIL 


In mediate Delivery From Our Stock! 
We Pay All Shipping Costs To You! 


C mnplete diving needs including Di- 
ve r and Aqua-Lung Scuba, frogman 
su. ts, spear guns, fins, masks, water 
sk s, aquaplanes, parts for lungs and 
a complete line of accessories. 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR HEALTHWAYS 
VOIT « U.S. DIVERS * DACOR 





yon Diuers 
Bae 24.2, Syracuse 1, New York 


DEPT. SD-3 








Introducing Skin Diving 
Equipment For Central 
California Coast Area 


Al’s Sporting Goods 


Highway One at Pier 
Cayucos, California 
Phone: 4121 


SAN FRANCISCO 9 

NV New spearfisherman 
suit Latex one piece 
with hood $39.95 


Full length wet suit 
with 7 zippers, Made 
to order $54.95 F.O.B. 


Included with every 

suit a A.A.F. surplus 

heating suit at no 
extra cost 





AN LUIS OBISPO 


= Sales and Rentals 

= All major brands 
S 
F 

We give S G H green 
stamps 
S ANGELES 
® 




















Into the Pacific near Midway, a member 
of the Koral Kings plunges in search of 
the big Ulua. Submitted by Honolulu Gun 
& Instrument Co. 


MUIR BEACH 


By DON KNUDSEN 


Muir Beach is a very good spot for 
the skin divers around the Contra Costa, 
Marin County, San Francisco, and 
Vallejo area who do not like to travel 
far for some fair diving. 

Muir Beach is located nine miles be- 
low Stinson Beach and is protected from 
the rough water by a cove approximately 
one mile wide. On good day’s there are 
no waves at all, and the visibility is as 
cood as fifteen feet. There are no cur- 
rents or undertow to worry about. 

The worst I have seen it, is about 
three feet or to the end of my spear gun; 
of course the water was churned up ter- 
rificly from a wind which had been blow- 
ing for several days. 

The most usual fish to be speared are 
perch and an occasional sand shark: 
also there are hundreds of crabs. 

If you skin dive from the right side 
of the cove, you will find that there are 
several very small coves within the right 
side of the cliff. 

Approximately one hundred yards 
from the shore and to the right of the 
cove, there is a very large rock that pro- 
jects out of the water and is very good 
for your larger fish. Your water is a little 
rougher and you have poorer visibility. 
but that is easily overcome by diving 
close to the bottom. 

The best months for Muir Beach are 
the last of August to November and 
sometimes December. as usual for the 
fog free weather. ># 
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AMATEUR ond PROFESSIONAL 


© LOOK! 


COMPLETE KIT 
JUST $24.95 


F.O.B. 


WET SUIT KIT—Com- 
plete with all materials 
and instructions to make 
an insulated foam neo- 
prene full suit with hood and seven 
zippers. Reinforced seams. Custom- 
made to you. Fast on and off. Tough 
and durable. Dries in minutes. Choice 
of full jacket zipper or half jacket zip- 
per as illustrated. Kits come in black, 
red, green and yellow. Please send 
these measurements when ordering: 
Height, chest, waist, thigh, middle of 
neck to wrist, bicep, crotch to floor. 
Send check or money order for $24.95 
to SEAL LIFE. No C.0.D. 








New Aqua-Lung DX Regulators. 
1955 stock. Now .. $39.95 


1901 Pacific Coast Hwy., Lomita, Calif. 
DA. 66663 








Lepel-Water Scooters 


For Skin Divers 
Ideal transportation for swimmer and skin 
diver. Safe automatic controls turns 
in acircleatslowspeed when unattended. 
Lightweight 92 pounds overall, yet is 
staunch enough for a 300 pounder. Length 
77 inches with a 41 inch beam. Fits 
into trunk of most cars, tucks away 
in a plane trailer or boat. Maxi- 
mum speed on smaller model apy | 
8 miles per hour. Fiberglas a 4 
construction one and 
one-half H.P. JLO mo- 
tor operates SIX 
hours on one 
quart of gaso- 
line. May be 
driven by 
children. 











Order Now — for the Summer Season 
8 nm/ph — 1.6 H.P. scooter....$325.00 
18 nm/ph — 6 H.P. scooter......$445.00 


**Sheldon - Raymond” 


EXPORT - IMPORT 
770 St. Louis Ave., A-8, Long Beach, Calif. 
HEmlock 9-1459 — Phones — HEmlock 8-3288 
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California .. . 
DAVEY JONES RAIDERS, INC. 
By Di Carlo 

Crashing the coral barrier off Cata- 
lina, the Raiders, undaunted, dared the 
cold water and cool weather to find few 
fish and a good catch of abalone. 

Returning from the island, Raider 
Allan captured a good-sized shark, which 
was dutifully recorded on film by the 
Raiders motion picture squad. All of our 
films would be shown gladly, at your 
club’s meetings. 

Postponement of the Raiders’ Third 
Annual Dance was necessary due to all 
of our funds going into remodeling and 
reconditioning our 36-foot diving boat, 
“The Raider.” 

Summer plans are looking up with 
new members coming in. . . and the Ma- 
zatlan trip coming up. We should have a 
good report next time on the Mexican 
trip .. . and trips that are being planned 
for warmer days. >» 





LUNG DIVE WITH 
SAFETY AND CONVENIENCE 








CLEAR WATER from breathing hoses with 
MAR-MAC Non-Return Valves in your 
mouthpiece. Install in seconds without cut- 
ting hose! Only $3.00. 





STOP FUMBLING WITH STRAPS. Get in and 
out of your lung harness in seconds with 
MAR-MAC Safe Dive Buckle. One hand 
operated emergency release! On'y $1.65. 











All MAR-MAC accessories fully guaranteed 
Dealer inquiries invited 


TO MAR-MAC: Dept. SK-3. $. 
enclosed Ship following immediately, postpaid, with 
full instructions, under moneyback gperentees 
—_____Se-Air Gauge, complete, $24.95 
(See SeAir ad in this issue) 

Non-Return Valve Set, $3.00 
—___._Safe Dive Buckle for 1° webbing—2—21,"” 

webbing. Either size, $1.65. 








NAME 





ADDRESS 





MAR-MAC INDUSTRIES 


1453 REVERE AVE., HAYWARD, CALIF 
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Wisconsin Council 
of Diving Clubs 
By RICHARD C. BOWEN 


Sunday, April 8, 1956 a meeting was 
held in Madison, Wisconsin in order to 
form an affiliation of the diving clubs in 
Wisconsin. 

Seven clubs were present: The Lake- 
land Divers, the Kenosha Gillmen, the 
Milwaukee Aqua Club, the Aqua Tour- 
ists, the Aquatic Badgers, the Mid-West 
Amphibians, and the Madison Diving 
Club. It was disappointing to note that 
there were no clubs from the northern 
part of the state. All of the clubs repre- 
sented were from the south and central 
part of Wisconsin; Milwaukee having 
three clubs at the meeting. 

It was decided to form an informal 
group to meet when the need arises. The 
Council is headed by a committee. The 
members of the committee are Fred Rob- 
erts, George Wilson, and Richard 
Bowen. The committee can be reached at 
1523 W. State St., Milwaukee. 

The Wisconsin Council plans to fol- 
low, aid and work with the Great Lakes 
Council of Skin Diving Clubs. The Wis- 
consin Council was formed to handle 
problems within the state and to have an 
organization ready when needed. >» 











CARIBBEAN 


(Continued from Page 23) 


quite a bit of night life. I didn’t go div- 
ing there because the divers on the island 
said that they had never seen much more 
than a few barracuda. 

Antigua is further north and is the 
threshold of American influence. To il- 
lustrate what I mean, the prices of the 
best hotels are: Grenada $5 room and 
board, Antigue $10 room and board and 
Puerto Rico $10 room only. I dived all 
over the island of Antigua and the only 
clear water I found was a little bay just 
west of English Harbor. The bottom 
slopes too gradually to be good except 
off the southern end of the island. 

The other islands I know just by rep- 
utation. They say that Barbuda to the 
north of Antigua is primitive and very 
good diving. They say that six feet off 
shore it’s deep water with lots of fish, but 
there is no hotel. The French islands are 
supposed to be heavily-fished as are all 
of the Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico. 
Commercial divers (who spear fish com- 
mercially for sale) are said to work St. 
Vincent and St. Lucia. 

So that’s it. If you have the time, I 
can't imagine a better place for a diving 
trip. They speak English, it’s cheap, the 
diving is unsurpassed and there are lots 
of interesting things to do when you’re 
not diving. I only hope you have as good 
a time as I had. ~~» 





BEAVER 
OF 


La JOLLA 


SAYS: 

If you’re not wearing 
an Edco wet neopren2 
diving suit, you’re nct 


in the swim! 


nog 2. $74.9 


Full suit, Navy type, 
extra 


heavy... . $98.9: 
Fall suit, $39.95 


FREE 
material samples 


In California, Write 


BEAVER OF LA JOLLA 
P.O. Box 348 _La Jolla, Calif. 
Telephone GL. 4-5141 


Outside California, Write 


ENGINEERING DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION 


305 American Trust Building 
Berkeley 4, Calif. 
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\- aay, Never before, a skinsuit DIVE TESTED for you... “~~ - ial 
; pei ~— scientifically checked for maximum pressure and , 
y, 4 temperature changes! ae ennai we - 







DIVE TESTED at depths exceeding 170 
feet the “WAUTILUS 177” gives you 
matchless freedom, warmth and comfort. 
WY Full form-fitting design, hand made from 

i. __ pure liquid latex. Newly designed Italian 
Sp scoop-chute provides 
: fast, easy front 
entry. Sizes small, medium and large. 


REG. $59.95. 3988 


DIVE TESTED at depths to 300 feet, de- 
luxe "WAUTILUS 300” is two-ply 


pure gum rubber. Scoop-chute front en- 
try. REG. $69.95. 


1 
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METRO - MARINE INC. 


2505 TELEGRAPH AVE. * 





OAKLAND, CALIF. 





Send for Latest Brochure and Price oe 
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New York... 
SYRACUSE AQUA-KINGS 
By Bernard Frank 

The Syracuse Aqua-Kings is rapidly 
acquiring a reputation for excellence in 
the underwater recovery of bodies. After 
locating one jet-pilot who had crashed 
in Onondaga Lake, the members were 
again called out to look for another jet 
pilot who had crashed in Skaneateles 
Lake, but adverse conditions prevented 
them from being successful as of this 
writing, but they are to try again. The 
plane is believed to be in over 180 feet 
of water, with the water temperature 
running 38 degrees Fahrenheit, and lim- 
ited visibility. 

Meetings have been spiced through 
the cold weather with movies, lectures 
and discussion of new equipment being 
constructed. The local Red Cross chap- 
ter aided by supplying an instructor for 
the demonstration of artificial respira- 
tion. A combination dinner and dance 
was held last winter, at which the new 
officers were installed. >#» 


California... 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
SKIN DIVING CLUB 

By W. L. Hughes 
Our monthly outing was held at Point 
Dune, on Sunday, April 15. We got into 
the water one and one half hours late, 
due to a flat tire and blow out. The air 
ten perature was 70 degrees, and we 
found the water 57 degrees. Visibility 


was 30 feet. This was our first year that 
all members wore rubber suits. Only one 
member wore a dry suit; the rest of us 
wore wet suits. We remember that four 
years ago, not one man wore a suit in the 
club. Most of our catch weighed two 
pounds apiece, with only a few weighing 
five pounds. 

Jim Perry says that for the last four 
months he has dived in scuba style only, 
but that did not hurt his style, as he 
came in top man with 29 pounds of fish. 
Bob Hartle was the runner-up; the rest 
of us had a fair catch, but we all got 


fish. >o 


New Jersey... 
UNDERWATER FISHERMEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 
By B. Bruno 


The Underwater Fishermen of New 
Jersey held their Monthly meeting at the 
Asbury Park Y. M. C. A. on April 21, 
1956. We decided to join the New Jersey 
Council of Skin Divers. 

Cal Smith, treasurer, reported that 
ninety members had paid their dues to 
date. 

Howard Rowland, president, conduct- 
ed the third lesson on underwater rescue 
and safety. A few members have been 
in the water, however, it is still about 
forty degrees. 

A Star Fish Mop up is planned in the 
near future with Mike Kassaridy in 
charge. = 


Kentucky... 
“MERMEN OF KENTUCKY” 
By Estill Lyons 

The Y. M. C. A. swimming pool, has 
been very helpful thru the long winter 
months, but now with warm weather 
we are moving to the outdoors. Each 
weekend we plan a trip to some local 
lake, camping out, boating, and spear- 
fishing. We made an underwater sled for 
$1.00. We used marine plywood 6 feet 
long by 2% feet wide. It resembles an 
aqua plane and can be used for one. 
By inserting and reversing a “U” shaped 
elevator into place on the rear of the 
board, reversing the pull on the rope, 
you submerge, by shifting your weight 
vou control the sled to right or left. 
Works best at slow speeds. >= 
Arizona... 

DESERT DOLPHINS 
By Toni Popovits 

We found an inviting spot in the Salt 
River below Canyon Lake (about one 
hour’s drive from Phoenix) and were 
eager to go exploring. Although the air 
temperature was in the 80's the water 
was plenty cold and our rubber suits sure 
felt comfortable. 

At this spot the River makes a wide 
turn, the current sweeping along takes 
the shortest route, leaving the wide curve 
of the turn a quiet, clear pool with a 
small rocky cliff as a background. Visi- 
bility was about 15 feet and the depth 
there around 30 feet. Needless to say, it 
was most enjoyable. >» 
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FENJORIN 


UNDERWATER PHOTO & 


EQUIPMENT CO. 
90 Cricket Ave., Ardmore, Pa. 


Quality leader for over quarter 
century brings you another FIRST. 





WESTON MASTER — The profes- 
sional’s choice. Formed brass hous- 
ing sealed at the factory. Mounted in 
rubber and shock resistant.’ High and 
low readings available. Price....$89.75 


Largest selection of underwater photo- 
graphic items in the world and the best 
in diving equipment. 


SEND FOR CATALOG 

















AQUA-LUNG 
Regulators 


Illinois . . . 
THE BUBBLERS 
By Jim Altounian 

Despite Chicago’s inclement weather, 
we have met regularly every other week 
in the Y. M. C. A. pool, with regular in- 
struction periods along with an organized 
certification program, where all our 
members are classified according to their 
progress. 

Recently we gave a Scuba diving dem- 
onstration at the North College water 
show. The highlight was the filling of 
balloons under water with helium. ># 


New York... 
THE ROCHESTER SPORT DIVERS 
By Roy Thurston 

At the last business meeting of the 
Rochester Sport Divers we decided our 
next project would be the purchase of 
club jackets and emblems for the mem- 
bers. Club secretary, Morley Turpin, 
gave a very interesting talk on Boyles 
Law and the dangers of air embolism. 
Another member, Bob Sanger, showed 
and narrated color slides which he re- 
cently took in Florida. 

Television viewers here in Rochester 
were recently privileged to see, on 
WHAM-TV University Commentary, a 
telephone panel discussion on the pro- 
cedures and problems involved in skin 
diving. Over ninety questions were 
phoned in but the panel had time to an- 
swer only ten in the thirty minutes of air 
time. The panel consisted of Dr. Herman 
Rahn, Dr. Franklin Brayer, and Mr. 
Dwight Gardiner. = 





Limited Supply 
BRAND NEW 1955 MODEL DX 


Closing out last year’s line of new DX-Aqua-Lung Regulators to make room for ‘56 models 


$ 95 


F.0.B. Los Angeles 


F.O.B. ORDERS FILLED AS PLACED — ORDER NOW!! 
MONEY ORDERS OR CASHIERS CHECKS ONLY, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE 


MEL’s AQUA SHOP 


RIVIERA VILLAGE 


1911 So. Catalina Ave., Redondo Beach, Calif. Phone: FR. 5-6714 
Time Payments For Divers in L. A. Area—10% Down 


also... Summer Sale on neoprene “wet” 


suit Kits....... 


ere Price $24.95 
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Louisiana . 
ARK-LA-TEX DIVERS 
By Mildred Pou 
At our annual meeting we elccted 
1956 officers as follows: 
John Holmes, President; T. C. S:nith, 


Vice-President, Bob Sutton, Trea irer; 


Mildred Pou, Secretary; Joe Co/liield, 
Director. The club had Roland Ri’ iere. 
Jr. of Dixie Divers, New Orleans, as ‘nain 
speaker at membership recruiting ally, 
He showed some great underwater Gulf 
of Mexico movies, color and black and 
white, and discussed new diving © juip- 
ment available this year. The club’. em- 
broidered swimsuit emblems final]: ar- 
rived and are being issued to d ver 
members as they pass their quali ying 
tests. We are continuing to emph isize 
water safety in preparation for the ‘om- 
ing season, ># 


Florida .. . 
APALACHEE AQUA CLUB 
By Ed \® iller 

May started the spearfishing seas: 1 in 
North Florida — with grouper, sh. eps- 
head, and king mackerel coming o: t of 
the deep water, in close. 

The Apalachee Aqua Club of Tall: has- 
see is fortunate in being only 15 : iiles 
from one of the truly, great spearfi: xing 
areas of the world! 

The bottom consists of rock fo ma- 
tions found in 15 to 30 feet of w iter, 
usually clear and warm during the sea- 
son of May to September. Most divers 
do not use lungs in this depth, but pre- 
fer to use them out further offshore in 
60 to 70 feet of water where the «rea 
fished is huge piles of rock, honey-comb- 
ed with caves and covered with sponge, 
coral and other marine growth. >#* 


Canada... 
VANCOUVER SKIN DIVERS 
By Jim Willis 
We made a trip to Cultas Lake for the 
purpose of getting some underwater pic- 
tures for use in underwater camera ciist- 
ribution, in town here. In checking, we 
found the water temperature was 40 de- 
grees with a visibility of five feet. 
Though it was muddy, the pictures did 
not turn out too badly. These were the 
first underwater pictures ever taken of 
skin divers up here. We are planning a 
trip to Vancouver Island in order to take 
underwater movies for the C.B.U.T., the 
local television station. We hope to be 
gone four days. >» 


Florida... 


THE CORAL CAVE MEN 
OF TREASURE ISLAND 
By John Stephan 

Hello from Florida! During April we 
haven't done too much. We had a few 
dives but the water has not cleared up 
yet. Next month, however we plan to 
really get out and go. 

We have wonderful diving areas with 
plenty of fish to suit either the lung diver 
or the snorkel diver. The water is very 
warm here, so warm that we don’t have 
to use suits. We never use suits, no nat 
ter what time of the year. >» 
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SKIN DIVER 


SWIM TRUNKS 


The Skin Diver trunk has been de- 
veloped for you the diver. Made of 
durable dense pigment, rubber . . 

fused seams, herringbone texture, blue 
stripe on side. Ideal under wet or dry 
exvosure suits, The ultimate in suit 


. » Order Today. . . 


design. . 





are 

nall for waist sizes in the 30-32 range 
Aedium for waist sizes in the 34-36 range 
Aedium-Large for waist sizes in the 38- 
40 range. 

Prce is 


$5 Post Paid in the U.S.A. 


MARINER WEAR 


16 Sunset Rd., Bristol, Rhode Island 

















BAHAMA ISLANDS 


“Skin Diving at its Best’’ 





Clear, warm water, big fish, coral reefs 
and old wrecks. Cruise fiom Nassau 
on one of our completely equipped 
yachts, sail or power. One hour from 
U. S. by air. 


LAZYJACK — 39’ Schooner 
Capt. Fred Whittier, 
P.O. Box 1057, Nassau, Bahamas. 


RAVELER — 40’ Ketch 
Capt. Art Crimmins, c/o Nassau Yacht 
Haven, Nassau, Bahamas. 


ALPHA — 80’ Ketch 
apt. Lou Kenedy, c/o Nassau Yacht 
laven, Nassau, Bahamas. 


DARANNE - 46’ Fishing Cruiser 
Capt. Sam Sawyer, P. O. Box 1057, 
Nassau, Bahamas. 


JAY BEE —- 30’ Cruiser 


Capt. Bernie Butler, c/o East Bay Yacht 
Basin, Nassau, Bahamas. 


All Members Nassau Charter Boat Assn. 





Write Yachts for Information and Rates. 





Scotland... 


DUNDEE 
UNDERWATER EXPLORERS CLUB 
By Roger M. Bruce 

Water temperature right now is 40 
to 46 degrees, with an air temp of 48 to 
55, with fairly clear water visibility. 

The President of the British Sub-Aqua 
Club, Mr. N. O. Gugen, gave us a very 
interesting lecture and showed us a film 
which included some taken by Hans 
Hass. About 150 attended the lecture and 
our club also gave a demonstration of 
all the swimming equipment used in the 
sport, which included the new dry rub- 
ber suit, which is secured by two special 
zip fasteners that are completely water 
tight. 

At the beginning of the month eight 
members of the club went to the West 
Coast of Scotland, near Oban, where we 
camped. The only fish caught was a two 
pound halibut, due to the two day, con- 
stant rain. Allan Doyle shot it with a 
Polynesian type harpoon. 

The secretary of the club and myself 
observed some of the undersea life in 
the form of seaweeds, worms, and 
anemones, 


Maine... 
MAINE MARINE ALPINE CLUB 
By Joe Gallant 

Our membership includes many occu- 
pational and professional variations, 
which proves the “bug” can bite any- 
one. The experience variation is wide 
from the neophyte with mask and flip- 
pers; to the “ole sea dog” outfitted with 
Scuba and cold water equipment. 

Monday night meeting is composed of 
a business session, safety talk or training 
film and completed with pool practice. 

In less than a month of organizing we 
had our first sea test at Falmouth For- 
side. Although the local accumulated 
snow cover was 36 inches and the water 
temperature in the low 30’s those who 
“scuba’d” with insulated dry suits 
claimed “warm as toast” comfort. 

Altho the club is in its infant stage we 
have a very ambitious schedule planned. 
Applicants for membership and visiting 
“Frogs” are cordially invited to sit in a 
meeting held at the Portland Y.M.C.A. 
Room A, Mondays 7:30 PM. >a 


California . . . 
WESTERN SKIN DIVERS 
By Tom Crossman 

Each year we have our annual dinner 
party for presentation of trophies. In 
1955 the fish trophy was won by Ross 
Barnard for his 37 pound Halibut. Lob- 
ster trophy went to Tom Crossman for 
a 14% pound lobster. 

The much envied “Diver of the Year” 
trophy was won by Spence Hanief for his 
combined catches of fish and lobster, as 
well as his contributions to the club. 
Most unusual catch went to Bob Zim- 
merman for two eels with one shot. 

Bill Millington has just replaced Ed. 
Munstock as president. Many thanks go 
to Ed. for the fine work he has done this 
last year. >s~ 


MARK MARINE 


eee for the very finest 

































The Mark VI spin 
type reel may be 
quickly mounted on 
any 14" or 1” spear- 
gun barrel. Smooth 
get-a-way action and 
large line capacity 
make this line reel a 
most wanted accessory 
at any price.........$5.95 


The Mark VIIC car- 
bine speargun is guar- 
anteed to give you 
new power and accu- 
racy to make your 
spearfishing extra ex- 
citing. Each CO2 cart- 
ridge holds about 40 
shots and you can 
change cartridges 
quickly under water. 
The Mark VIIC car- 
bine comes equipped 
with standard line 
clips (A). The spin 
type line reel (B) is 
extra. .. $47.50 


The Mark VIIP pis- 
tol speargun is iden- 
tical to the carbine ex- 
cept for barrel and 
CO2 cartridge contain- 
er size. (See the draw- 
ing below for exact 
dimensions). $39.95 


Mark VIIC carbine 








| g'-| 


= 17" 


Mark VIIP Pistol 





See these great new items 
at your dealers TODAY! 


For vour dealers address. write 


MARK MARINE, Inc. 


112A W. Commonwealth 
Fullerton, California 
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Wisconsin... 


SPEARFISHERMAN SHORTYS | mvsiitx, ywce sovarc | lhe 


By Robert W. Mvell ° 
$] 195 Warm weather ig oe and “a Wi 


looking forward to outdoor skin diving 
so that we may put into use some ©’ the 
excellent instructions that we reccived 
during the winter months from \Javy 
Machine moulded, seam- ——¥ Rag ee Bane. * 

With the ief that it is tte: for 
less, 800% stretchable skin divers to recommend legislation per- 





SAVE 40% 


These suits are ideal fot 


summer diving and make latex rubber. These suits taining to themselves, rather than ‘ave 
an excellent extra suit to ' “outsiders _do it, representatives of var- 

are factory 2nds with all ious skin diving clubs took steps in }\ adi- 
save wear and tear on blemishes mended. son April 8th to organize a intra-state 





skin diving council. The adoption > a 
standard flag for skin diver’s use, . erti- 
fication o fair stations, and the exch :nge 
of skin diving information are a: ong 


ONDERWA TER SPORTS SH OP So pop including our 


president Bob Hendricks has spok« : to 


your winter suit. 

















“Everything For Skin Diving” various Boy Scout groups about s fety 
TIME PAYMENTS in Scuba diving. 
Store #1 Store #2 All inquiries about our club ma _-° be 
5914 E. 2nd Street 159 COAST BLVD. SOUTH addressed to our club at 633 N. 4th, ys 
Long Beach 3, Calif. LAGUNA BEACH, CALIF. Milwaukee, Wisconsin. >» ld 
Phone: HE. 3-7575 Phone: HY. 4-7880 
OPEN SUNDAYS California .. . 








Y HYDROPHILES OF LONG BE CH 
By George \ uno 

6 a bk & gS 3 g T re ] - - & we The Y Hydrophiles of Long Beach was 
formed after the completion of a Skin 

Diving and Scuba Class at the Y)iCA ¢ 


AQUA-LUNG + DIVAIR - Volt FRE ne oF year ate under the direction of Rory Page. I 



























































s try 
SCOTT e WORTHILL « DESCO with every purchase. Vetter and Al Fish, Athletic Director of 
BUY BY MAIL G&G SAVE™=™ the Y. 
Send for New Free 1956 Jumbo NI : 7 ; —— — 
FREE Seta The target, selection ot on © tine ines tn 
reer oo iene oer — politan area. Palos Verdes Calif. and Punta Bunda, 
kit with L hased. 7 : . el 2 ae 
ee ere eee TRY SEPORE YOU BUY Mexico. Among the “catch” some in- Ney 
_—_ -- J on a ave teresting relics in the way of old anc iors 
CENTRAL , ZSSKINDIVER' PREE And amange to try any tune of your were brought from the briny dee} of 
2 a” 47) Be) | SCUBA. choice _free. Catalina. Recently the wreck of an old 
2S isin Sad atte wept, fam on — a —< but we Lge to report rT d 
160-09 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica 32 ~~ aa water lubricated com- t a t Py y gpd seen were a n 
Long Island, New York swarm of lobsters who were safely out 
of season. > 
Ren 
“SEAMASTER ” C0/2 S$ 
Made By The Makers Of The World Famous peargun , 
“a @u ae re 
JET HEAD Aol, deplened stoeivg powarhond tt ill five se tower hen 3ue WEIGHT BELT 
features a positive safety. Quickly installed or detached as needed. 
Complete with three feet of stainless steel cable and instructions. a —~ ~~ 
ere <i te thea ee rie ony OM __ (FS 
JH-32-C — for all 7/16” diameter shafts $14.95 Ea. CA =? 
ia Scot 
Furnished with four 2' pound weights, one inch heavy web belt with 
quick release buckle. Will lock in any position in addition to being 
instantly detachable as required. a 
re Cs . vovvccesocksassseeccedensedeced $14.95 Ea. 
Ey ee EE cc awedienecsessaensebensconawesoud $2.75 Ea. \ Try 
A three piece sectional pole spear totaling 74” in length. Featuring 
non-twist pull-out joints. Powered by three feet of pure Latex Labora- Cc. 
tory tubing with plenty of zip. Suit 
Se Se Ci vacnvcadnsen en aneee 6ebeheesdeadenunee $9.95 Ea. » 
Extra Detachable head assembly — Only................... $3.50 Ea. 6 M 
COMING! ny DER ITS SURFACE _ ; 
F a Regional Distributorship Available 
ive More Original Great Spearguns 720 Michigan Avenue 
“Sea Hawk” * “Sea Wolf” Santa Monica, California Rcute 
“Sea Lion” * “Sea Devil” * “Sea Tiger” UNDERWATER INTERNATIONAL Phone EXbrook 5-5994 Onen « 
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The Life Jacket Designed 
With A Diver In Mind!! 


dentical to the neck yoke worn by 
LDT since 1953... 


WITHOUT A FATALITY!! 
$22.95 postpaid from 


SAF-T-LINE 


O. Box 7231 


Satisfaction Guaranteed 





San Diego 7, Calif. 








—_—_ 


New Jersey’s Center 


for 


Underwater Equipment 


Rental Lungs ¢« Tanks 
Lungs Refilled with 
Fresh Mountain Air $2.00 


Lungs in Stock: 
Scott ¢ Aqua-Lung « Divair 


Try One Here on Our Lake 


Suits - Compressors - Guns 
Masks - Fins - Cameras 


Cases - Books 


BOWCRAFT’S 
Sport Shop and Playland 


Rcute 22, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 


Onen evenings, except Wed. and Sunday 














_— 


New York... 
BUFFALO AQUA CLUB 
By Henry Dinder 


At the last membership meeting of 
the Buffalo Aqua Club, a committee had 
been formed to organize a Diving Coun- 
cil for the New York State area. 

At this time three active diving clubs 
have been contacted and each club is in 
favor of participating in such a council. 

We now are requesting from the 
“Skin Diver,” a listing of names and ad- 
dresses of diving clubs in the New York 
State area. The object of this request is 
to contact each club and request that 
they too become active participants in 
The Empire State Council of Skin Div- 
ing Clubs. 

There are some undesirable restrictions 
which retard the sport of Scuba, and 
Skin Diving in most areas of New York, 
and only through a council of clubs will 
we have strength in voicing our desires 
in the legislative branches of New York 
State government. Write Buffalo Aqua 
Club, 4921 Abbott Rd., Orchard Park, 
N. Y. >= 


California .. . 
DORSALS 
By Roger Ralston 

Water Temperature: 63 degrees. Wa- 
ter Condition: Excellent—very clear. Air 
Temperature: high 60’s. 

The Dorsals Skin Diving Club of La 
Jolla was started last July in La Jolla 
and aboard the Aircraft Carrier USS 
Shangri-La. We have no written reports 
from the club members of the Shangri-La 
with the exception that their member- 
ship totals between 15 and 20 persons. 
Active members of the La Jolla group 
include Eric Wilmurt, Pete Graves, Har- 
old Phair, Lea Lacy, and Roger Ralston. 
Prospective members are Dick Lyons, 
George Thorsell, and Bernie Lourito. We 
have just come out of winter hibernation 
and find the water very nice. Anyone in- 
terested in skin diving activities should 
get in touch with San Diego Divers Sup- 
ply, AC. 2-7021, and leave their name 
and number. >s 


California... 
SEA HAWKS 

By Ed Holbert 
On February the Ist, 1956, the Sea 
Hawks Skin Diving Club came into be- 
ing. Some of our divers have been very 
fruitful with the Long Beach Breakwater 
giving us some nice catches. On our 
trip to La Jolla a trophy was started. 
Tom Nickelsen now leads the contest. 
We have two underwater cameras in 
the club with a pretty fair amount of 
shutter activity. We are hoping to ac- 
quire some good underwater shots. >» 





ATTENTION DIVERS AND 
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Enjoy a 30 day diving trip in the warm, clear, 
abundant waters of the Gulf of California in and 
around La Paz aboard luxury 96° diesel yacht at 
modest cost. Will leave Los Angeles on or about the 
middle of September. Accomodations for 15 passengers. 
Darkroom facilities and air aboard. Everything furn- 
ished. Fare $400.00 

For details write: Bill Hogan, 5914 E. 2nd St., 
Long Beach 3, Calif. 








Tremendous Saving! 


Ingersoll-Rand High-Pressure 


AIR COMPRESSORS 


© Will fill 37 C.F. tank in 7 minutes. 

* Rated 2000 P.S.1., 16 C.F.M. at 600 R.P.M. 
¢ U. S. Air Force rebuilt. 

* 3-stage Compressor, Model 3321. 





This compressor will pay for itself many 
times over with savings on tank refills. 
Requires 7.5 H.P. electric motor or Wiscon- 


sin VE-4 gasoline engine. 99500 


List price $1160.00. 
Now, while they last, 
Ship. Wt. 400 Ibs. F.0.B. Chicago 





SPECIAL! — Brand New — War Surplus 
Wisconsin engines sold only with com- 
pressor. Reg. $412 — Now Only $212. 











HARRIS SUPPLY CO. 
(Regular Ingersoll-Rand dealer) 
1710 So. Michigan Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 
Phone WEbster 9-2700 























Sen aes 


SUIT MANUFACTURERS 





2-PLY Neoprene and 
Pure Gum Rubber 
Sheeting Source 
is in position to supply 
Additional Accounts 
Various gauges, widths & high 


gloss color. combinations 


available 


Write for Samples and 





Pertinent Information 


West American Rubber Co. 
410 N. Ave. 19 


Los Angeles 31, Calif. 


Manufacturers of WARCO Brand 
rubber products for 46 years 
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Pennsylvania .. . Massachu 

BIORHY THM DIVING MARINE EXPLORATION SOCIETY MAS 
By William D. Neuman 

ediiink desiece. ectentiate end ena: Sunday morning, April 22nd, was the Diving 


first official club outing of the year. We 


tablishina the ti ae sieallias visited an old stone quarry, north of 
st s ig the three lyin: Cc cycie . F ? 
so ppaeesaretetiag 7 J Philadelphia. 


of energy, emotion, and intellectual 


inywhere 
around B 
Buzzards 
Cape Cor 


neers have developed a method of 


There were ten in our party, six of us 


















faculty which function in all persons. equipped for diving. Be ox 
A knowledge of the exact dates of We all wore rubber suits, the water ov at 
these 23, 28 and 33 day periods en- temp. being in the middle forties. I found yl 

ables one to arrange affairs, work, the water fairly clear, with visibility of agree 
os . . shore iv 

and recreation on scientifically proven about 40 feet. 
> : , blues, 1% 
schedules for utmost efficiency. Veteran divers’ Joe Thompson and Bob ales 1 

; ee) Set eee ae Darwin, of the Abington YMCA, claimed Dive-masks — Swim-goggles . 
There are certain days occurring fre- on £ sha k, ce 
ect ig teal cial the quarry to be about 125 feet deep, or Snorkels, etc. is alse 
uenu \ 1en eacn individual snc 7 > ° hat * alo 
. —s , , “ sae? ; ee at least that’s what their depth gauges PHILIPP M WINTE % bout 

2 especial careful and on the alert " pe t 
e especially ca ana 11eT reported. e er ; 
+ await _ nite ese avs cz 9 , an 
— vid ee Th se days can Ed Welch, my diving partner, only FUERTH/BAVARIA - GERMAN ae is 
be mathematically calculated for any reached the 15 fathom mark, while Gene , = 
period or age. Kohles, our safety director, and his ‘0 spect 

, é sr 

Practical application of this science buddy Denny Marra stayed in the shal- NOW AT NO INCREASE IN PRILE ie te 
is especially useful to divers and ath- lows of the 40 ft. level. if amene i 
Ree ne went on eudneiekiie ditunte The treasure of the day, a small shovel, the SEA NYMPH MFG. C0. “pare 
ost lt ial, was retrieved by Ed Welch. >s» is bringing to you Bay oon 


and pilots of aircraft, in f c 
a great new material — : 
r ike sp V 


viduals desirous of making most effi- ‘ . 
RT ae ek California . . . RMO ITE ee’ Fi 
ee GOLDEN GATE AQUA KNIGHTS THE L Te ot 




















cogent trapgeegdapet meyplans: Pc ogee This material, which is especially con. | Puan 0 
¥ : With advent of warmer weather and pounded for us, has the softness «| fingers. A 
your name, address and birth date the bursting of Spring flowers our boys natural foam rubber and the durabili lobster ing 
with your remittance to are feeling the urge for more frequent and toughness of neoprene. We gua hand. Spe 
and widespread diving. Several of the antee this material to be as warm ar | esidents | 

Biorhythmic Research Institute, Inc. lads trekked with the doughty divers of —_' ao 
Sd hives rae : the Loonie Goonies to Santa Barbara, to Fe aeen The w. 
Aviation Building, Miami 42, Florida hunt for sunken destroyers. Water turned ES SESE SSA WETS tts Bay 
out a bit murky. No destroyers sighted. SEA-NYMPH MFG. CO. nav be | 

Our members are pretty adept ab nab- 10771 Leffingwell Rd., Norwalk, Cali‘ vearing j 

bers by now, feeling a sporting urge to — Bund a 

snag them in free dives at 25 to 30 feet wer WO! 


in Carmel waters. We helped staff a skin SEATTLE SKIN DIVING longed di 
diving exhibit at the San Francisco Boat 


lepths gi 
Show, answering questions and at the HEADQUARTERS 2m ae 





same time lining up new membership Aqua-Lung, Divair, Scott ¢> Northill Anv sk 
material. Our ear clearing experiments Bel-Aqua, Carib, Seal, Pirelli an iam hu 
with anti-histamine and nose drops Wet Suits van as Ps 
hasn’t shown any significant results yet. Certified Air Refills dad to 
We have found skin diving isn’t limited All Types Fins, Masks and Gun Massa hu 
to your early twenties. One of our stal- Seenalene ts : mally s 
warts is pushing 50 and is right in there omplete Line of Accessories a" ie 


with the rest. Those interested in mem- shone m 


bership can get in touch with us through e USOT.» 
Ronnie May, our president, DIamond Puget Sound Divers Co. ie 





3-3731. >= Ohio... 
California .. . 2520 WESTLAKE AVE., NO. yuer 
MUIRMEN SEATTLE 9, WASHINGTON 

caer accuse: 
On Sunday, May 4, we had an inter- In our 


club meet with the Pescadores. We lim- Id abon 


ited the Ay to two hours as we felt S U I T ¥y @) U ~ S E L F me sou 
that would be a good test. After feeling if those 
the fay which had end about 6 RUBBER SUIT KITS tan fish. 





CORNELIUS COMPRESSOR degrees overnight, we were glad it was atrain, a 
To 3000 PSI — $39.95-$60.00 only two hours. The Muirmen won the two old ¢ 
otede i meet with a total of 56 pounds of fish. SUIT YOURSELF AND SAVE $ $| },, find wl 
Ingersoll-Rand Air Compressors The es — so socom one HEAVY DUTY RUBBER Since tl 
Furnished Free To Dealers Jappe had high individual aggregate anc entered t 
also the largest fish. His 23 pound sheeps- DRY TYPE—HOOD—MOLDED BOOTS | Bin i ore 
Wholesale Distributors head topped all other entries and _ his FRONT 5 nd Bill 

2a . TWO- E l 
Dealer Inquiries Invited total aggregate was 36% pounds. Second ENTRY 2495 O-PIECE 5 minute 
een at highest man was Don Finley of the Pes- Witten tie eee Meal ind 2 toil 

cadores with 15% pounds. Jack Opper- rie jor jree brochure Whe 
AQUA PRODUCTS man was third with 13 pounds. SUIT YOURSELF lub “al 
2009 MONROE STREET The location of the meet was Laguna, BOX 3423, DEPT. 5 tnd. vrave 
TOLEDO, OHIO the beach was the same location where . : if lure th 
the Ist Pacific Coast Meet was held. >#» a Soe a See, — fn out ‘ 
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Massachusetts ... 
MASSACHUSETTS AMPHIBS 
By Joe Castelli 


Diving in clear water can be enjoyed 
nnywhere in Massachusetts except for 
ground Boston Harbor, the upper part of 
Buzzards’ Bay, and the south side of 
Cape Cod, which, except for a few iso- 
lated spots, although warm, is usually 
murky due to a sand bottom. 

Game fish we have speared from off- 
shore Civing include tautog, rock bass, 
blues, :nackerel, shad and pollack. Less 
porting fish such as flounder, fluke, sand 
sha k, cel, skate, perch and angler fish 
hav al-o been taken. Tautog appears to 
be tbout the best game fish, being quite 
ibundanit. These fish average 5 Ibs. and 
gow ti a maximuin of 12 to 14 Ibs. 

The only salt water fish which is illegal 
‘9 spe.r is the striped bass. This fish 
gows ‘o over 50 lbs. and may be 
geared in Rhode Island. 

Lobsters are plentiful in Massachusetts 
Bay from the Cape Cod Canal north. Un- 
ike spiny lobsters, these lobsters of the 
genus Homarus have two large front 
lavs, siving them a fighting chance, as 
nay of us have learned from bruised 
fingers. Although Scuba is permitted for 
lobsteriug, lobsters must be taken by 
and. Spearing is not allowed. Non-Mass. 
esider''s may obtain lobster licenses from 
lune | to September 30. 

The water temperature in Massachu- 
etts Bay seldom goes above 65°. Diving 
ay be done during July and August 
earing just a bathing suit, but we have 
found a heavy sweater or long under- 
vear works well as a wet suit for pro- 
nged diving. If diving is to be done at 
lepths greater than 30 feet a suit be- 
mes a necessity. 


Any skin diver who finds himself in 

Massachusetts at any time is welcome to 
tive us a call. We would be more than 
gad to show visiting skin divers what 
Massachusetts has to offer. There are 
sually some of our members diving 
very weekend of the year. The tele- 
jhne number in Boston is ANdrew 
$5275. ratte 





Ohio... 
JUPITER SKIN DIVING CLUB 
By Tim Koverman 


In our last club dive we explored an 
ld abondoned stone quarry, about ten 
_ south of Dayton, Ohio. It was one 
{those quarries that had more tall tales 
than fish. It was rumored that there was 
‘train, a steam shovel, train tracks, and 
wo old cars on the bottom. We were out 
0 find what was really there. 

Since the water was cold only one man 
‘tered the water, with safety men on 
the shore. Tim Koverman was the diver 
ind Bill Craft supervised the dive. After 
4) minutes of diving one old car, a boat, 
ad 2 toilet were located on the bottom. 
When the water warms up the whole 
lub will be going down. If every quarry 
ad gravel pit contains near the amount 
if lure that this one does we will never 
fin out of places to dive. ># 








TAKE ACTION 
PICTURES 


with the SAMPSON 
Gun and Safety 
Powerhead mount- 
ed on camera box, 
with built-in light- 
meter. 


THE 
SAMPSON 


PROFESSIONAL 
UNDERWATER 
CAMERA BOXES 
Designed for the Bell & 
Howell 16 & 35 MM 
100’ roll cameras. 


Elgeet 1.5 wide angle 
lenses available. 





BELL G&G HOWELL cameras available with UW cases 


SAMPSON MACHINE Works 1604 Newport Bivd. 


Costa Mesa, Calif. 
Write for prices and information 











ACT NOW $1000.00 IN PRIZES 


July 15th is closing date for DAVCO Underwater Photo 
Contest. Send today for details and entry blank. 


Ask About Rubber Suit Specials 


D. L. DAVIS COMPANY 
3510 Manor Street Los Angeles 39, Calif. 











AT LAST... FOR UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHERS 









e* es SEAHAWK is the first to offer a © 
° e@ low-priced, high-quality e,°® 
e @ underwater camera bd ° 
. wr e case for the . e 
°, ~~) e 
® * Argus ° \ F . 
° e C3. « tnt ‘ 
e e * » as , nd 
° ° es td 
e e * j ‘ e ao @ 
a e A f M ~ 
° MARK I } a oe 
e e - features out- ° ( b p * ws e@ SEAHAWK- 
o side controls and o=™ a A © MARK Il under- 
© flash port. Tested to 150 a? water camera 


e * feet. Write for free brochure. case for the Argus 


— e ‘a " “we 3. $59.95 
= "+." SEAHAW 
002 


P. O. Box 1157, Dept. 2, Coral Gables, Fla. deter Lp 


Ad No. 2—1/6 page 





Amazing New 22 Cal. PRO-PEDO — Prodanovich Torpedo Powerhead 


POWERFUL 
(Gets Big Fish) 


SENSITIVE 


(Works on Small Fish) 


SAFE TO USE 


(Cocks on Inertia) 








Made to fit: French Arbalete — Voit Arbalete — Any arrow with 5/16” N.F. thread 
ORDER NOW, ONLY $35.00 


Built by: Jack Prodanovich, originator of the POWERHEAD for underwater spearfishing 


JACK PRODANOVICH ENTERPRISES 
3824 Ampudia Street San Diego 10, California 
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The Original DOLPHIN Suit 


DOLPHIN ENTERPRISES Accept No Substitutes! 


Suits Are Dry Type — Pocket Front Entry — Hood — Moulded Boots 


DELUX PURE GUM — KELP COLOR — $49.95 


If Custom Built Suit Desired: Head, Chest, Waist, Hips, Crotch to Floor, Foot in Inches, 
Wrist, Height, and Weight Required. 
Dealer Inquiries Invited — If No Dealer in Your Area, Write for Information 
CLOSED SUNDAYS 
Phone TOrrey 7-0611 . 


9642 East Artesia Blvd. ° Bellflower, California 











PESCASPORT 


(Italian Spearfishing Magazine) 


American Representative : 

GUSTAV DALLA VALLE 

c/o Skin Diver Magazine 
P. O. Box 128 
Lynwood, Calif. 


One Year Subscription — $5.00 
Manuscripts and pnotographs from the 
U. S. and Canada welcomed. 








“~°EAU ET LA VIE SOUS-MARINE” 


French Magazine for Spearfishermen and Skin Divers 


Write to: Roger Foucher-Creteau 
Bureau 16A 
1 La Haye Street 
Tangier (Morocco) 


Subscription for One Year: 
$2.00 (U.S.A.) 











In the Heart of 
the Florida Keys 


BARTELT BROS. 
Florida Skin Divers Hdqs., Inc. 
at the 
seahorse motel, Marathon, Florida 
AS FEATURED IN SATURDAY EVENING POST 










Complete line of diving equipment for sale and rental — compressed air — 
instructions — guiding — special discount on air to Guests staying at our Motel. 











VIRGIN ISLANDS 


“SKIN DIVERS’ PARADISE” 


SKIN DIVERS Aqua-Lungs—Hydro Pak—Divair 
will find special rates Underwater Cameras 


at spearfishermen’s a y By ay 
headquarters 


Most complete stock of 
TRADE WINDS HOTEL 


Underwater equipment in the 
on beautiful Brewers Bay 


Caribbean 
P.O. Box 1242 


C. & M. CARON 
P.O. Box 315 
SAINT THOMAS — 


U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 











The SKIN DIVER Magazine 
Box 128 
Lynwood, California 


subscription Blank 


5-yr. $29 


years subscription. 





1-yr. $3 


I enclose $ for 





[|] New 


[_] Renew 
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Midway Island... 
KORAL KINGS 
By Harold Arendt 


*(Submitted by Honolulu Gun & Instrument Co 
for the Koral Kings of Midway 


Last September we had ov» first 
official club meeting, and the Koral 
Kings of Midway were born. Throw «h the 
interest and support of our Comm. nding 
Officer, the club was granted pert sission 
to use one of the station boats for °xcur- 
sions, and to go outside the reef vhere 
the big fish are. An abondoned « ‘onset 
hut with a nearby pier, became the Kora] 
Kings Club House. 

Today the majority of the Kora! Kings 
have their own Scuba gear. Our quip. 
ment comes from Toys for Men of {ono- 
lulu and Fred Jones does a swell ob of 
giving us fast delivery on our an- ousl 
awaited gear. 

A reef barrier surrounds the Isla: 1 and 
every trip out is a new adventur: Fish 
are numerous — there are thousa ds o! 
varieties ranging from the big Ulus down 
to the tiny Angel fish. Lobsters ar: plen- 
tiful, as are the sharks and all ty .es of 
rays. One Koral King, Jim Jones, got a 
white sea bass which weighed clo: to a 
hundred pounds using an Arbalet. with 
Cressi detachable head. He has the knack 
of getting the big ones as he also s; eared 
an 87 pound Ulua. 

While the Koral Kings provid: s fun 
for its members it also renders a service 
to those on Midway. We have ret ieved 
fishing poles which have been dipped 
from the piers, and cargo thai was 
dropped over the side while ship: were 
unloading. 

Thanksgiving Day was exciting. A 
Navy Panther Jet ditched while some of 
the Koral Kings were diving. We raced to 
the scene of the crash, but a boat witha 
fishing party aboard was closer and 
picked up the pilot as we arrived. A 
marker was placed for the plane and the 
next day we assisted the Harbor Depatt- 
ment with salvage operations. Here’s the 
“Goney Bird Bugle”, our station papers 
report on the operation: 

“The Harbor Department wishies to 
express its appreciation to the Koral Kings 
for their assistance during the receutt sal- 
vage operation. When the carrier-based 
F-9-F made an emergency water landing 
on Thanksgiving Day, the skin <livers 
immediately offered their diving services. 
Salvage operations commenced the fol- 
lowing morning and although it was cold 
and rough, the Koral Kings were eager 
to dive. Several methods were attempted 
before the aircraft was successfully raised 
and towed in to the sea wall Saturday 
afternoon where a crane hoisted it from 
the water. The Koral Kings turned from 
their recreational activities to more: set 
ious business of salvaging a sunken plane, 
revealing the value of this sport. Midway 
can be justly proud of the Koral Kings. 

Any Navy or Air Force Man who is 
interested in skin diving and gets orders 
for Midway Island can be sure of getting 
in on some of the best diving in the 
world. >» 


forma i 
under'v: 
phy fro 
UND! ® 
WHY —-C 
Becau 
appen. * 
sary 
the r 
$6.00 
TION 'f 
York 


————  - 


_—<—< — 


POR © 
Traile: on 
couple ‘o 
Water. 
valves or 
compl: 
Sacrifi 


17 Ba: $ 








LE, 
for plea: 
Deep se. 
School | 
Learn a 
course. 
ings. W 


co 
8111 Me 














\rendt 
nt Co 


first 
Koral 
h the 
nding 
ission 
XCur- 
vhere 


onset 7 


Koral 


Kings 
quip- 
ono 
»b ot 
ously 


1 and 
Fish 
ds of 
lown 
plen- 
es of 
got a 
toa 
with 
cnach 
eared 


s fun 
TVice 
ieved 
»pped 

was 
were 


g. A 
me of 
ced to 
vith a 

and 
ed. A 
nd the 
Jepart- 
e’s the 
yaper's 


hes to 
| Kings 
nit sal- 
based 
inding 
divers 
rvices. 
eC tol- 
is cold 
eager 
I ipted 
aised 
turday 
t from 
1 from 
re. Sel 
plane, 

way 
ings.” 
vho is 
orders 
x tting 
in: the 








[Get MORE MONEY! 
More Out of Your 
Diving! 


Get the right informa- 
tion ~— the latest in- 
formaiion — about 
undervater photogra- E. R. CROSS 

phy from the BIG BOOK on the subject 
UND! R3WATER PHOTOGRAPHY & T.V. 
WHY -OES THIS BIG BOOK LEAD THE FIELD?? 
Becau' there are 16 informative chapters, 4 
appen. xes, 21 drawings, 51 photographs, glos- 
sary terms, and 19 pages of bibliography. 
the rally BIG BOOK on the subject. Send 
$6.00 -ash, check, or money order to EXPOSI- 
TION RESS, Dept SD, 386 Fourth Ave., New 
York N. Y. 
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POR ABLE AIR COMPRESSOR 


Tralle’ mounted Ingersoll-Rand MD. 3321-G Direct 
couple ‘o gasoline engine. {5 C.F.M.—2500 P.S.1. 
Water. soled condenser for cooler running. Check 
valves or conserving air in filters. One of the most 


compl: units in the country. Excellent condition. 
Sacrifiis for $1000. 

JOSEPH LINEHAN 
17 Ba Street Watertown, Mass. 








CERTIFIED COMPRESSED AIR 


CATALINA ISLAND 


Davey Jones Diving Barge 
Avalon Bay at Lover’s Cove 
Operated by ex-Navy diver 
HAROLD WARNER 
70 cu. ft. — 10 fills $10.00 








DO YOU HAVE AN AIR PROBLEM? 


Own a high pressure compressor. Fill cylin- 
ders to 2200 Ib. or more in 4 minutes. Re- 
liable equipment sold at lowest price by a 
Diver to others interested in this fs ‘ascinating 
sport. Instructions furnished for setting up 
a safe, fast, refill plant. Write for details. 


THOMAS J. DOOLIN 


Box 181 Key West, Florida 


UNDERWATER 


HOME MOVIES 


Pnotographed J gu produced by Mel Fisher and 


Dr. Nelson Mathison 
Price Per Reel 
Reel ++ i1—Lung Diving Adventure 
(Skin divers with lungs spearing fish in 
wreck and picking up sea life in beautiful 
kelp forests around Catalina Island, Calif. 
There are four types of this Reel 21.) 
50’—8mm black ot —. silent. . - - 
50’—8mm color, sile 
100’—i6mm black oad white, silent... 38:00 
100’—i6mm color, silent............. $24.00 
Reel ++2—Instructional skin diving, educational and 
safety film showing proper methods for use 
of basic skin diving gear. 
Reel +3—Instructional Lung Diving 
(All underwater shots in pool and ocean, 
showing proper methods of swimming and 
diving, with tung. Clearing and replacing 
masks and regulator tubes while under water; 
exhaling on ascent, snorkeling and what to 
do in case of accident.) 
Reel +4—Action Film 
(This exciting film shows Dr. Nelson Mathi- 
son and Mel Fisher in action capturing many 
giant fish. A huge leopard ray spears Mel.) 
Reel #5—Sea Gardens 
(Fascinating coral formations of the Carib- 
bean Sea and beautiful kelp seaweed forests 
of Catalina Island—no spearing in this film.) 
Prices for each Reel. +2, +3. 24. 
100’—8mm black and white. silent... $8.00 
100’—8mm color, silent............. : | $18.00 
200’—i6mm black and white, silent.$16.00 
200’—!6mm color, silent............. $48.00 
Reel 26—The Other End of the Line 
(Action film comparing the rod and reel 
fisherman to the skin diver. The diver can 
see all of the beautiful and fascinating 
underwater life while the string fisherman 
misses most of the fun by not knowing what 
is going on at “‘the other end of the line.’’ 
Rare underwater shots of fish biting a diver, 


lobster, barracuda, and turtles. Spectacular 
shots of prehistoric manatee weighing 2000 
pounds taken at Crystal River. Florida. Mel 
Fisher and Dr. Mathison in action spearing 
sharks and giant sea bass weighing 409 
pounds in the waters of Mexico, Florida and 


California. 
400’—!6mm black and white, sound. $60.00 
400’—!6mm color, sound............ $120.00 


Reel 4+7—The Blue Continent 
(An excellent educational and instructional 
fim on Scuba diving with music and nar- 
ration explaining all the Instructional points 
for safe lung diving. It is highly entertain- 
ing for large groups as well as for home use, 
showing beautiful fish, deadly but lovely 
coral and cave exploring sequences. 
720’—!6mm black and white, sound. hy 00 
720’—i6mm color, sound............ $195.00 

We make underwater films to advertise your products— 

ten years’ experience. 

Money Orders or Cashier’s Checks — No Rentals 
FISHER-MATHISON PRODUCTIONS 
3515 E. First Street Long Beach 3, California 




















SKIN DIVING in the clear waters of the Ba- 
hamas and Caribbean, beautiful coral reefs, 
plenty fish, treasure hunt in old wrecks. 


Vacation on the WHITE SWAN 
Diesel sailing schooner, roomy accommoda- 
tions for 6-8 people. Boat equipped with 
three stage compressor for aqua lungs. Rates 
reasonable. 


CAPT. E. A. FOSTER, JR. 
1427 N.W. 98 St. MIAMI, FLORIDA 


FOAM NEOPRENE WET SUIT KIT 


THE NORTHEASTER 


Complete materials for full jacket, pants, hood and 
boots neludes zippers neoprene colored = striping, 
patterns, snaps and full instructions. Save $$$ with 
this first quality suit Price $26.00 postpaid Send 
check or money order 
THE NORTHEAST SKIN DIVING SUPPLY CO. 
2 Rialeah Drive, Colonie, Albany 5, N.Y. 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 

















LEARN COMMERCIAL DIVING 
for pleasure or profit. Lung—Shallow Water— 
Deep sea. The only Deep - Diving Training 
School now available fer civilians in U. 
Learn a specialized field of training. 13 weeks 
¢ Adventure, pleasure, exceptional earn- 
ings. Write for information: 

AL MIKALOW, Director 

COASTAL SCHOOL OF DIVING 

8111 McArthur Blvd. Oakland, Calif. 





Open Boat Trips to CATALINA 


MARAY 


42’ Diesel Cruiser 
Every Sat. and Sun., 7:30 a.m., $6 per person 
Telephone Pierpoint Landing 
HEmlock 2-0408 or NEvada 6-5759 
For Charter Anytime CALL MART TOGGWEILER 
HE. 4-9664—400 Bolsa Ave., Seal Beach, Calif. 


SUIT KITS 


A complete line of both wet and dry 
types made from the highest quality 
materials. 

2-ply gum rubber, dry type; new ma- 
terial contains 8% neoprene. Long 
suit, hood, boot and molded cuffs, 
$29.95. 

Foam neoprene wet type, seven heavy 
duty zippers are installed, long suit 
2-piece with hood, $39.95. 


Choice of black, red, green or gold. 


WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE AND 
MATERIAL SAMPLES. 

Box 1191 Lompoc, California 
*Dealer inquiries invited. 


LOMPOC SPORT DIVERS 























THE ONE AND ONLY ORIGINAL 





Standard Equipment in U. S., British, 
French and Canadian Navies. 
OUR COMPLETE LINE OF 
“Aqua Lungs,” Frogman Suits, Spear Guns, 
Diving Masks, Swimming Fins, Snorkels and 
Accessories fully described in our Handsome 
24-page Illustrated Color Catalog. 


ror FREE CATALOG. 


FOR 
We Ship Anywhere 


PARKER DISTRIBUTORS — Dept. A. 
P.O. Box 55, Williamsbridge Station, 
Mew York 67, N. Y. 













JOIN BAHAMA CRUISE 


80 ft. Schooner Sails From Miami to Bimini 
Berry Islands, Nassau, etc., for 10 wonderful 
days. Sail speartish, treasure hunt, in the 
world’s clearest waters. $100 covers ex- 
penses. Write — 


P. O. BOX 1051, MIAMI BEACH 39, FLA. 


AQUA MOTOR BOARD 


A float on ordinary auto innertubes, powered 
by lawnmower engine. Build this unit yourself 
for about $24.00 less engine and airboat type 
prop. . . . Comes apart for easy transport, 
simple to construct. Plans for this unit only 
$2.00 cash, check, or M.O. to AQUA MOTOR 














TAKE YOUR WIFE TO CATALINA 


for THE weekend of the summer. Skin dive, 
swim, sail, power cruise, charcoal barbecue 
aboard a 46-foot yacht. Dance under the 
stars at the Isthmus. Four or five couples 
share expenses lower than hotel rates. Make 
reservations with Johnny Logan. 

342 Sunset Avenue Venice, California 

EXbrook 6-9762, daytime. 





BOARD, 2950 N.W. 36th St., Miami, Florida. 
BUY 0 N T | M — e ae 
kin Divers 


Now you can buy all your Skin Diving 
Equipment on easy credit terms. 


CENTRAL SKIN DIVERS 
160-09 Jamaica Avenue 
Jamaica, N.Y. RE, 9-5772 


SMALL DOWN 
PAYMENT 








—DETROIT— 











COMPRESSORS 


G. E. two-stage, 24 volt AC-DC, complete 
with filter bottle, pressure switch, blow-off 
valve and relay box. Used, excellent con- 
dition, $34.50. 110 volt transformer for 
above compressor, new, $9.95. 


POPE CO 


= q 
18630 Detroit Ave. Lakewood 7, Ohio 











A Complete Line of 
Skin Diving Equipment 
18219 W. Seven Mile 
Ph. KEnwood 4-2299 
A. J. SPORTSMEN SHOP 


AIR REFILLS *« ALL BRANDS 
EQUIP. RENTALS 
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Divers’ Bulletin Board 





RATE: Personal notices accepted only. No. 
Commercials. 10c per word. Payment must 
accompany copy before closing date, first of 
month. 


FOR SALE—Mako clear plastic case, Leica 
Camera with f.2 Summar 50 mm lens, $125. 
Howard Benzel, 28 Lombardy Street, Lan- 
caster, New York. 


WANTED—Rebreather, any type. Pay cash. 
Will trade Nikon camera, F1.4 lens, Inger- 
soll Rand Compressor, Mauser automatic for 
equipment or?? Vaughn M. Greene, 1062 
Sutter St. Apt. 16, San Francisco, California. 


CHARTER BOAT —For sale. 24 foot 9 
foot beam, 110 horsepower Mercury. Ideal 
for skin diving and fishing parties. Sleeps 
three. $2800.00. Call Torrey 33164. 15603 
Claretta, Norwalk, California. 


FOR SALE — Slightly used, excellent condi- 
tion. Aqua Lung two-stage single tank out- 
fit, constant reserve, $115.00. Aqua Lung 
single stage DW single tank outfit, constant 
reserve $95.00. Three tank manifolding 
equipment, complete; all fittings and gauge, 
never used, $25.00. Fenjohn vest, $12.50. 
Lead weight belt, $3.00. H & H Schramm, 
1546 W. Jarvis, Chicago, Illinois. Phone 
RO 4-1719 


ROBOT ORIGINAL — Underwater camera 
housing, newest model, never used, original 
packing for quick sale for $75.00. (List 
price $155.00). Dr. Simson, Box 91, Letch- 
worth Village, Thiells, New York. 


INGERSOLL RAND—Model 3321, 3 stage, 
2000 PSI compressor with 5 H.P. single 
phase motor, switch box, pulleys and belts; 
mounted, ready to go. $325.00. 238 Poppy 
Street, Corona Del Mar, California. Phone: 
Harbor 02985 


WANTED—Sea shells. Specimens must be 
taken alive. Send list of available shells to: 
J. W. Miller, 1552 Miramar Drive, Balboa, 
California, U.S.A. 


NEW CORNELIUS 32 R compressor, 2 H.P. 
110 volt AC, filter trap and safety valve, 
complete on steel base. $175.00. R. D. 
Garrett, 3471 Weidner Ave., Oceanside, N.Y. 





If its Skin Diving Equipment 
DIVE WITH THE BEST 


DQN’?S AQUA sHoP 


16635 East 14th St. Check Station 









LYLE A. HOSKIN & SON 


WATER SPORTS EQUIPMENT 





Proudly announce their new 1956 Cata- 

log—32 pages two color. A _ veritable 

bonanza for the Skin Diving enthusiast. 
A must for every Skin Diver. 


Send 15c today to cover cost of mailing 
and handling. 


15¢ for Catalog is refundable upon first 
purchase. 


LYLE A. HOSKIN & SON 
Dept. C-56 
1220 W. Coast Highway 
Newport Beach, California 











AMERMAN DIVER SUPPLY 


7307 S.E. 76th St., Portland, Oregon 


SURPLUS CORNELIUS FILTERS 
and Moisture Separator, $6.00. 
Complete Line of Diving Equipment. 


BEL-AQUA Air Refills, $1.50 
U. S. DIVERS Rentals 
HEALTHWAYS 24-Hr. Service 





LETTERED SPORTSWEAR | ow 
DESIGNS MADE TO ORDER =: : 


Your club's name and emblem processed on T shirts, scarfs, jackets, ete » dates 
w. ching 4 club's name and rough shetch ren 
artist ow. 7 fos. Munumum. Youth, 2 te 14 P| 









\ 
For Skin & Scuba Diving ¥ 
SPORTLAND 


406 South Lake Pasadena, Cali*ornia 


Certified Air 
Open Mon. & Fri. Till 9:30 SY. ©-6505 








SOLVE YOUR AIR PROBLEMS lf  - 


For i diate ship t we have Inge: :oll- 
Rand, 3 stage Compressors. Charge our _ 
“Seventy” in 3.86 minutes to 2250 psi. 
These are no toys. Get a lifetime mac :ine. 
Have your installation engineered, com. lete 
oo yy — have an extensive «ock 
of hard to get high pressure valves, fittings, 
tubing, etc. Write for details. . a= 
PRATER PNEUMATICS CO. = 
P. O. Box 9014 Birmingham 9, Ala. 


























VRoet STOCK 


SKIN DIVING GEAR! 
CATALOG 15¢ — NO C.O.D. 





Special — Nylon 
Quick Release Belt. . $2.95 ea. 
Ob vw ke eA $1.50 ea. 


Mercury Outboard Motors 
Boats - Skis - Tackle 


The Boat House 
2453 Glendale Boulevard 
Los Angeles 39, Calif. 

NOrmandy 1-2845 





—_ 


SKIN & SCUBA: 


22774 Pacific Coast Hwy. | 
Malibu, California f 
Now a diving shop in Malibu 


COME DIVING IN MALIBU 




















IN HAWAII IT’S 


VAL’S Ava sports 


—new location— 
2411 KALAKAUA AVE. PHONE 9-1057. 











San Leandro, Calif. ELgin 1-2272 





FULLY ILLUSTRATED 
WITH EVERYTHING FROM AQUVA- 
PENCIL TO POOR MAN'S SUBMARINE 
SK/IS+ SUITS -BOOKS PREMIUM OFFERS 


SKIN DIVER’S CATALOG 


RITE TODAY TO 
AQUATUN = WDAVEN PORT 4 
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Just Published! 


_/ SHALLOW WATER DIVING 


and SPEARFISHING 


By Hilbert Schenck, Jr. and Henry Kendall 


A completely new book, with all the very 
latest information about equipment and 
techniques that have been developed in 
the last five years for: 


Helmet Di 
e . 









ving—Mask Diving—Seif- 
d Diving Equi it and the 


i} 
p OE tavipmont one 


} Techniques. 
t # \ 
NS addition to ready made equipment now avail- 
able, there are many practical hints on equip- 


: ment you can make. 260 pages, Illustrated. At 
your bookstore or divers’ supply dealer or send 


$4.00 and we will ship it postpaid. 


CORNELL MARITIME PRESS, Cambridge, Maryland 





J. W. HALLENBECK | 


Factory Representative 
for Carmel, Catalina and 
Dolfin Rubber Suits 
P. O. Box 71, Bellflower, California 


SKIN DIVERS SPECIALTIES 


“Manufacturers Rubber Suit Sale’ 
Dry Type — Full Length 





Carmel Brown ............$37.50 
Dolfin Kelp ................ $47.50 
CES $44.50 


Molded boots, hoods, extra large entry chute, | 

available, small, medium, large & ex. large. 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
Dealer of the Month: | 
HUNTRESS FIBREGLASS PRODUCTS | 
2015 E. Artesia, Long Beach 5, California | 
Phone: GArfield 2-1384 | 

















RECOMPRESSION CHAMBER designed 
to aid divers stricken with the ‘’bends.” 
Ideal for testing diving equipment. 
This chamber is 36’ in diameter, 95” 
long. Maximum working pressure of 
200 psi. Weighs approx. 2000 Ibs. For 
information write to Scientific Under- 
water Research Enterprises, 1740 
Westridge Road, L. A. 49, Calif. Phone 











GRanite 2-3253. 
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need... 


EJ] — Deluxe Single 





New’ '56 Regulator Mouth- 
piece and Hose Assembly. 
Standard equipment with 
all 1956 production 
Regulators. Incorpo- 
rates non-return valves 
in both the inhale and 
exhale sides; stops 
water from entering 
the breathing hoses. 
X60 -- Mouthpiece 
(Separate — see illustra- 
tion) $2.95 
X60H-~ Mouth- 
piece and Hose 
Assembly (com- 
plete) $9.95 





U.S. Divers is celebrating its Tenth 
Jubilee Year...ten years which have proved 
to the sports world the mechanical excel- 
lence and matchless performance of the “Aqua 
Lung” SCUBA. Ten years of Safety... Quality...and 
Dependability. Ten years of operation without one 
casualty traced to mechanical failure. 


“pe 


new 
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This year U.S. Divers offers a great, new expanded 
line built to the same exacting standards of perfection as 
the original “Aqua Lung”. Nine important refinements 
AGAIN make “Aqua Lung” the best SCUBA and the 
Best Buy for 1956. 





If you are a budget minded enthusiast, you can buy a 
complete “Aqua Lung” unit with the brand-new DY Regulator 
with fiberglass housing, “R” Automatic Reserve Valve 

and the new Standard 2250 L.C.C. p.s.i. cylinder for only 


$110.00! 


THE LEADER OF THE LINE 
IS SCUBA AT ITS FINEST! 


The Standard Navy Unit. 


This type unit represents the equipment 

now used by the American, British, French 

and Canadian Navies. Assembly consists of 

the DA Two-Stage Regulator, FJ2 Double 

Tank Block with “J” Constant Reserve Valve 
. permits dives of 140 minutes duration. 


DA-FJ2 Double Tank “Aqua Lung”, 
complete with Harness, $225.00 wil 
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Gofoty...Quolity,- Dependability 
U. S. DIVERS 


manufacturers of the famous Taqua-iu me” 


11201 West Pico Boulevard « Los Angeles 64, California SCUBA 


All 1956 Standard “Aqua Lung” 

cylinders offer 5% More Air Capacity 

. longer dives than competitive units! 
(Increased from 2150 LC.C. p.s.i. to 2250 
All are made of galvanized, chrome 
molybdenum steel, equipped with the improved 
harness with extra-wide shoulder bands. 
variety of Tank Blocks offered fits every diver's 
and, every diver’s pocketbook 


FJ2—Navy Type Double T 


Navy Type Constant Reserve Valve: 
ER—Standard Tank Block with 
matic Reserve Valve $65. 


Improved Cousteau-Gagnan process. 
all chromed brass and stainless steel 
mechanism. Easy breathing, economizes air. 







The 


‘ank Block: $145 


Tank Block with “J” 
$80 
“R" Auto- 


Automatic Reserve Valve. The 
"O" Ring ‘which replaces Teflon 
Washer) seals perfectly..easily. Permits 
fingertip attachmept and removal of 
Regulator from t 

Valve gives the diver adequate reserve 
of air to return safely to the surface 
' from any depth. Completely automatic. 


ank Block. “R” 


J’? Constant Reserve Valve, U.S. 
Navy Type ‘pre-set at 300 p.s.i.) ‘ 
Ring replaces Teflon Washer. 
Valve gives diver a known, pre-set 
reserve of air. Manually operated by 
easily accessible pull rod. 
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4 DA” Aqua Lung” Regulator: 
$80.00. The famous two-stage 
Regulator, U. S. Navy used and 
approved.. 
less performance. 


. Ten years of fault- 


Aqua Lung "Stream Air” Regulator: $65 
Navy chromed brass and stainless steel construction 
throughout. New advanced Cousteau-Gagnan pro- 
cess. Features ease and naturalness of breathing, 


DY Aqua Lung “Jet Air” Regulator: $45.00 


Fiberglass 


Weight Belts are neces- 
sary to gain “neutral 
buoyancy’ for effortless 
motion underwater. 
New scientific design 
prevents weights from 
slipping onthe belt and 
from pinching body. 
M-LD 8 Lb. Lead 
Weight Belt: $8.95 
M-CI 8 Lb. Cast Iron 
Weight Belt: $5.95 


FOR SAFETY’S SAKE.. 
Pressure in the cylinder 
must be checked before 
each dive. The '56 Pres- 
sure Gauge and all Filler 
Attachments are equip- 


ped with the new 
‘bleeder valve"’ which 
breaks the air pres- 


sure and permits finger- 
tip removal after use. 
“P” Pressure Gauge 
(uith new “bleeder 
valve”): $11.95 








DIVE N’ SURF 
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THERMOCLINE, the name to re- 


member in diving suits! 


All suits custom tailored to fit your specific 
measurements and needs. Unconditionally 
guaranteed against defects in construction 
or materials. THERMOCLINE neoprene 
exposure suits provide you with the maxi- 
mum in entry ease, durability, comfort 
and warmth at minimum cost. 


FULL suits .... . $59.50 
sHoRTIES .... . . $34.50 


Hood, boots, zippers, and repair kits available 


MAKIT., the money saving ‘’Do 
lt Yourself’ thermocline suit 
All precut to your specific 
pe neers easy to do. 
RMOCLINE 
KITS . . . .$29.50 
Send for free sample and 
measuring chart 


731 Pearl Street, La Jolla, 
223 Hermosa Avenue, Redondo Beach, 
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